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PREFACE. 



In ofFering to the public Clarkson's History of the 
Abolition of the Slave-trade, in an abridged form, 
there is little need of apology. The work is one of 
intrinsic and permanent value, and of engrossing* in- 
terest. He who begins to read it will find it a self- 
denial to stop till he has arrived at the end. And no 
person of thought and susceptibility can go through 
with it attentively, without benefit to his mind and 
heart. 

The great principles of justice and benevolence 
which are developed in it, and illustrated and sup- 
ported by -an array of facts that touch the deep 
sensibilities of the soul, are of universal application. 
Furthermore, it is highly useful to contemplate the 
spirit and movements of those individuals who have 
conceived, undertaken, and prosecuted to a success- 
ful accomplishnrent, measures of difficult and hazar- 
dous benevolence. 

An abridgement has been attempted, because it was 
seen that it might be made without any serious injury 
to the work. The thread of the narrative is preserved 
unbroken. And all the main and interesting facts 
are embraced. WhilsJ, this is done the price of the 
book is considerably reduced so that it can be much 
jnore extensively circulated than if published entire. 

One important design of the abridgement is to fit 
tVie work for the libraries of Sabbath Schoolsj where 
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it cannot but be exceedingly useful. The simplicity 
with which it is written, will bring- the most of it 
within the comprehension of children, whilst the nu- 
merous afleoting- incidents it relates, will take and 
hold their attention, and the spirit of humanity and 
benevolence it breathes will improve their hearts. 
The influence of it will be to train up the rising g-en- 
eratioa in an abhorrence of slavery and oppression, 
and with a growing- determinatiou to use their endeav- 
ours to loose the chains and alleviate the miseries of 
those who are slili held in bondage. 



asince the above was m type, the following letter addressed to 
the publisher, has been received from a gemleEnaa most fa- 
vourably known tor his distinguished devotediiess a»sd fidelity 
to the best interests of Africa and of her oppressed Sonsj 
aod emincBtly qualified to appreciate the value and discern 
the tendency of any book designed to affect those interests. 

Office of the Colonization Society, ) 
Washington^ March 12, 1830. \ 

Dear Sib, — I concur with you entirely in the opin- 
ion, that an abridgement of " Clarkson's History of 
■the abolition of the Slave trade," adapted to the 
minds of youth, would be a work of great value — 
awaken feelings of deep interest in the sufferings and 
condition of the African race, and essentially con- 
tribute to increase the efforts which are already com- 
menced for their elevation to the light of knowledge 
and of freedom, and to the enjoyment of all the hopes 
and blessings of Christianity. So vast a work is not 
within the power of a single generation; and we are 
solemnly bound to sec that tliose to whom it is here- 
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alter to be committed, are not left cither indifferent 
or incompetent to the task. No one can pei use the 
work of Mr. Clarkson, without feeling- all the sym- 
pathies and energies of his nature aroused for the 
relief of oppressed and bleeding- humanity. We are 
taught by it, most impressively, that notiiing which 
ought to be done, should be deemed impracticable ; 
that a few noble spirits may excite a whole nation to 
action, and in opposition to interests the most exten- 
sive, and prejudices the most invincible, linaily tri- 
umph over evils the most enormous and appalling 
which have ever afflicted mankind. To the minds of 
children and youth it must prove eminently attractive ; 
and susceptible as they are of the deepest and most 
permanent impressions, the affecting incidents and 
statements of the History will be fixed upon them in 
characters which can never be effaced* All who 
read it will be convinced of the terrible cruelties of 
the Slave-trade, and the utter injustice of Slavery, 
and be prepared to contend with the utmost vigour 
and perseverance, for the entire suppression of the 
one, and the universal abolition of the other. 

I trust, then, that you will fulfil your benevolent 
and truly philanthropic purpose, and that you will be 
encouraged to complete in the best manner, the 
work which you have commenced. It will prove a 
most worthy and useful offering to the African cause. 

''iV'^ilh llic most, perfect res|>ect and esteem, 
Sir, your fi ieiid, &c. Sec. 

n. R. GURLEY. 
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OF THE 

MMOiMtTioxi or THz: sxiAits-thapb. 

CHAPTER L 

Introductim. 

Among the evils, corrected or subdued, either 
by the general influence of Chrisiianity on the 
minds of men, or by particular associations of 
Christians, the African* Slave-trade may very 
properly be considered as occapying the foremost 
place. 

To value the blessins; of the abolition as we 
oui|ht, or to appreciate the joy and gratitude 
which we ought to f(^el concerning it, we must 
enter a little into the circumstances of the trade. 
Our statement, however, of these needs not be 
long. A few pages will do all that is necessary ! 
A trlance only into such a subject as this wjU be 
sufficient to affeci the heart ; to arouse our in- 
dignation and our pity ; and to leach us the im- 
portance of the victory obtained. 

The first subjf^ct for ccmsideration, towards 
enabling us to make the estimate in question, will 
be that of the nature of the evd belongiocr to the 
Siave-trade. This may be seen by exauiining it 
in three points of view : First, As it has been 
proved to arise on the continent of Africa in the 

* Slavery had been before annihilatcf' by rhr sltanUy f meart 
in the West of Europe, at the close ot* the twejl'th csatury. 

■ 2 
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course of reducing the inhabitants of it to slavery ; 
Secondly, In the course of conveying them from 
thence to the lands or colonies of other nations; 
And, Thirdly, In continuing them there a3 slaves. 

To see it as it has been shown to arise in the 
first case, let us suppose ourselves on the Conti- 
nent just mentioned. Well then : We are land- 
ed; we are already upon our travels; we have 
just passed through one forest ; we are now 
come to a niore open place, which indicates an 
approach to habitations. And what object is that, 
which first obtrudes itself upon our sight 1 Who 
is that wretched woman, whom we discover un- 
der that noble tree, wringing her hands, and beat- 
ing her breast, as if in the agonies of despair ? 
Three days has she been there at intervals to 
look and to watch, and this is the fourtli morning, 
and no tidings of her children yet. Beneath its 
spreading boughs they were accustomed to play : 
But alas! the savage man-stealer interrupted 
their playful mirth, and has taken them for ever 
from her sight. 

But let us leave the cries of this unfortunate 
woman, and hasten into another district : And 
what do we first see here 1 W^ho is he that just 
now started across the narrow pathway, as if 
afraid of a human face? What is that sudden 
rustling among the leaves ? Why are those per- 
sons flying from our approach, and hiding them- 
selves in yoo darkest thicket? Behold, "as we get 
into the plain, a deserted village ! The rice-field 
has been just trodden down around it. An aged 
man, venerable by his silver beard, Jies wounded 
and dying near the threshold of his hut. War, 
suddenly instigated by avarice, has just visited 
the dwellings which we see. The old have been 
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butchered, because unfit for slavery, and the 
young have been carried off, except such as have 
fallen in the conflict, or have escaped among the 
woods behind us. 

But let us hasten from this cruel scene, which 
gives rise to so many melancholy reflections. 
Let us cross yon distant river, and enter into 
some new domain. But are we relieved even 
here from affitcting spectacles 1 Look at that 
immense crowd, which appears to be gathered in 
a ring. See the accused innocent in the middle. 
The ordeal of poisonous water has been admin- 
istered to him, an a test of his innocence or his 
guilt. He begins to be sick, and pale. Alas ! 
yon mournful shriek of his relatives confirms that 
the loss of his freedom is now sealed. 

And" whither shall we go now ? The night is 
approaching fast. Let us find some friendly hut, 
where sleep may make us forget for a while the 
sorrows of the day. Behold a hospitable native 
ready to receive us at his door ! Let us avail 
ourselves of his kindness. And now let us give 
ourselves to repose. But why, when our eyelids 
are but just closed, do we find ourselves thus 
suddenly awakened ? What is the meaning of 
the noise around us, of the trampling of people's 
feet, of the rustling of the bow, the quiver, and 
the lance ? Let us rise up and inquire. Behold ! 
the inhabitants are all alarmed ! A wakeful wo- 
man has shown them yon distant column of 
smoke and blaze. The neighbouring village is 
on fire. The prince, unfaithful to the sacred 
duty of the protection of his subjects, has sur- 
rounded them. He is now burning their habit- 
ations, and seizing, as saleable booty, the fugi* 
rivrs from the flames. 
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Such then are some of the scenes that have 
been passing in Africa in consequerice of the 
existence the Slave-trade ; or such is the na- 
t?ire of the evil, as it has shown itself in the first 
of the cases we have noticed. Let us now esti- 
mate it as it has been proved to exist in the sec- 
ond ; or let us examine the slate of the unhappy 
Africans, reduced to slavery in this manner, 
while on board thtj vessels, whiah are to convey 
them across the ocean to other lands. And here 
1 must observe at once, (hat, as far as this pari 
of the evil is concerned, I an2 at a loss to describe 
it- Where shall I find w<>rds to express properly 
their sorrow, as arising from the reflection of be- 
ing parted forjiever from their friends, their rela- 
tives, and their country ? Where shall 1 jfind lan- 
guage to paint in appropriate colours the horror 
of mind brought on by thoughts of their future 
unknown destin:ition, of which they can augur 
nothing but misery from alJ that they have yet 
sofn ? How shall I make' known their situationj 
while labourinji undf-r painful disease, or while 
stJiiggling in the suffocating holds of their pris- 
ons like animals inclosed in an exhausted receiv- 
er / Row shall I describe their fe elings a? ox- 
posed to all the porsonal iadiirniJies, which law- 
Iv.^s appetite or brutal pas^sion may suggest How 
shall I exhibit their sufferings as determining to 
refuse sustenance and die, or as resolving to 
break their cliains, and, disdaininar to jive as 
slaves, to punish their oppressors? How shall t 
glvo an idea of their agcny, when under various 
pmiishments and tortures for their reputed 
crimes? Indeed every part of this subject defies 
wy powers, and I must ther^'fore satisfy myself 
and the reader with a general representation, or 
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in the words of a celebrated member of Parlia- 
ment, that " Never was so much human suffering 
condensed in so small a space." 

I come now to the evil, as it has been proved 
to arise in the third case; or to consider the sit- 
uation of the unhappy victims of the traHe, when 
tiieir painful voyages are over, or after they have 
been landed upon their destined shores. And 
here we are to view them first under the degrad- 
ing light of cattle. We are to see them examin- 
ed, handled, selected, separated, and sold. Alas ! 
relatives are separated from relatives, as if, like 
cattle, they had no rational intellect, no power 
of feeling the nearness of relationship, nor sens® 
of the duties belonging to the ties of life ! We 
are next to see them labouring, and this for the 
benefit of those, to whom they are under no obli- 
gation, by any law either natural or divine, to 
obey. We are to see them, if refusing the com* 
mands of their purchasers, however weary, or 
feeble, or indisposed, subject to corporal punish- 
ments, and, if forcibly resisting them, to death. 
We are to see them in a slate of general de- 
gradation and misery. Tno knowledge, which 
their oppressors have of tVj*',':? own crime in hav- 
ing violated the rights of nul M e, and of the dispo- 
sition of the injured to seek all opportnnities of 
revenge, produces a fear which dictates to them 
the necessity of a system of tr^ :itment by which 
they shall keep up a wide distinction between the 
two, and by which the noble feelings of the lat- 
ter shall be kept down, and their spirits broken. 
We are to see them again subject to individual 
persecution, as anger, or malice, or any bad pas- 
.-'ion may suggest. Hence the whip; the chain ; 
the iron-collar. Hence the various modes of 
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private torture, of which so inaoy accotnits have 
been truly given. Nor can such hort'ihlo ciuel- 
ties be discovored so as to be made punishable^ 
while the testimony of any number of the op- 
pressed is invalid against the oppressors, however 
they may be offences against; the laws. And, 
Jastly we are to see their innocent offspring, 
against whose persona! litjerty the shadow of aii 
arffumeni cannot be advanced, inhcritincj nil the 
miseries of their parents' lot. 

The evil then, as far as it has been hftherto 
viewed, presents to us in its three several depart- 
m^Mits a measure of human suffering uot to be 
equalled ; not to be calculated ; not to be describ- 
ed. But would that we couhi consider this part; 
of the subject as dismisss ;l ! Would that iii? 
each of the departments now examined there 
was no counterpart left ns to contemplate! but 
this cannot be. For if there be persons, who 
suffer unjustly, there must be others, who op- 
press. And if there be those who oppress, there 
must be to the suffering, which has been occa- 
sioned, a corresponding portion of immorality 
or sfuilt. 

We are obliged then to view the counterpart 
of the evil in question, before we can make a 
proper estimate of the nature of it. And, in 
examining this part of it, we shall find that we 
have a no less frightful picture to behold than 
in the former cases ; or that, while the miseries 
endured by the unfortunate Africans excite our 
pity on the one hand, the vices, which are coii- 
nected with them, provoke our indigucation and 
abhorrence on the other. The Slave-trade, in 
this point of view, must strike us as an immense 
mass of evil on account of the criminality at- 
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tached to it, as displayed in Jie various bran- 
ches of it, which have already been examined. 
For, to take the counterj)an of the evil in the 
first of these, can we say that no moral turpi- 
tude is to be placed to the account of those, 
. who living on the continent of AlVica give birth 
to the enormities, which take place in conse- 
quence of the prosecution of this trade ? is not 
that man made morally worse, who is induced 
lo become a tyger to his species, or who, insti- 
gated by avarice, lies in wait in the thicket to 
get possession of his feliow-man r Is no injas- 
tice manifest in the land, where the prince, un- 
faithful to his duty, seizes his innocent subjects, 
and sells them for slaves? Are no moral evils 
produced among those communities, which 
make war upon other communities for the sake 
of plunder, and without any previous provoca- 
tion or offence? Does no crime attach to?hose, 
who accuse others falsely, or who multiply and 
divide crimes for the sake of the profit of the 
punishment, and who for the same reason con- 
tinue the use of barbarous and absurd ordeals 
as a test of innocence or guilt? 

In the second of these branches the counter- 
part of the evil is to be seen in the conduct of 
those, who purchase the miserable natives in 
their own country, and convey them to distant 
lands. And here questions, similar to the for- 
mer, may be asked. Do they experience po 
corruption of their nature, or become chargea- 
ble with no violation of right, who, when they 
go with their ships to this continent, know the 
enormities which their visits there will occasion, 
who buy their fellow-creature man, and this, 
knowing the way in which he comes into their 



16 



HISTORY OF THE 



hands, and who chain, and imprison, and 
scourge him ? Do the moral feelings of those 
persons escape without injury, whos« hearts are 
hardened ? And can the hearts of those be oth- 
erwise than hardened, who are familiar with the 
tears and groans of innocent strangers forcibly 
torn away from f.very thing that is dear to them 
in life, who are accustomed to see them on board 
their vessels in a state of suffocation and in the 
agonies of despair, and who are themselves in 
habits of the cruel use of arbitrary power ? 
The counterpart of the evil in its third branch 
is to be seen in the conduct of those, who, when 
these raiseiable people have been landed, pur- 
chase and carry them to their respective homes. 
And let us see whether a mass of wickedness is 
not generated also in the present case. Can 
those have nothing to answer for, who separate 
the faithful ties which nnture and religion have 
created ? Can their fedmgs be otherwise than 
corrupted, who consider their fellow-creatures 
as brutes, or treat those as cattle, who may be- 
come the temples of the Holy Spirit, and in 
whom the Divinitv disdains not himself to 
dwell ? Is there no injustice in forcing men to 
labour without waives? Is there no breach of 
duty, when we are commanded to clothe the 
naked, and feed the hungry, and visit the sick 
and in prison, in exposing them to want, in tor- 
turing them by cruel punishment, and in grind- 
ing them down by hard labour, so as to shorten 
their days? Is there no crime in adopting a sys- 
tem, which keeps down all the noble faculties of 
their souls, and which positively debases and 
corrupts their nature ? Is there no crime in per- 
petuating these evils among their innocent off- 
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spring ? And finally, be?idf^s all these crimes,, 
is there iioi naturally in the familiar slight of 
the exercKse, but more especially in the exeicise 
itself, of unconiroiled power, that which viti- 
ates the internal man ? In seeing misery stalk 
daily over the land do not all h(!C<>me insensibly 
hardened r By gi'^ing birth to that misery them- 
selves^ do they not become abandoned ? In what 
state of society are the corrupt appetites, so 
easily, so quickly, and so frequently indulged, 
and where else, by means of frequent indulfifence, 
do 'hese experience such a niOii<^iroiis gr<»wih'?^ 
Where else is the temper subject to such frequent 
irritation, or passion to such littlu control 1 Yes ; 
if the unhappy slave is in an unfortunate situa- 
tion, so is the tyraiit who holds him. Action 
and reaction are equal to each other, as well m 
the moral as in the natural world. You cannot 
exercise an improper dominion over a felluw- 
creature, but by a wise ordering of Providence 
you must necessarily injure yourself. 

Haviuij now considered the nature of the evil 
of the Slave-trade in its three separate depart- 
ments of suffering, and in its corresponding 
counterparts of guilt, I shall make a few obser- 
vations on the extent of it. 

On this subject it must strike us, that the 
.nisery and the crimes included iji the evil, as it 
has been found in Atrica, were not like rom- 
mon maladies, which make a short or periodical 
visit and then are gone, but that they wf-re con- 
tinued daily. Nor were they like diseases, 
which from local causes, attack a villase or a 
town, and by the skill of the physician. und;'r 
thp blessinor of Providence, are removed, f)ut 
they affected a whole continent. The trade 
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with all ity horrors began at the river Senegal, 
and continued, winding with the coast, through 
its several geographical divisions to Cape Ne- 
gro ; a distance of more than three thousand 
miles. In various lines or paths formed at right 
angles from the shore, and passing into the 
heart of the country, slaves were procured and 
brought down. The distance, which many of 
them travelled, was immense. Thbse, who 
have been in Africa, have assured us, that they 
came as far as from the sources of their largest 
rivers, which we know to be many hundred 
miles in-land, and the natives have told us, in 
their way of computation, that they come a 
journey of many moons. 

It must strike us again, that the misery and 
the crimes, included in the evil, as it has been 
shown in the transportation, had no ordinary 
bounds. They were not to be seen in the 
crossing of a river, but of an ocean. They did 
not begin in the morning and end at night, but 
were continued for many weeks, and sometimes 
by casualties for a quarter of the year. They 
were not I'mited to the precincts of a solitary 
ship, but were spread among many vessels ; and 
these were so constantly passing, that the ocean 
itself never ceased to be a witness of their exis- 
tence. 

And it must strike us finaHy, that the misery 
and crimes, included in the evil as it has been 
found in foreign lands, were not confined within 
the shores of a little island. Most of the islands 
of a continent, and many of these of considera- 
ble population and extent, were filled with them. 
And the continent itself, to which these geo- 
graphically belong, was widely polluted by their 
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domain. Hence, if we were to take the vast 
extent of space occupied by these crimes and 
sufferings from the heart of Africa to its shores, 
and that which they filled on the continent of 
America and the islands adjacent, and were to 
join the crimes and sufferings in one to those in 
the other by the crimes and sufferings which took 
place in the track of the vessels successively 
crossing the Atlantic, we should behold a vast 
belt as it were of physical and moral evil, reach- 
ing through land and ocean to the length of 
nearly half the circle of the globe. 

The next view, which I shall take of this evil, 
will be as it relates to the difficulty of subduing 
it. 

This difficulty may be supposed to have been 
more than ordinarily great. Many evils of a 
public nature, which existed in former times, 
were the offspring of ignorance and superstition, 
and they were subdued of course by the progress 
of light and knowledge. But the evil in ques- 
tion befjan in avarice. It was nursed also bv 
worldly interest. It did not therefore so easily 
vield to the usual correctives of disorders in the 
world. We may observe also, that the interest 
by which it was thus supported, was not that of 
a few individuals, nor of one bodv, but of manv 
bodies of men. It was interwoven again into 
the system of the commerce and of the revenue 
of nations. Hence the merchant ; the planter ; 
the mortgagee ; the manufacturer ; the politician ; 
the Jegislator ; the cabinet minister ; lifted up 
their voices against the annihilation of it. For 
these reasons the Slave-trade may be considered, 
like the fabulous hydra, to have had a hundred 
heads, every one of which it vvas necessary to 
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cut off before it could be subdued. And as 
none but Hercules was fitted to couquer the one, 
so nothing less than extraordinary prudence, 
courage, labour, and patience, could overcome 
the other. To protection in this manner by his 
hundred interests it was owing, that the monster 
stalked in security for so long a time. He stalk- 
ed too in the open day, committing his mighty 
depredations. And when good men, whose duty 
it was to mark him as the object of their destruc- 
tion, began to assail him, he did not fly, but 
gnashed his teeth at them, growling savagely at 
the same time, and putting himself into a pos- 
ture of defiance. 

We see then, in whatever light we consider the 
Slave-trade whether we examine into the nature 
of it, or whether we look into the extent of it, or 
whether we estimate the difficulty of subduing 
it, we must conclude that no evil more monstrous 
has ever existed upon earth. But if so, then wo 
have proved the truth of the position, that the 
abolition of it ought to be accounted by us as 
oae of the greatest blessings, and that it ought 
to be one of the most copious sources of our 
joy. Indeed I do not know, how we can suffi- 
ciently express what we ought to feel upon this 
occasion, ft becomes us as individuals to re- 
joice. It becomes us ;>s a n.ition to rejoice. It 
becomes us even to pr peuiate oar joy to our 
posterity. 

And as the contemplation of the removal of 
ibis monstrous evil should excite in us the most 
phrasing and grateful sensations, so the perusal 
of the histf)ry of it should afford us lessons, which 
it must be u'^eful to us to know or to be remind- 
ed of. For it cannot be otherwise than useful 
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to US to know the means which have been used, 
and the diiferent persons who have moved, in so 
great a cause. It cannot he otherwise than 
useful to us to be impressively reminded of the 
simple axiom, which the perusal of this history 
will particularly suggest to us, that "the trreatest 
works must have a bpginnin,(y because the fos- 
tering of sucf! an idea in our minds cannot 'out 
encourage us to undertake the removal of evils,, 
however vast they may appear in their size, or 
however difficult to overcome. Tt cannot, agaiUj 
be otherwise than iisefui to us to be assured (-iod 
this history will assure us of it) that in uny wnrk, 
which is a work of righteousness, however sm dl 
the beginning may be, or however small the 
progress may be that we may make in it, we 
ought never to despair ; for that, whatever checks 
and discouragements we may meet witii, no 
virtuous effort is ever uliimateiy lost." And 
finally, it cannot be otherwise than useful to us 
to form the opinion, which the contemplation of 
this subject must always produce, namely, that 
many of the evils, which are still left among us, 
may, by an union of wise and virtuous itidjviduals, 
be gre&tly alleviated if not entirely done away: 
for if the great evil of tht- Slave-trade, so deeply 
etJtrenched by its hundred interests, has fallefi 
prostrate before the etTorts of those who attacked 
it, what evil of a loss magnitude shall not he 
more easiiy subdued ? O may reflections of this 
sort always enliven us, always encourage us, 
always stimulate us to our duty ! May we never 
cease to believe, that many of the miseries of 
life are still to be remedied, or to rejoice that 
we may be permitted, if we will only make our- 
selves worthy b} our endeavours, to heal themi 
3 
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May we encourage for this purpose every gener- 
ous sympathy that arises in our hearts, as the 
offspring of the Divine influence for our good, 
convinced that we are not born for ourselves 
alone, and that the Divinity never so fuily dwells 
in us, as when we do his will ; and that we never 
do his will more agreeably, as far as it has been 
revealed to us, than when we employ our time 
in works of charity towards the rest of our fel- 
low-creatures! 



A 

CHAPTER 11. 

Origiit of the Slave-trade^ and of efforts for its 

suppression. 

The Slave-trade commenced as early as the 
year liH)3. When a few slaves were sent from 
the Portuguese settlements in Africa into the 
Spanish Colonies, in America. In 151!, Fer- 
dinand the Fifth, king of Spain, permitted them 
to be carried in greater numbers. 

The first importation of Slaves from Africa 
by the English, was in the reign of Elizabeth, 
in the year 150*2. This great princess seems on 
the very commencement of the trade to have 
questioned its lawfulness. She seems to have 
entertained a religious scruple concerning it, ands 
indeed, to have revoked at the very thought of it. 
She seems to have been aware of the evils to 
which its continuance might lead, or that, if it 
were sanctioned, the most unjustifiable means 
might be made use of to procure the persons of 
the natives of Africa. And in what light she 
would have viewed any acts of thi* kind, bad 
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they taken place, we may conjecture from this 
fact ; that when captain (afterwards Sir John) 
Hawkins returned from his first voyage to Africa 
and Hispaniola, whither he had carried slaves, 
she sent for him, and, as we learn from Hill's 
Naval History, expressed her concern lest any of 
the Africans should be carried off without th*=ir 
free consent, declaring that " It would be detes- 
table, and call down the vengeance of Heaven 
upon the undertakers." Captain Hawkins prons- 
ised to comply v/ith the injunctions of Elizabeth 
in this respect. But he did not keep his word ; 
for when he went to Africa again, he seized 
many of the inhabitants, and carried them off as 
slaves, which occasioned Hill, in thj account he 
gives of his second voyage, to use these remark- 
able words : " Here began the horrid practice of 
forcing the Africans into slavery, an injustice 
and barbarity which, so sure as there is venge- 
ance in heaven for the worst of crimes, will 
sometime be the destruction of all who allow or 
encourage it.'* 

Though the Slave-trade commenced so early, 
there were no united and effective etForts made 
hr its abolition till the year 1787. At which 
period a number of persons associated them- 
selves in England for this benevolent object. 
However, for a long time previous to the form- 
ing of this important association, individuals 
were continually rising, who, by their xvritings 
and labours, rendered valuable service to the 
cause of humanity, and who may properly be 
considered as forerunners in the great work of 
the Abolition, inasmuch as they prepared the 
way for that extensive and united effort which 
finally succeeded in sweeping away the abomi- 
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nable traffic. In giviug a hi^story of the Aboli-' 
tiois It will be proper to notice a few of \ht more 
pn^niiieiii and active of these harbingers in the 
great caus(> of hu«)auity. 

The first, whom I shall mention, is Morgan 
O l ivvyn, a cler^jynian of the established c!>*,»r» h, 
Tiiis jvioii.s divine wroie a Treatise upon the 
su!>j<:;ct. vvl.ich he dedicated to the then arrh- 
biffijop of Canterbury. He gave it to the world, 
ai the time mentioned, under the title of The 
Nci^roe'y and Indian's Advocate." In this tr>'a- 
tis • he lays open Iht- situation of these oppress- 
ed people, of whose su (ft rings he hnd iv.^eu an 
eyf'Witness in the I>hHHi of Barhadoes. Ke 
call.^ forth the piiy of the reader in an affecting 
manner, and exposes with a nervous eloquence 
the brutal sr tit intents and conduct of their op- 
pres^ors. This seems to have been the first 
work undertaken in Ensflarid expressly in favour 
•of the cause 

The next person, whom I shall mention, is 
Richard Baxter the celebrated divine an^ong the 
JVoiiconfornii^ts, In his Chriistian Directory, 
pulMishf d about thf^ same time as the Negroe's 
and In<(ii4n's Adv.jcafe, he ofives advice to *hose 
ni.isters ill foreii^n plantations, who have Negroes 
and other slaves. In this he protests loudly 
aefainst'this trade. He says exj>re?sly that they, 
Wiio ufo out as pirates, and take away poor Afri- 
c;)iis or p(K»olH of another land, who never for- 
feited life or liberty, and make them slaves and 
sf !| them, are the worst of robbers, and ought 
to he considerer] as the comtnoo enemies of man- 
kind ; and that they, who buy them, and use 
them as ni(ire heasts for their own convenience, 
regardless ot their spiritual welfare, are fitter ta 
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be called demons t^an christians. He then pro- 
poses several queries, which he answers in a 
clear and forcible nnanner, showing the great in- 
consistency of this traffic, and the necessity of 
treating those then in bondage with tenderness 
and a due regard to their spiritual concerns. 

In the year 1696, Southern brought forward 
his celebrated tragedy of Oronooko, by means of 
which many became «;nlightened upon the sub- 
ject, and interested in it* For this tragedy was 
not a representation of fictitious circumstances, 
but of such as had occurred in the colonies, and 
as had been communicated ia a publication by 
Mrs. Behn. 

The person, who seems to have ncUced the 
subject" next was Dr. Priraatt. In his ** Disser- 
tation on the Duty of Mercy, and on the Sin of 
Cruelty to Brute-animals," he takes occasion to 
advert to the subject of the African Slave-trade. 
" It has pleased God," says he, to cover some 
men with white skins, and others with black j 
but as there is neither merit nor demerit in com- 
plexion, the white man, notwithstanding the bar» 
barity of custom and prejudice, can have no 
right by virtue of his colour to enslave and tyran- 
nize over the black man. For whether a man 
be white or black, "such he is by God's appoint- 
ment, and, abstractedly considered, is neither a 
subject for pride, nor an object of contempt." 

In the year 1735, Atkins who was a surgeon 
in the navy, published his voyage to Guinea, 
Brazil, and the West-Indies, in his majesty's 
ships Swallow and Weymouth. In thi^ work 
he describes openly the manner of making the 
natives slaves, such as by kidnapping, by unjust 
accusations and trials, and by other nefarious 
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means. Hp states also the cruelties practised 
upon thern i)} the white people and llu^ iniquit- 
ous ways and dealini^s ot the latter, and answers 
then argunieiii, by which they insinuated that 
the condition of the Africans was irni roved by 
their rraijsportafioii to other countries. 

In the year 1760 the reverend Griffith 
Rushes, rector of St. Lucy, in Barbsfjoes, pub- 
lisiied his N'iUural History of that Island. He 
took an opportunity, in the course of it, of lay- 
ing open to the world the nuserable situation of 
the poor Africans, and" the waste of them by 
hard labour and otiier cruel means, and he had 
tht^ Ijeni^rosjty to vindicate* their capacities from 
the chaige, which they who held them in bond- 
age brought against them, as a justification of 
their own wickedness in conimuing to deprive 
them of the rights of men. ' ''^ 

Edmund Burke, in his account of the Euro- 
pean settlements, (for this work is usisally attri- 
buted to him,) complains '* that the Negroes in 
our colonies endure a slavery more complete, 
and attended with far worse circumstances, than 
whai any people in their condition suffer in any 
other part of the world, or have suffered in any 
other period of time. Proofs of this are not 
wanting. The prodigious, waste, which, we 
experience in this unhappy part of our species, 
is a full and melancholy evidence of this truth." 

The poet Shenstone, who comes next m order, 
seems to have written an Elegy on purpose to 
stigmatize this trade. Of this elegy I shall 
<Jopy only the folkyving parts : 

Soc the poor native quit the Lyhian shores, 
Ah ! not in love's delightful fetters bound ! 
fio radiant smile his dyiii^ peace restores,. 
Mo Jovfi; nor fame, nor friendship heals his wound. 
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Lot vacant bards display thnir boasted woesj 
Shall 1 the inockerv of griel tlispiay ? 
iNo ; let the muse his piercing pangs disclose. 
Who bleeds and weeps his sum of life away ! 

''On the wild heath in mournful guise he stood 
Ere the shrill boatswain g'ave the liated sign ; 
He dropt a tear unseen into the flood,. 
He stole one ^cret moment to repine. 

" Why am I ravish'd from my native strand 1 
What savage race protects this injpious g^ain ? 
Shall tbreig-n plagues infest this teeming land, 
And more than sea-born monsters plough the main I 

Heie the dire locusts^ horrid swafms prevail j 
Here the blre asps with livid poison swell ; 
Here the dry dipsa writhes his sinuous mail ; 
Can we not here secure from envy dwell ? 

" When the grim ilioyji urg'd his cj'uel chase, 
When the j>tcrn anther souglit his midnight prey^, 
What fate reserved me for this Christian reice ? 
O race mofc polish'd, more severe, than they. 

" Yet shores there are, bless'd shorfs for us remain, 
And favour'd isles, with golden fruitage crown'd, 
Where tuUed flow'rets paint the verdant plain, 
And ev'ry breeze shall med'cine evVy wound." 

Bishop WarbufCon pfeacijed a sennon in the 
year 17()6, before the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel, in which he took up the cause of 
the miserable Africans, and in which he severely 
reprobated their oppressors. The language in 
this sermon is so striking, that I shall nmke an 
extract from it. From the free savages," siys 
he, I now come to the savages in bonds. By 
these I mean the vast multitudes yearly stolen 
from the opposite continent, and sacrificed by the 
colonists to their great idol the god of gain. But 
what then, say these sincere worshippers of 
mammon 1 They are our own property which 
we offer up. Gracious God ! to talk, as of herds 
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of cattlCj of property ia rtitional creatures, crea- 
tures endued with all our faculties, possessing all 
our qualities but that of colour, our brethren 
both by nature and grace, shocks all the feelings 
of humanity, and the dictates of common sense \ 
But, alas! what is there, in the infinite abuses 
of society, which does not shock them? Yet, 
nothing is more certain in itself and apparent to 
all, than that the ii famous traffic for slaves di- 
rectly infringes both divine and human law. 
Nature created man free, and grace invites him 
to assert his freedom." 

*' In excuse of this violation it hath been pre- 
Jiended, that though indeed these miserable out- 
casts of humanity be torn from their homes and 
native country by fraud a;nd violence, yet they 
thereby become the happier, and their condition 
the more eligible. But who are you, who preilend 
to judge of another man's happiness ; that state, 
which each man under the guidance of his Maker 
forms for himself, and not one man for another ? 
To know what constitutes mine or your happiness 
is the sole prerogative of him who created us, 
and cast us in so various and different moulds. 
Did your slaves ever complain to you of their 
unhappiness amidst their native woods and des- 
erts ? or rather let me ask, Did they ever cease 
complaining of their condition under you their 
lordly masters, where they see indeed the ac- 
commodations of civil life, but see them all pass 
to others, themselves un benefited by them ^ Be 
so gracious then, ye petty tyrants over human 
freedom, to let your slaves judge for themselves, 
what it is which makes their own happin^s, and 
then see whether^ 'they do not place it in the re- 
turn to their own country, rather than in the 
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contemplation of your grandeur, of wljich their 
iniser;y makes so large a part; a return so pas- 
sionately longed for, that, despairing of happi- 
ii(3ss fierp, that is, of escaping the chains of their 
cruel task-masters, they console themselves with 
feij^ning it to be the gracious reward of heaven 
in tiieir future state." 

About this time ceriain cruel and wicked 
practices which must now be mentioned, had 
arrived at such a height, and had become so fre- 
quent in the metropolis, as to produce of them-^ 
selves other coadjutors to the cause. 

Before the year 1700, plasiters merchants, and 
others, resident in the Wesi-Indies, but coming 
to Euiiiand, were accustomed to brins with 
them certaifj slaves to act as servants with them 
during their stay. The latter, seemg the free- 
dom and the happiness of servants in this coun- 
try, and considering what would be their own 
haid fate on their return to the islands, frequently 
absconded. Their masters of course made 
search after them, and often had them seized 
and carried away by force, h was, however, 
thrown out by many on these occasions, that the 
English laws did not sanction such proceediiigs, 
for that all persons who were baptized became 
free. The conf?(^querjce of this was, that most 
of the slaves, who came over with their masters 
prevailed upf>n some pious clergyman to baptize 
theuj. They took of course godfathers of such 
citizens as had the generosity to espouse their 
causew When they were seized they usually sent 
to these, if they had an opportunity, for their 
protection. And in the result, their godfathers, 
manitainin/^ that they had been baptized, and 
that they were free on this account as well as 
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the general tenour of the laws of England, dared 
those, who had taken possession of them, to send 
them out of the kins^dom. 

The planters, merchants, and others, being 
thus circumstanced, knew not what to do. They 
were afraid of taking their slaves away by force, 
and they were equally afraid of bringing any of 
the cases before a public court. In this dilem- 
ma, in 1729 they applied to York and Talbot, 
the attorney and solicitor-general for the time 
being, and obtained the following strange opinion 
from them : " We are of opinion, that a slave 
by coming from the West-Indies into Great 
Britain or Ireland, either with or without his 
master, does not become free, and that his mas- 
ter's right and property in him is not thereby 
determini^d or varied, and that baptism doth not 
bestow freedom on him, nor make any alteration 
in his temporal condition in these kingdoms. 
Wo are also of opinion, that the master may 
legu'ly compel him to return again to the plan- 

tatl;^n:^." 

Thiti cruel and illegal opinion was delivered 
in the year IT29. The planters, merchants, and 
others, gave it of course all the publicity in their 
power. And the consequences were as might 
easily have been apprehended. In a little time 
slaves abscotidiog were advertised in the London 
papers as runaways, and rewards offered for the 
apprehension of them, in the same brutal man- 
ner as we find them advertised in the land of 
slavery. They were advertised also, in the same 
papers, to be sold by auction, sometimes by 
themselves, and at others with horses, chaises, 
and harness. They were seized also by their 
mastery, or by persons employed by them, in the 
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very streets, and dragged from thence to the 
ships ; and so unprotected now were these poor 
slaves, that persons in nowise concerned with 
them began to institute a trade in their persons, 
making agreements with captains of ships going 
to the West-Indies to put them on hnard at a 
certain price. This last instance shows how far 
human nature is c'lpable of going, and is an 
answer to those persons, who have denied that 
kidnapping in Africa was a source of supplying 
the Slave-trade. It shows as all history does 
from the time of Joseph, that, where there is a 
market for the persons of human beings, all 
kinds ot enormities will be practised to obtain 
them. 

These circumstances then, as I observed be- 
fore, did not fail of producing new coadjutors in 
the cause. And first they produced that able 
and indefatigable advocate Mr- Granville Sharp. 
This gentleman is to be distinguished from those 
who preceded him by this particular, that, where- 
as these were only writers, he was both a v/riter 
and an actor in the cause. In fact, he was the 
first labourer in it in England. By the words 

actor" and " labourer," I mean that he deter- 
mined upon a plan of action in behalf of the 
oppressed Africans, to the accomplishment of 
which he devoted a considerable portion of his 
time, talents, and substance. What Mr. Sharp 
has done to merit the title of coadjutor in this 
high sense, I shall now explain. The following 
is a short history of the beginning and of the 
course of his labours. 

In the year 1765, Mr^^David Lisle had brought 
over from Barbadoes Jonathan Strong, an Afri- 
<:an slave, his servant. He used the latter in 
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a barbarous manner at his lodgings in Wapping, 
but particularly by beating him over the head 
with a pistol, which occasioned his head to swell. 
When the swelling went <lovvn, a disorder fell 
into his eyes, which threatened the loss of them. 
To this an ague and fever sncceeded, and a 
lameness in boih his legs. 

Jonathan Strong, having been brought into 
this deplorable situation, and being therefore 
wholly useless, was let't by his master to go whith- 
er he pleased. He applied accordingly to Mr. 
William Sharp the surgeon for his advice, as to 
one who gave up a portion of his time to the 
healing of the diseases of the poor. It was here 
that Mr. Granville Sharp, the brother of the for- 
mer, saw him. Suffice it to say. that in process 
of time he was cured. Duringr this time Mr* 
(jranville Sharp, pityin<]f his hard case, supplie<? 
him with money, and he afterwards got him a 
situation in the family of Mr. Brown, an apoth- 
ecary, to carry out medicines. 

In this new situation, when Strong had become 
healthy and robust in his appearance, his master 
happened to see him. The latter immediately 
formed the design of possessing him again. Ac- 
cordingly, w hen he had found out his residence, 
he procured John Rofs, keeper of the Poultry- 
compter, and William Miller an officer under the 
lord mayor, to kidnap him. This was done by 
sending for him to a public house in Fenchurch- 
street and then seizing him. By these he was 
conveyed, witliout any warrant, to the Poultry- 
compter, wljere he was sold by his master, to 
John Kerr, for thirty counds. 

Stron.o , in this situation, sent, as was usual, to 
his godfathers, John Londor* sud Stephen Nailj 
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for their protection. They ivent, but were refus- 
ed admittance to him. At length he scut for 
Mr. Granville Shaip, The latter went, but they 
still refused access to the prisoner. He insisted 
however, upon seein|^ him, and charged the 
keeper of the prison at his peril to deliver him 
up till he had been carried before a magistrate. 

Mr. Sharp immediately upon this, waited upon 
Sir Robert Kite, the then lord mayor, and en- 
treated him to send for Strong, and to hear his 
case. A day was accordingly appointed. Mr. 
Sharp attended, and also William M'Bean, a no- 
tary public, and David Laird, captain of the ship 
Thames, which was to have conveyed Strong to 
Jamaica, in behalf of the purchaser, John Kerr. 
A long conversation ensued, in which the opinion 
of York and Talbot was quoted. Mr. Sharp 
made his observations. Certain lawyers, who 
Uere present, seemed to be staggered at the case, 
but inclined rather to recommit the prisoner. 
The lord mayor, however, discharged Strong, as 
he had been taken np without a warrant. 

As soon as this determination was made known, 
the parties began to move off. Captain Lriird, 
however, who kept close to Strong, laid hold of 
him before he had quilted the room, and said 
aloud, '*Then I now seize him as my slave." 
Upon this, Mr. Sharp put his hand upon Laird's 
.shoulder, and pronounced these words: *' I 
charge you in the name of the king, with an as- 
sault upon the person of .Tnnathan Strong, and 
all these are my witnesses." Laird was greatly 
intimidated by this charge, made in the presence 
of the lord mayor and others, and fearing a pros- 
ecution, let his prisoner gb, leaving him to be 
conveyed awav by Mr. vSlmrp. 
4 
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Mr. Sharp, having been greatly affected by 
this cRsos and foreseeing how much he might be 
engaged in others of a similar nature, thought 
it time that the law of the land should be known 
upon this subject. lie applied therefore to Doc- 
tor Blackstone, afterwards Judge Blackstone, 
for his opinion upon it. He was, however, not 
satisfied with it, when he received it ; nor could 
he obtain any satisfactory answer from several 
other lawyers, to whom he afterwards applied. 
The truth is, that the opinion of York and Tal- 
bot, which had been made public and acted upon 
by the planters, merchants, and others, was con- 
sidered of high ?iuthoriiy, and scarcely any one 
dared to question the legality of it. In this sit- 
uation, Mr. Sharp saw no means of help but in 
his own industry, and he determined immediate- 
ly to give up two or three years to the study of 
the English law, that he might the better advo- 
cate the cause of these miserable people. The 
result of these studies was the publication of a 
book, in the year 1769, which he called " A Rep- 
resentation of the Injustice and dangerous Ten- 
dency of Tolerating Slavery in England." In 
this work he refuted, in the clearest manner, the 
opinion of York and Talbot, He produced 
against it the opinion of the Lord Chief Justice 
Holt, who many years before had determined, 
that every slave coming into England became 
free. He attacked and refuted it again by a 
learned and laborious inquiry into all the princi- 
ples of Villanage. He refuted it again, by show- 
ing it to be an axiom in the British constitution, 

That every man in England was free to sue for 
and defend his rights, and that force could not 
be used without a legal process," leaving it to 
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the judges to determine, whether an African was 
a man. He attacked, also, the opinion of Judge 
Blackstone, and showed where his errour lay. 
This valuable book, containing these and other 
kinds of arguments on the subject, he distribut- 
ed, but particularly among the lawyers, giving 
them an opportunity of refuting or acknowledge 
ing the doctrines it contained. 

While Mr. Sharp was engaged in this work, 
another case offered, in which he took a part. 
This was in the year 1708. Hylas, an African 
slave, prosecuted a person of the name of New- 
ton for having kidnapned his wife, and sent her 
to the West-Indies. The result of the trial 
was, that damages to the amount of o shilling 
were given, and the defendant was bourid to 
bring back the woman, either by the first ship, 
or in six months from this decision of the court. 

But soon after the work just mentioned was 
out, and when Mr. Sharp was better prepared, 
a third case occurred. This happened in the 
year 1770. Robert Stapylton, who Jived at 
Chelsea, in conjunction with John Malony and 
Edward Armstrong, two watermen, seized the 
person of Tliomas Lewis, an African slave, in a 
dark night, and dragged him to a boat lying in 
the Thames ; they then gagged him, and tied 
him with a cord, and rowed him down to a ship, 
and put him on board to be sold as a slave in 
Jamaica. This base action took place near the 
garden of Mrs. Banks, the mother of the pres- 
ent Sir Joseph Banks. Lewis, it appears, on 
being seized, screamed violently. The servar^ts 
of Mrs. Banks, who heard his cries, ran to his 
assistance, but the boat was gone. On inform- 
ing their mistress of what had happened, sho 
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seat for Mr. Sharp, who began now to be kuovvri 
as the friend of the helpless J^fricans, and pro- 
fessed her willingness to incur the expense of 
bringing the delinquents to justice. Mr. Sharp, 
with some difficulty, procured a habeas corpus, 
in consequence of which Lewis was brought 
from Gravesend just as the vessel was on the 
point of sailing. An action was then commenc- 
ed against Stapylton, who defended himself, on 
the plea, *' That Lewis belonged to him as his 
slave." In the course of the trial, Mr. Dun- 
ning, who was counsel for Lewis, paid Mr. Sharp 
a handsome compliment, for he held in his hand 
Mr. Sharp's book on the injustice and danger- 
ous tendency of tolerating slavery in England, 
while he was pleading pznd in his address to the 
jury he spoke and acted thus : *' I shall submit 
to you," says Mr. Dunning, what my ideas are 
upon such evidence, reserving to myseU an op- 
portunity of discussing it more particularly, and 
reserving to myself a right to insist upon a posi* 
tion, which I will maintain (and here he held up 
the book to the notice of those present) in any 
place and in any court of the kingdom, that our 
laws admit of no such property."* The result 
of the trial was, that the jury pronounced the 
plaintiff not to have been the property of the 
defendant, several of them crying out " No 
property, no property." 

' After this, one or two other trials came on, 
in which the oppressor was defeated, and sever- 
al cases occurred, in which poor slaves were 
liberated from the holds of vessels, and other 

* It is lamentable to think, that the same Mr. DHnning, in a 
c'4V}ie of tliis kiadj which came on afterwards, took the oppositf. 
ffjde of the question. 
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l>]aces of confinement, by the exertions of Mr. 
Sliarp. One of tijese cases was singular. The 
vessel on board wliich a poor African had been 
dragged and confined had reached the Downs, 
and had sctually got under weigh for the West- 
Indies. In two or three liours she would have 
been out of sight; but just at this critical mo- 
ment the writ of habeas corpus was carried on 
!i<jard. The officer, who served it on the cap- 
tain, saw the miserable African chained to the 
mainmast; bathed in tears, and casting a last 
mournful look on the land of freedom, which 
was fast receding from his sight. The captain, 
on receiving the writ, became outrageous ; but, 
knowing the serious consequences of resisting 
the law of the land, he gave up his prisoner, 
whom the officer carried safe, but now crying 
for joy, to the sh re. 

But though tlie injured Africans, whose cau- 
ses had been tried, escaped slavery, and though 
many, who had been forcibly ca'-rjed into dun- 
geons, ready to be transported into the Colonies, 
had been delivered out of them, Mr. Sharp was 
not easy in his mind. Not one of the cases had 
yet been pleaded on the broad ground, *' Wheth- 
er an African slave coming into England be- 
came free ?" This great question had been hith- 
erto studiously avoided. It was stiil, therefore, 
left in doubt. Mr. Sharp was almost daily act- 
ing as if it had been determined, and as if he 
had been following the known law of the land. 
He wished therefore that the next cause might 
be argued upon this principle. Lord Mansfield 
too, who had oeen biassed by the opinion of York 
and Talbot, began to waver in consequence of 
the different pleadings he had heard on this sub- 
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ject. He saw also no end of trials like those, 
till the law should be ascertained, and he was 
anxious for a decision on the same basis as Mr. 
Sharp. In this situation the following case of- 
fered, which was agreed upon for the determi- 
nation of this important question. 

James Somerset, an African slave, had been 
brought to England by his master, Charles Stew- 
art, in November 1769. Somerset, in process 
of time, left him. Stewart took an opportunity 
of seizing hira, and had him conveyed on board 
the Ann and Mary, captain Knowles, to be car- 
ried out of the kingdom, and sold as a slave in 
Jamaica. The question was, " Whether a slave, 
by coming into England, became free ?" 

In order that time might be given for ascer- 
taining the law fully on this head, the case was 
arirued at three different sittinors. First, in Jan- 
uary, 1772; secondly, in February, 1772; ai:d 
thirdly, in May, 1773. And that no dicision 
otherwise than what the law warranted might 
be given, the opinion of the Judges was taken 
upon the pleadings. The great and glorious 
result of the trial was. That as soon as ever any 
slave set his foot upon English territory, he be- 
came free. 

Thus ended the great case of Somerset, 
which, having been determined after so deliber- 
ate an investigation of the law, can never be re" 
versed while the British Constitution remains. 
The eloquence displayed in it by those who 
were engaged on the side of liberty, was per- 
liaps never exceeded on any occasion ; and the 
names of the counsellors Davy, Glynn, Har 
grave, Mansfield, and Alleyne, ought always to 
be remembered with gratitude by the friend? of 
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Ibis great oause. For when we consider in how 
many crowded courts they pleaded, and the 
number of individuals in these, whose minds 
they enlightened, and whose hearts they inter- 
ested in the subject, they are certainly to be put 
down as no small instruments in the promotion 
of it : but chiefly to him, under Divine Provi- 
dence, are we to give the praise, who became 
ths first great actor in it, who devoted his time, 
his talents, and his substance to this Christian 
undertaking, and by whose laborious researches 
the very pleaders themselves were instructed 
and benefited. By means of his almost inces- 
sant vigilance and attention, and unwearied 
efforts, the poor African ceased to be hunted in 
our streiBts as a beast of prey^ Miserable as the 
roof might bo, under which ho slept, he slept in 
security. He walked by the side of the stately 
ship, and he feared no dungeon in her hold. 
Nor ought we, as Englishmen, to be less grate- 
ful to this distinguished individual than the Af- 
rican ought to be upon this occasion. To him 
v/e owe it, that we no longer s6e our ]>ublic pa- 
pers polluiied by hateful advertisements of the 
sale of the human species, or that we are no 
longer distressed by the perusal of impious re- 
wards for bringing back the poor and the helpless 
into slavery, or that we are prohibited the dis- 
gusting spectacle of seeing man bought by his 
feliow-man. To him, in short, we owe this res- 
toration of the beauty of our constitution ; this 
prevention of the continuance of our naiiomil 
disgrace. 

I shall say but little more of Mr. Sharp a.t 
present, than that he felt it his duty, immediate- 
iv after ihe trial, to write to Lord North, then 
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principal minister of state, warning him, in (Ik: 
most earnest manner, to abolish immediate!}? 
both the trade and the slavery of the humao 
species in ill the British dominic«s, as utterly 
irrecoDcileable with the principles of the British 
coiistitution, and the establisliod religion of the 
land. 

In the year 1774, John Wesley^ the celebrated 
divine, to whose pious labours the religious world 
vvill be iong indebted, undertook the cause ol 
the poor Africans. He had been in America, 
and had seen and pitied their hard condition 
The work which he gave to the world in com^- 
quence, was entitled Thoughts on Slavery. Mr. 
Wesley had this great cause much at lieart, and 
frequently recommended it to the support ol 
those who attended his useful ministry. 

In the year I77(), the abbe Proyart brought 
out, at Paris, his History of Loango, and other 
kingdoms in Africa, in which he did ansple jus- 
tice to the moral and intellectual character of 
the natives there. 

The same year produced two new friends in 
England, in the same cause, but in a line in 
which no one had yet moved. David Hartley, 
then a cneml)er of parliament for Hull, and thv. 
son of Dr. Hartley who wrote the Essay on Man, 
found it impossible any longer to pass over with 
out notice the case of the oppressed Africans. 
He had long fell for their \vretched condition, 
and, availing himself of his legislative situation, 
he made a motion in the house of commons, 
**Tbat the Slave-trade was contrary to the Iuw.m 
of God, and the rights of men." In order that 
he might interest the members as much as pos- 
sible in bis motion, he had previously obtained 
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some of the chains in use in this cruel traffic, 
and had laid them upon the table of the house 
of commonsc His motion was seconded by thai 
great ■ patriot and philanthropist, Sir George 
Saville. But thoujgfh I am now to slate that it 
failed, I cannot but consider it as a matter of 
pleasing reflection, that this great subject was 
lirst introduced into parliament by those who 
were worthy of it; by those who had clean 
hands and irreproachable characters, and to 
whom no motive of party or faction could be im- 
puted, but only such as must have arisen from a 
love of justice, a true feeling of humanity and a 
proper sense of religion. 

Dr. Adam Smith, in his Theory of moral 
Sentiments, had, so early as the year 1759, held 
them up in an honourable, and their tyrants in a 
degrading light. "There is not a Nc^gro from 
the coast of Africa, who does not, in this respect, 
possess a degree of magnanimity, which the soul 
of his sordid master is too often scarce capable 
of conceiving. Fortune never exerted more 
cruellyvjier empire over mankind, than when she 
«u.bjectfed those nations of heroes to the refuse 
of the gaols of Europe, to wretches who possess 
the virtue neither of the countries they came 
from, nor of those taey go to, and whose levity, 
brutality, and baseness so justly expose them to 
the contempt of the vanquished." And now, in 
1776, in his Wealth of J\ations, he showed in a 
forcible manner (for he appealed to the interest 
of those concerned) the dearness of African 
labour, or the impolicy of employing slaves. 

In the year 1783, we find Mr. Sharp coming 
again into noljce. We find him at this time 
taking a part in a cause, the knowledge of which, 
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in proportion as it was disseminated, produced 
an earnest desire among all disinterested persons 
for the abolition of the Slave-trade. 

In this year, certain underwriters desired to 
be heard against Gregson and others of Liver- 
pool, in the case of the ship Zong, captain CoK 
ling wood, allegiiig that the captain and officers 
of the said vessel threw overboard one hundred 
and thirty-two slaves alive into the sea, in order 
to defraud then>, by claiming the value of the 
said slaves, as if fhey had been lost in a natural 
way. In the course of the trials which after- 
wards came on, it appeared, tl>at ihe slaves on 
board the Zong were very sickly ; that sixty of 
ihem had already died ; and several were ill and 
likely to die; when the captain proposed to- 
James Kelsall, the mate, and others, to throw 
several of them overboard, stating " that if they 
died a natural death, ihe loss would fall upon the 
-owners of the ship, but that, if they were thrown 
into the sea, it v/ould fall upon ihe tinderwriters.'* 
He selected accordingly one huiidred and thirty- 
two of the most sickly of the slaves. Fifty-four 
of these were immediately thrown overboard, 
and forty-two were made to be partakers of their 
fate on the succeeding day. In the course of 
three (days afterwards the remaining twenty-six 
were brought upon deck to complete the number 
of victims. Tlie first sixteen submitted to be 
thrown into the sea ; but the rest with a noble 
resolution would not s'lffer the ofBcers fo touch 
them, but leaped after their companions and 
shared their fate. 

The plea which was set up in behalf of th!5 
atrociou§- and unparalleled aci of wickedness, 
was, thai thd captain discovered, when he made 
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ilie proposa!, that he had only two hundred gal- 
lons of water on board, and that he hai misled 
lis port. It was proved, however, iti answer to 
this, that no one had been put upon shorl allow- 
^ince; and that, as if Providence had determin- 
ed to afford an unequivocal proof of the guilt, a 
shower of rain fell and continued for three days 
imrrtediateJy after the second lot of slaves had 
ieen destroyed, by means of which they might 
have filled many of their vessels* with water, 
and thus have prevented all necessity for the 
destruction of the third. 

Mr^ Sharp was present at this trial, and pro- 
cured the attendaBce of a short-hand writei to 
take down the facts, which should come out m 
the course of it. These he gave to tiie public 
afterwards. He communicated them also, withi 
a copy of the trial, to the Lords of the Admiral- 
ty, as the gaardiji?i3 of justice upon the seas, and 
to the Duke of Portland, as principal minister 
of state. No notice, however, was taken by 
any of these, of the information which had been 
thus sent them. 

But though nothing was done by the persons 
then in power, in consequence of the murder of 
so many innocent individuals, yet the publicatioa 
of an account of it by Mr. Sharp in the newspa- 
pers, made such an impression upon others, that 
new coadjutors rose up. 

In the year 1784, Dr. Gregory produced his 
Essays Historical and Moral. He took an op- 
portunity of disseminating in these a circura" 
stnnfial knowledge of the' Slave-trade, and ati 
equal abhorrence of it at the same time^ He 

*lt appeared thai they filled sfs. 
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explained the manner of procuring slaves m 
Africa ; the treatment of them in the passage^ 
(in which he mentioned the case of the ship 
Zong,) and the wicked and cruel treatment of 
ti»eiR in the colonies. He recited and refuted 
also the various arguments adduced in defence 
of the trade. He showed that it was cestructive 
to our seamen. He produced many weighty ar- 
guments also against the slavery itseJf. He pro- 
posed clauses for an act of parliament for the 
abolition of T)oth; showing the good both to 
Englaod and her colonies from such a measurCj 
and that a trade might be sub-^tituted in Africa, 
in various articles, for tiiat which he proposed 
to suppress. By me&iis of the difTusion of light 
like this, both of a moral and political nature, 
Dr. Gregory is entitled to be ranked among the 
benefactors to the African race. 

In the same year, James Ramsay, vicnr of 
Tcston in Kent, became also an able, zealous, 
and indefatigable patron of ihe African cause. 
This gentleman had resided nineteen years in 
the island of St. Christooher, where he had oh- 
served the treatment of the slaves, and had studi- 
ed the laws relating to them. On his return to 
England, yielding to his own feelings of duty 
and the solicitations of seme amiable friends, he 
published a work, which he called An Essay on 
the Treatment and Conversion of the African 
Slaves in the British Sugar Colonies After 
having ^iven an account of the relative situation 
of master and slave in various parts of the world, 
he explained the low and degrading situation 
which the Africans held in society in our own 
islands. He showed that their importance would 
be increased, and the temporal interest of their 
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masters promoted, by giving them f^sedom, and 
by granting thera other privileges. He showed 
the great difficulty of instructing them in the 
stale in whicbthey then were, and such as he 
himself had experienced both in his private and 
public attempts, and such as others had experi- 
enced also. He stated the way in which private 
attempts of this nature might probably be suc- 
cessfuJ. He then answered all objections against 
their capacities, as drawn from philosophy, form, 
anatomy, and observation ; and vindicated these 
from his own expefience. And lastly, he threw 
out ideas for the improvement of their condition, 
by an establishment ©f a greater number of spir- 
itual pastors among them ; by giving them more 
privileges than they then possessed ; and by ex- 
tending towards them the benefits of a proper 
police. Mr. Ramsay had no other motive for 
giving this work to the public, than that oi hu- 
manity, or a wish to serve this much injured part 
of the human species. For he compiled it at the 
hazard of forfeiting that friendship, which he 
had contracted with many during his residence 
in the islands, and of suffering much in his pri- 
vate property, as well as subjecting himself to 
the ill-will and persecution of numerous indi- 
viduals. 

The publication of this book by one, who pro- 
fessed to have been so long resident in the isl- 
ands, and to have been an eyewitness of facts, 
produced, as may easily be supposed, a good 
deal of conversation, and made a considerable 
impression, but particularly at this time, when a 
storm was visibly gathering over the heads of th^ 
oppressors ®f the African race. 

In the vear 1785, another advocate w-as see?? 
5 
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in Monsieur Necker, in his celebrated work mi 
the French Finances, which liad just been trans- 
luted into the English language fromt he original 
work, in 17H4. This virtuous ijtatesman, after 
having ejiven his estimate of the population and 
revcfiue of the French West-Indian colonies, 
pror<^eds thus : The colonies of France con- 
tain, as we have seen, near five hundred thous- 
and slaves, and it is from the nunriber of these 
poor wretches that the inhabitants set a value on 
their plantations. What a dreadful prosj)ect ! 
and how profound a subject for reflection ' Alas ! 
hf^v Ijttle are we both in our morality and our 
priiM/iples ! We preach up humanity, and yet go 
every year to bind in chains twenty thousand na- 
tives of Africa? We call the Moors barbair^ians 
and ruffians, because they attack the liberty of 
Europeans at the risk of their own; yet these 
Europeans go, without danger, and as mere 
speculators, to purchase slaves by gratifying the 
avarice of iheir masters, and excite all those 
bloody scenes, which are the usual preliminaries 
of this traific!" He goes^on still further in the 
same sirain. He ihen shows the kind of power 
which has supported this execrable trade. He 
thr{»ws out iiv idea of a general compact, by 
whic! all the European nations should agree to 
ab<>li^^h it. And he indulges the pleasing hope, 
that II may take place even in the present gener- 
ation. 

In the same year we find other coadjutors 
coming belbre our vjew, but these in a lino dif- 
ferent from that, in which any other belonging 
to this class had yet moved. Mr. George White, 
a clergyman of the establisht^d t hurch, and Mr. 
John Ghubb, suggested to Mr. William Tucket, 



ABOLITION OF THE SLAVF.-TRADE. 



47 



the mayor of Brirlgewater, where they resided, 
and to others of tliai town, the propr^ny of peti- 
tioning parliament for the ahohtion of the Shive- 
trade. This petition was aj^reed upon, and 
when drawn up, was as follows : 

" The humble petition of the inhabitants of 
Bridge water slioweth, 

*' That your petitioners, reflecting with the 
deepest sensibility on the deplorable condition of 
that part of the human species, the African Ne- 
groes, who by the most flagnious in^;ans are re- 
duced to slavery ai?d misery in the British colo- 
nies, boor leave to address this honourable house 
in their behalf, and to express a just ai>horrence 
of a system of oppression, which no prospt-c; >f 
pr!vat« "iHin; no consideration of public ad van- 
tage, no ijlea of political expediency, can suffi- 
ciently justify or excuse. 

'* That> satisfied as your petitioners are that 
this inhuman system meets with the genera! exe- 
cration of mankind, they flatter themselves the 
day is not far distant when it will be universally 
abolished. And they most ardently hope to see 
a British parliament, by the extincri{m of that 
sanguinary Irafiic, extend the blessings of liber- 
ty to millions beyond this realm, hold up to an 
enlightened world a glorious and merciful ^sam- 
ple, and stand foremost in the defence of the 
violated rights of human nature." 

This petition was presented by the honoura- 
ble Ann Poulet, and Alexander Hood, Esq. 
(now lord Bridport,) who were the members for 
the town of Bridgewater. It was ordered to lie 
on the table. The answer which \\u'si' g< ntle- 
men gave to their constituents relative to the re- 
ception of it in the house of commons, is worthy 
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of notice : " There did not appear," say they in 
their common letter, ** the least disposition to 
pay any further attention to it. Every one al~ 
most says, that the abolition of the Slave-trade 
must immediately throw the West-Indian islands 
into convulsions, and soon complete their utter 
ruin. Thus they will not trust Providence for 
Its protection for so pious an undertaking." 

Amongst others, the amiable and gifted Cow- 
per did not fail to utter his sentiments in regard 
to the cruel system. Who has not been im- 
pressed by the following lines. 

" My ear is paui'd, 
My soul is sick witJi every day's report 
Of vvrong- and outrage with which this earth is fill d 
There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart, 
It does not feel for man. The BatVal bond 
Of brotherhood is sever'd as the flax 
'j'hat falls asunder at the touch of fire. 
He rinds his fellow guilty of a skin 
jNoi colour'd like his own, and having powV 
T' inforce the wrong for such a worthy cause 
Dooms an'i devctes nim as his lawful prey. 
Lands intersected by a naiTow frith 
Abhor each other. Mountains inlerpos'd, 
JVJake enemies of nations, who bad else, 
Likf kiudred drops, been mingled into one. 
Thus man devotes his brother, and destroys ; 
And, worse than all, and most to be deplor'd 
As human Nature's broadest^ foujest bbt, 
Chains him, and tasks him, and exacts his sweat 
With stripes, that mercy with a bleeding heart 
Weeps, when i»he sees inflicted on a beast. 
Then what is man ? And what man, seeing thiS; 
And having human feeling's, does not blusi), 
And hang nis head to think himself a man ? 
I would not have a slave to till my ground, 
To carry me, to fan me \vhile 1 sleep. 
And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth 
That sinews bought and sold have ever earn'cL 
No :, dear as freedom is, and in my heart's 
Just estimation pri/'d above all price; 
I had much rather be myself the slave. 
And wear the bonds, than fasten them on him* 
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We have no slaves at home. ...then why abroad I 
And Uwy iluMuselves mice ferried o'er ilie wave 
That parts us, are emaacipate and loos'tl. 
Slaves caiuiot breathe in fcliigland ; if their lungs 
Ri-cf ive our air, that moment tliey are tree ; 
Tliey touch our country, and their shackles tall.'* 
That's noble, and bespeaks a nation proud 
And jealous of the blessing;. Spread it then, 
/Viid let it circulate through every vein 
Of all your empire. ..that where Britaui's pow'r 
Is felt, mankind may feel her mercy too.'' 



CHAPTER III. 

Forerunners continued. — Measures of thz Qua- 
kers. 

George Fo.\, the venerable founder of the 
Society of f.he Quakers, took stroii'j and decid- 
ed ground against the Slave-trade, lie was co- 
temporary with Richard Baxter, being born not 
long after him, and dying much about the same 
time. Like him, he left his testmiony against 
this wicked trade. When he was in the island 
of Barbadoes, in the year 1071, he delivered 
himself to those who aitended his religious 
meetings in the follow4og manner : 

" Consider with yourselves," says he, " if you 
were in the same condition as the poor Africans 
are, who canie strangers to you, and were sold 
to you as slaves ; I say, if this should be the 
condition of you or yours, you would think if a 
hard measyre ; yea, and very great bondage ai)d 
cruelty. And therefore consider seriously of 
this ; and do you for them, and to them, as you 
would willingly have them, or any others do 

Expressions used in the prcat trial, when Mr, JSharp ob- 
tained the verdict in favour of ?So<ncrset. 

5-^ 
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unto you, were you in the like slavisli conditio/.', 
and bring them to know the Lord Christ." 

In the year 1727, we find that t!ie whole 
Society at a yearly meeting held in London, 
adopted the following Resolution. " It is the 
sense of this meeting, that the importing of 
Nf^^roes from their native country and relations 
by Friends, is not a commendable nor allowed 
practice, and is therefore censured by this meet- 
ing." 

In the year 175S the Q,uakers thought it their 
duty, as a body, to pass another Resolution upon 
this subject. At this time the nature of the 
irade beginning to be better known, we find them 
more animated upon it, as the following extract 
will show : 

*' We fervently warn all in profession with us, 
that they carefully avoid being any way concern- 
ed in reaping the unrighteous profits arising from 
the iniquitous practice of dealing in Negro or 
other slaves; whereby, in the original purchase, 
one man selleth another, as he doth the beasts 
that perish, without any better pretension to a 
property in him than that of superiour force; in 
direct violation of the Gospel rule, which teacheth 
all to do as they would be done by, and to do 
good to all ; being the reverse of thai covetous 
disposition, which furnisheth encouragement to 
those poor ignorant people to perpetuate their 
savage wars, in order to supply the demands of 
this most unnatural traffic, by which great num- 
bers of mankind, free by nature, are subject to 
inextricable bondage; and which hath often been 
observed to fill their possessors with haughtiness, 
tyranny, luxury, and barbarity, corrupting the 
nimds and debasing the morals of their children. 
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to the unspeakable prejudice of religron and 
virtue, and the exclusion of that holy spirit of 
universal love, meekness, aud charity, which is 
the unchangeable nature and the glory of true 
Christianity. We therefore can do no less than, 
with the greatest earnestness, impress it upon 
Friends every where, that they endeavour to keep 
their hands clear of this unrighteous gain of op- 
pression." 

At the yearly meeting of 1761, they agreed 
to exclude from membership such as should be 
found concerned in this trade ; and in the meet- 
ing of 1763, they endeavoured to draw 'ords 
still tighter, by attaching criminality lo those, 
who should aid and abet the trade in any man- 
ner. 

The Society was now ready to make an appeal 
to others, and lo bear a more public testimony 
in favour of the injured Africans. According- 
ly, in the month of June 1783, when a bill had 
been brought into the House of Commons for 
certain regulations to be made with respect to 
the African trade, the Society sent the following 
petition to that branch of the legislature : 

" Your petitioners, met in this their annual 
assembly, having solemnly considered the state 
of the enslaved Negroes, conceive themselves 
engaged, in religious duty, to lay the suffering 
situation of that unhappy people before you, as 
a subject loudly calling for the humane interpo- 
sition of the legislature. 

" Your petitioneifs regret that a nation, pro* 
fessing the Christian faith, should so far coun- 
teract the principles of humanity and justice, as 
by the cruel treatment of this oppressed race to 
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fill their minds with prejudices against the mild 
and beneficent doctrines of the Gospel. 

"Under the countenance of the laws of *his 
country many thousands of these our fellow-crea- 
tureri, entitled to the natural rights of mankind, 
are held as personal property in cruel bondage ; 
and your petitioners being informed that a Bill 
for the Regulation of the African Trade is now 
before the House, containing a clause which re- 
strains the otTicers of the African Company from 
exporting Negroes, your petitioners, deeply af- 
fected with a consideration of the rapine, op- 
pression, and bloodshed, attending this traffic, 
humbly request that this restriction may be ex- 
tended to all oersons whomsoever, or that the 
House would grant such other relief in the 
premises as in its wisdom may seem meet." 

This petition was presented by Sir Cecil 
Wray, who, on introducing it, spoke very re- 
spectfully of the Society. He declared bis hearty 
approbation of their application, and said he 
hoped he should see the day when not a slave 
woald remain within the dominions of this realm. 
Lord North seconded the motion, saying he 
could have no objection to the petition, and that 
its object ought to recommend it to every humane 
breast; that it did credit to the most benevolent 
society in the world ; but that, the session being 
so far advanced, the subject could not then be 
taken into consideration ; and he regretted that 
the Slave-trade, against which the petition was 
so justly directed, was in a commercial view be- 
come necessary to almost every nation of Europe. 
The petition was then brought up and read, after 
which it was ordered to lie on the table* This 
was the first petition (being two years earlier 
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than that from the inhabitants of Bridgevvater,) 
which was ever presented to parliament for the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. 

In this same year 1783, an event occurred, 
which will be found of great importance in tlie 
present history, and in which only individuals 
belonging to this Society were concerned. Tnis 
event seems to have arisen naturally out of exist- 
ing or past circumstances. For the Society, as 
I have before stated, had sent a petition to Par- 
liament in this year, praying for the abolition of 
the Slave-trade. It had also laid the foundatiorj 
for a public distribution of books, which had 
been published, with a view of enlightening others 
on this great subject. The case of the ship 
Zong, which I have before had occasion to ex- 
plain, had occurred this same year. A letter 
also had been presented, much about the same 
time, by Benjamin West, from Anthony Ben- 
ezet, in America, to our Queen, in behalf 
of the injured Africans, which she had received 
graciously. These subjects occupied at this 
time the attention of many Quaker families, and 
among others, that of a few individuals, who 
were in close intimacy with each other. These, 
when they met together frequently conversed 
upon them. They perceived, as facts came out 
in conversation, that there was a growing knowl- 
edge and hatred of the Slave-trade, and that the 
temper of the times was ripening towards its 
abolition. Hence a disposition manifested itself 
among these, to unite as labourers for the fur- 
therance of 30 desirable an object. An union 
was at length proposed and approved of, and the 
following persons (placed in alphabetical order) 



54 



HISTORY OF THE 



came together to execute the offices growing out 
of it: 

William Dillvvyn, Thomas Knowles, M. D. 

George Harrison, John Lloyd, 

Samuel Hoare, Joseph Woods. 

The first meeting was held on the seventh of 
July, 1783. At this '*they assembled to con- 
sider what steps they should lake for the relief 
and liberation of the Negro slaves in the West- 
Indies, and for the discouragement of the Slave- 
trade on the coast of Africa." 

To promote this object they conceived it ne- 
cessary that the public mind should be enlighten- 
ed respecting it. They had recourse therefore 
to the public papers, and they appointed their 
members in turn to write in these, and to see 
that their productions were inserted. They 
kept regular minutes for this purpose. It was 
not however known to the world that such an 
association existed- 

I shall take my leave of it, simply remarking, 
that it was the first ever formed in England for 
the promotion of the abolition of the Slave-trade^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

Preparative Measures of Quakers and others in 

America. 

The Quakers in America early manifested a 
deep and compassionate feeling toward the af- 
ihcted African. 

It is true, that at first, they with others became 
the owners of Slaves, tho manner in which 
they were procured not being at that time gen- 
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erally known. Most of tbeni, however, treated 
their Slaves with great kindness. But notwith-' 
standing their mildness toward them, and the 
consequent content of their Slaves, some of the 
Society soon began to entertain doubts, in re- 
gard to the lawfuhiess of holding the Negroes in 
bondage at all. 

So early as in the year 1688, some emigrants 
from Krieshiem in Germany, who had adopted 
the principles of William Penn, and followed 
liim into Pennsylvania, urged im the yearly meet 
ing of the Society there, the inconsistency of 
bnying, selling, and holding men in slavery, with 
the principles of the Christian religion. 

In the year i696, the yearly meeting for that 
province, took up the subject as a public concern, 
and, the result was advice to the members of it 
to guard against future importations of African 
slaves, and to be particularly attentive to the 
treatment of those, who were then in their pos- 
session. 

In the year 1711, the same yearly meeting 
resumed the important subject, and confirmed 
and renewed the advice, which bad been before 
given. 

In the year 1754, the same meeting issued 
a pertinent and truly Christian letter to all the 
members within its jurisdiction. This letter 
contained exhortations to all in the connexion to 
desist from purchasing, and importing slaves, 
and, where they possessed them, to have a ten- 
der consideration of their condition. But that 
the first part of the subject of this exhortation 
might be enforced, the yearly meeting for the 
same provinces came to a resolution in 1755, 
That if any of the members belonging to it 
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bought or imported slaves, the overseers were to 
inform their respective monthly meetings of it, 
that " these might treat with them, as they might 
be directed in the wisdom of truth." 

In the year 1776, the same yearly meeting 
carried the matter still further. It was then en- 
acted, That the owners of slaves, who refused 
to execute proper instruments for giving them 
their freedom, were to be disowned likewise. 

In 1778 it was enacted by the same meeting. 
That the children of those, who had been set 
free by members, should be tenderly advised, 
and have a suitable education given them. 

Whilst the body were thus decisive in their 
measures, individuals of the Society were zealous 
and devoted in their endeavours to promote the 
same humane cause. Amongst these Anthony 
Benezet stands conspicuous. This distinguished 
philanthropist was born at St. Quintin, in Picardy- 
of a respectable family, in the year 1718. His 
father was one of the many protestants, who, in 
consequence of the persecutions which followed 
the revocation of the edict of Nantz, sought an 
asylum in foreign countries. After a short stay 
in Holland, he settled, with his wife and children, 
in London, in 1715. 

Anthony Benezet, having received from his 
father a liberal education, served an apprentice- 
ship in an eminent mercantile house in London. 
In 1731, however, he rem^^ved with his family 
to Philadelphia, where he joined in profession 
with the Quakers. His three brothers then en- 
gaired in trade, and made considerable pecuniary 
acquisitions in it. He himself might have par- 
taken both of their concerns and of their pros- 
perity ; but he did not feel himself at liberty to 



AEOLITION OF THE SLAVE-TRADE. o7 

«mbark in their undertakings. He considered 
the accumulation of weahh asof no importance, 
when comparpd with the enjoyment of doing 
good ; and he chose the humble situation of a 
schoolmaster, as according best with this notion, 
believing, that by endeavouring to train up youth 
in knowledge and virtue, he should become more 
extensively useful than in any other way to liis 
fellow-creatures. 

He had not been long in his new situation, 
before he manifested such an uprightness of 
conduct, such a courtesy of maimers, seioh a 
purity of intention, and such a spirit of benevo- 
lence, that he attracted the notice, and gained 
the good opinion, of the inhabitants among 
whom he lived. He had ready access to them, 
in consequence, upon all occasions ; and, if there 
were any whom he failed to influence at any of 
these times, he never went away without the 
possession of their respect. 

In the year 1756, when a considerable num- 
ber of French families were removed from 
Acadia into Pennsylvania, on account of some 
political suspicions, he felt deeply interested 
about them. In a country Avhere few understood 
their language, they were wretched and help- 
less ; but xinthony Benezet endeavoured to 
soften the rigour of their slluation, by his kind 
attention towards them. He exerted himself 
also in their behalf, by piocuring many contri- 
butions for them, which, by the consent of his 
fellow-citizens, were entrusted to his care. 

One of the means which Anthony Benezet 
took to promote th6 cause in question, (and an 
efFectua! one it proved, as far as it went) was to 
give his scholars a due knowledge and proper 
6 
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impressions concerning it. Situated as they 
were likely to be, in afterlife, in a country 
where slavery was a custom, he thus prepared 
many, and this annually, for the promotion of his 
plans. 

To enlighten others, and to give them a simi- 
lar bias, he had recourse to different measures 
from time to iimu. In the almanacs published 
annually in Philadelphia, he procured articles to 
be inserted, which he believed ivoidd attract the 
notice of the reader, and make him pau?e, at 
least for a while, as to the lawfulness of the Slave- 
trade. He wrote, also, as he saw occasion, in 
the public papers of the day. From small things 
he proceeded to greater. He collected, at 
length, further information on the subject, and, 
winding it up with observations and reflections, 
he produced several little tracts, which he circu- 
lated successively (but generally at his own ex- 
pense) as he considered them adapted to the 
temper and circumstances of the times. 

In the course of this his employment, having 
found some who had approved his tracts and to 
whom, on that account, he wished to write, and 
sending his tracts to others, to whom he thought 
it proper to introduce them by letter, he found 
himself engaged in a correspondence, which 
much engrossed his time, but which proved of 
great importance in procuring many advocates 
for his cause. 

In the year 1762, when he had obtained a 
still greater store of information, he published a 
larger work. This, however, he entitled, A 
j5hort Account of that Part of Africa inhabited 
by the Neirroes. In 1767 he published, A Cau- 
tion and Warning to Great-Britain and her Col- 



ABOLITION OP THE SLAVE-TRADE. 



59 



onies, on the Calamitous State of the enslaved 
Negroes in the British Dominions: and soon 
after this, appeared, A Historical Account of 
Guinea, its Siaiation, Produce, and the General 
Disposition of its Inhabitants; with an Inquiry 
into the Rise and Progress of the Slave-trade, 
its Nature, and Calamitous Effects. This 
pamphlet contained a clear and distinct develope- 
mcnt of the subject, from the best authorities. 
It contained also the sentiments of many en- 
lightened men upon it ; and it became instru- 
mental- beyond any other book ever before pub- 
lished, in diiiseminating a proper knowledge and 
detestation of this trade. 

Anthony Benezet may be considered as one of 
the most zealous, vigilant, and active advocates, 
which the cause of ihe oppressed Africans ever 
had. He seemed to have been born and to have 
lived for the promotion of it, and therefore he 
never omitted any the least opportunity of serv- 
ing it. If a person called upon him who was 
going a journey, his first thoughts usually were, 
how he could make him an instrument in its fa- 
vour ; and he either gave him tracts to distrib- 
ute, or he setit letters by him, or he gave him 
some commission on the subject, so that he was 
the means of employing several persons at the 
same time, in various parts of America, in ad- 
vancing!: the work he had undertaken. 

In the same manner he availed himself of 
every other circumstance, as far as he could, to 
the same end. When he heard that Mr. Gran- 
vill Sharp had obtained, in the year 1772, the 
noble verdict in the cause of Somerset the slave, 
he opened a correspondence with him, which he 
kept up, that there might be an union of action 
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between them hr the future, as far as it could 
be effected, and that they might each give en- 
couragement to the other to proceed. 

He wrote also a letter to the Countess of Hun- 
tingdon on the following subject* f^he hat] 
founded a college, at the recommendation oi 
George Whitefield, called the Orphan-house, near 
iSavannah, in Georgia, and had endowed it. The 
object of this institution was, to furnish scholas- 
tic instruction to the poor, and to prepare some 
of them for the ministr3\ George Whitefield, 
ever attentive to the cause of the poor Africans, 
thought that this institution might have been 
useful to them also ; but soon after his death, 
thvy ^vho succeeded him bought slaves, and these 
in unusual numbers, to extend the rice and indi- 
go plantations belonging to the college. The 
letter then in question was written by Anthony 
Benezet, in order to lay before the Countess, as 
a religious woman, the misery she was oc?iasion- 
ing in Africa, by allowing the managers of her 
college in Georgia to give encouragement to the 
Slave-trade. The Countess replied, that such a 
mfasure should never have her countenance, 
and that she would take care to prevent it. 

On discovering that the Abbe Raynal had 
broujyht out his celebrated work, in which he 
manifested a tender feeling in behalf of the in- 
jured Africans, he entered into a correspondence 
with him, hoping to make him yet more useful 
to their cause. 

Finding, also, in the year 1783, that the Slave- 
trade, which had greatly declined during the 
American war, was reviving, he addressed a pa 
thetic letier to our Q,ueen, (as I mentioned in 
the last chapter,) who, on hearing the high char- 
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acter of the writer of it from Benjamia West^ 
received it with marks of peculiar condescension 
and attention. The foilowiog is a copy of it. 

To Charlotte, Queen of Grcat-^Brita^n, 

*' Impressed with a sense of religious duty, 
and encouraged by the opinion generally enter- 
tained of thy benevolent disposition to succour 
the; distressed, i take the liberty, very respectful- 
ly, to ofFor to thy peruHal some tracts, which, I 
believe faithfully desciibe the suffering condi- 
tion of many hundred thousands of our fellow- 
Cieatures of the rlfrican race, great numbers of 
whom, rent from every tender connexion in life, 
are annually taken from their native land, to 
endure; in the American islands and plantations, 
a most rigorous and cruel slavery ; whereby 
many, vc^ry many of them, are brought to a 
melancholy and untimely end. 

" Whon it is considered that the inhabitants 
of Great-Britain, who are themselves so eminent- 
ly blessed in the enjoyment of religious and civil 
liberty, have long been, and yet are, very deeply 
concerned in this flagrant violation of the com- 
mon rights of mankind, and that even its nation- 
al authority is exerted in support of the African 
Slave-trade, there is much reason to apprehend, 
that this has been, and, as long a» the evil exists, 
will continue to be, an occasion of drawing down 
the Divine displeasure on the nation and its de- 
pendencies May these considerations induce 
thee to interpose thy kind endeavours in behalf 
of this greatly injured people, whose abject situ- 
ation gives them an additional claim to the pity 
and assistance of the generous miud, inasmuch 
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as they are altogether deprived of the means of 
soiicitinff effectual relief for themselves; thatsa 
thou mayesf, not only be a blessed instrument m 
tiie hand of Him * by whom kings reign and 
princes decree justice/ to avert the awful judge- 
ments by which the empire has already been so 
remarkably shaken, but that thi blessings of 
thousands ready to perish may come upon thee, 
at a time when the superiour advantages atten- 
dant on thy situation m this world will no longer 
be of any avail to thy consolation and support. 

" To the tracts on this subject to which I 
have thus ventured to crave thy particular atten- 
tion, I have added some which at different times 
I have believed it my duty to publish,* and 
which, I trust, will afford thee some satisfaction, 
their design being for the fuitlierance of that 
universal peace and good-will amongst men, 
which the gospe! was intended to introduce. 

** I hope thou wilt kindly excuse the freedom 
used on this occasion by an ancient man, whose 
mind, for more than forty years past, has been 
much separated from the common intercourse of 
the world, and long painfully exercised in the 
consideration of the miseries under which so 
large a part of mankind, equally with us the ob- 
jects of redeeming love, are suffering the most 
unjust and grievous oppression, and who sincere- 
ly desires thy tt^mporal and eternal felicity, and 
that of thy royal consort. 

Anthony Benezet." 

Anthony Benezet, besides the care he bestow- 
ed upon forwarding the cause of the oppressed 

* These related lo the principles of Uie reiig-ious society oi 
the Quakers!. 
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Airicans hi different parts of the world, found 
time to promote the comforts and improve the 
condition of those in the State in which he 
lived. Apprehending that much advantage 
would arise both to them and the public, from 
instructing thern in common learning, he zeal- 
ously promoted the establishraeut of a school for 
that purpose. Much of the two last years of hisj 
life he devoted to a personal attendance on this 
school, being earnestly desirous that they who 
came to it might be better qualified for the en- 
joyment of that freedom to which great numbers 
of them had been then restored. To this he 
sacrificed the superiour emoluments of his for- 
mer school, and his bodily ease also, although 
the weakness of his constitution seemed to de- 
mand indulgence. By his last will he directed, 
that, after the decease of his widow, his whole 
little fortune (the savings of the industry of fifty 
years) should, except a few very small legacies, 
be applied to the support of it. During his at- 
tendance upon it ho had the happiness to find, 
(and his situation enabled him to make the com- 
parison,) that Providence had been equally lib- 
eral to the Africans in genius and talents as to 
other people. ^ 

After a few days illness this excellent man 
died at Philadelphia in the spriiig of 1784. The 
interment of his remains was attended by sev- 
eral thousands of all ranks, professions, and par- 
ties, who united in deploring their loss. The 
mournful procession was closed by some hun- 
dreds of those poor Africans, who had been per- 
sonally benefited by his labours, and whose be- 
haviour on the occasion, showed the gratitude 
and affection they considered to he due to him 
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as their own private benefactor, as well as the 
benefactor of thetr whole race. 

Others in America, beside the Ciuakers, early 
took the pan of the opprecised Africans, lii the 
firat part of the eighteenth century,Ju(ige Scwall, 
of INevv-Englaud, canii^ forward as a zealous ad- 
vocate for th^,m. He addressed a niemonal to 
the legislature, which he called The Selhng of 
Joseph, and in which he pleaded their cause 
both as a lawyer and a Christian. This niemo- 
r;.jl produced an etFect upon many but particu- 
larly upon those of his own persuasion ; and 
from this time the presbyterians appear to have 
*?,ncnuraged a sympathy in their favour. 

Li the year 17^59, the celel>rated George 
Whitefield became an instrument in turning the 
attention of many others to I heir hard case^ and 
of begetting m these a fellow-sympathy towards 
them. Tins laborious minister, having been 
deeply aifected with what he had seen in the 
course of his religious travels in America, 
thought it his duty to address a letter from Georgia 
to the inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia, and 
North and South Carolina. This letter was 
printed in the year above mentioned, and is in 
part as follows: 



As i lately passecf through your provinces in 
my way hither, I was sensibly touched with a 
fellow-feeling for the miseries of the poor Ne- 
groes. Whether it be lawful for Christians to 
buy slaves, and thereby encourage the nations 
from whom they are bought to be at perpetual 
war with each other, I shall not take upon me to 
determine. Sure I am it is sinful, when they 
have bought them, to use them as bad as though 
they were brutes, nay worse; and whatever par* 
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licular exceptions there may be (as I would 
charitably hope there are some) I fear the gen- 
erality of you, who own Negroes, are liable to 
such a charge ; for your slaves, I believe, work 
as hard, if not harder than the horses whereon 
you ride. These, after they have done their 
work, are fed and taken proper care of; but 
many Negroes when wearied with labour in your 
plantations, have been obliged to grind their corn 
after their return home. Your dogs are caressed 
and fondled at your table ; but your slaves, who 
are frequently called dogs or beasts, have not an 
equal privilege. They are scarce permitted to 
pick up the crumbs which fall from their master's 
table. Not to mention what numbers have been 
given up to the inhuman usage of cruel task- 
masters- who, by their unrelenting scourges have 
ploughed their backs, and made long furrows, 
and at length brought them even unto death. 
When passing along I have viewed your planta- 
tions cleared and cultivated, many spacious 
houses built, and the owners of them faring 
sumptuously every day, my blood has frequently 
•ilmost run cold within me, to consider how 
many of your slaves had neither convenient food 
to eat nor proper raimentrs to put on, notwith- 
standing most of the comforts you enjoy were 
solely owing to their indefatigable labours.'* 

The letter, from which this is an extract, pro- 
duced a desirable effect upon many of those, who 
perused it, but particularly upon such as began to 
be seriously disposed ii these times. And as 
George Whitefieid continued a firm friend to the 
poor Africans, never losing an opportunity of 
serving them, he interested, in the course of hf& 
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Useful life, many thousands of his followers in 
their favour. 

In the year 1772, a disposition favourable to 
the oppressed Africans became very generally 
manifest in some of the American Provinces. 
The house of burgesses of Virginia even pre- 
seiited a petition to the King, beseeching his 
maj^'sty to remove ail those restraints on his 
govornours of that colony, which inhibited their 
ai-ist nt to such laws, as nmijiit check that inhu- 
man and impolitic commerce, the Slave-irade: 
and it is remarkable, that the refusal of the Brit- 
ish government to permit the Virginians to ex- 
clude slaves from among them by law, was enu- 
merated afterwards among the public reasons for 
separating from the mother country 

But this friendly dispof^inon was greatly in- 
creased in the year I77l>, by the literary labours 
of Dr. Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia,* whc), I 
believe, is a membtjr of the presbyierian church. 
For in this year, at the instigation of Anthony 
B( nezet, he took up the cause ot the oppressed 
Africans in a little work, which he entitled, An 
Address to the Iniiabitants of the British Settle- 
ments on the Slavery of the Negroes ; and soon 
afterwards in another, which was a vindication 
of the first, in answer to an acrimonious attack 
by a West-Indian planter. These p«iblications 
contained many new observations. They were 
written in a polished style ; and while they ex- 
hibited th^ erudition and talents, they showed 
the liberality and benevolence, <»f the author. 
Having had a considerable circulation, they 

* Dr. Rush has heeu bettor known siiirn for liis oxhrr Hternry 
works ; sMch m iiis iVJrdiVai DisserttiiifHis, his Treatis'es on the 
Discipline of tSchools, Criminal haw, &c. 
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sproac conviction anion^^ many, and promoted 
the cause tor which they had been so Jaudably 
undertaken. 

But in the next year, or in the year 1774,* 
the increased g-ood-will towards the Africans be- 
came apparent, but more particularly m tVnn- 
sylvania, where the (Quakers were more numcif-* 
ous than in any other state, that they, who con- 
sidered themselves more immediately as the 
friends of these injured people, thought it right 
to avail themselves of it: and accordingly James: 
Pemberton, one of the most conspicuous of the 
Quakers in Pennsylvania, and Dr. flush, one of 
the most conspicuous of those helongmg to the 
various other religious communities in that prov- 
ince, undertook, in conjunction with others, the 
important task of bringing those into a society 
who were friendly to this caus«'. In this under- 
taking they succeeded. This society, which 
was confined to Pennsylvania, was the first ever 
formed in America, in which there was an union 
of persons of different religious denominations 
in behaff of the African race. 

But this society had scarcely begun to act^ 
when the war broke out between England and 
America, which had the effect of checking its 
operations. This was con.svdercd as a severe 
blow upon it. But as those things which appear 
most to our disadvantage, turn out often the 
most to our benefit, so the war. by giving birth 
to the independence of America, was ultimately 
favourable to its progress. For as this contest 

*In this year, Elhanan Winchrater, a supporter of the doc- 
trine of universal miemption, lurnedtlie atteiilion of manj^ of 
his hearers to this subject, both by privsUe inierferenc* ana by 
preaching expressly up&n it. 
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had produced during its continuance, SO it left, 
when was over, a general enthusiasm for liber- 
ty. Many talked of little else but of the freedom 
tliey had gained. These were naturally led to 
the consideration of those among them, who 
were groaning in bondage. They began to feel 
for their hard case. They began to think that 
they should not deserve the new blessing which 
they had acquired, if they denied it to others. 
Thus the discussions, which originated in this 
contest, became the occasion of turning the at- 
tention of many, who might not otherwise have 
thought of it, towards the miserable condition 
of the slaves. 

Nor were writers wanting, who, influenced by 
considerations on the war and the independence 
resulting from it, made their works subservient 
to the same benevolent end. A work, entitled, 
A Seiious Address to the Rulers of America on 
the Inconsistency of their Conduct respecting 
Slavery, forr.iing a Contrast between the En- 
croachments of England on American Liberty 
and American Injustice in tolerating Slavery, 
which app^jared in !783, was particularly instru- 
mental in producing this effect. This excited a 
more than usual attention to the case of these 
oppressed people, and where most of all it could 
be useful. For the author compared in two op- 
posite columns the animated speeches and resolu- 
tions of the members of congress in behalf of 
their own liberty with their conduct in continu- 
ing slavery to others. Hence the legislature be* 
gan to feel the inconsistency of the practice ; 
and 30 far had the sense of this inconsistency 
spread therl, that when tffe delegates met from 
each State, to consider of a federal union, therR 
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was a desire that the abolition of the Slave- * 
trade should be one of the articles in it. This 
was, however, opposed by the delegates from 
Nfirth and South Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, 
and Georgia, the five States which had the great- 
est concern in slaves. But even these offered 
to agree to the article, provided a condition was 
annexed to it, (which was afterwards done,) that 
the power of such abolition should not com- 
mence in the legislature till the first of January 
1808. 

In consequence, then, of these different cir- 
cumstances, the society of Pennsylvania, the ob- 
ject of which was " for promoting the abolition 
of slavery and the relief of free Negroes unlaw- 
fully held in bondage," became so popular, that 
in the year 1787 it was thought de^sirabie to en- 
large it. Accordingly several new members 
vvere admitted into it. The celebrated Dr. 
Franklin, who had long warmly espoused the 
cause of the injured Africans, was appointed 
president ; James Pemberton and Jonathan Pen- 
rose were appointed vice-presidents; Dr. Benja- 
min Rush and Tench Coxe, secreiaries ; James 
Star, treasurer. 



CHAPTER V, 

Circumstance which called the attention of the 
Author to the African cause* 

Dr. Peckard, vice-chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, had distinguished himself in 
the earlier part of his life by certain publications 
on the intermediate state of the soul, and bv 
7 
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Others in favour of civil and religious liberty. 
To the latter cause he was a warm friend, seldom 
omitting any opportunity of declaring his senti- 
ments in its favour. In the course of his pre- 
ferment he was appointed by Sir John Griffin, 
afterwards Lord Howard, of Walden, to the 
mastership of Magdalen College in the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge. In this high office he con- 
sidered it to be his duty to support those doc- 
trines which he had espoused when in an infe- 
riour station ; and accordingly, when in the year 
1784 it devolved upon him to preach a sermon 
before the University of Cambridge, he chose his 
favourite subject, in the handling of which he 
took an opportunity of speaking of the Slave- 
trade in the following nervous manner : 

" Now, whether we consider the crime, with 
respect to the individuals concerned in this most 
barbarous and cruel traffic, or whether we con- 
sider it as patronized and encouraged by the 
laws of the land, it presents to our view an equal 
degree of enormity. A crime, founded on a 
dreadful preeminence in wickedness : a crime 
which, being both of individuals and the nation, 
must some time draw down upon us the heaviest 
judgement of Almighty God, who made oi one 
blood all the sons of men, and who gave to all 
equally a natural right to liberty; and who, rul- 
ing all the kingdoms of the earth with equal 
providential justice, cannot suffer such deliber- 
ate, such monstrous iniquity, to pass long un- 
punished." 

But Dr. Peckard did not consider this delivery 
of his testimony, though it was given before a 
learned and religious t)ody, as a sufficient dis- 
charge of his duty, wkilG any opportunity re- 
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mained of renewing it with effect. And, as 
such an one offered in the year 1785, when he 
was vice-chancellor of the University, he em- 
braced it. In consequence of bis office, it de- 
volved upon him to give out two subjects for 
Latin dissertations, one to the middle bachelors, 
and the other to the senior bachelors of arts. 
They who produced the best were io obtain the 
prizes. To the latter, he proposed the follow- 
ijrr: "Anne liceat Invitos in Seivitutem dare?" 
or, *' Is it right to make slaves of others against 
their will?" 

This circumstance of giving out the subjects 
for the prizes, though only an ordinary measure, 
became the occasion of my own labours, or of 
the real honour which I feel in being able to 
consider myself as the next coadjutor of tliis 
class in the cause of the injured Africans. For 
it happened in this year that, being of the order 
of senior bachelors, 1 became qualified to write. 
I had gained a prize for the best Latin disserta- 
tion in the former year, and, therefore, it v/as 
expected that I should obtain one in the present, 
or I should be considered as having lost my 
reputation both in the eyes of the University and 
of my own College. It had happened also, that 
I had been honoured with the first of the prizos* 
in that year, and therefore it was expected again, 
that I should obtain the first on this occasion. 
The acquisition of the second, however honour- 
able, would have been considered as a falling 
off, or as a loss of former fame. I felt myself, 
therefore, particularty called upon to maintain 

*Tlif;re are two prizes on Phcli suljocl, one for the best gjni 
(he other for the second-best essays. 
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my post. And, with feelings of this kind, I be- 
gan to prepare rnyself for the question. 

In studying the thesis, I conceived it to point 
directly to the African Slave-trade, and more 
particularly as I knew that Dr. Peckard, in the 
sermon which I have mentioned, had pronounced 
so warmly against it. At any rate, I determined 
to give it this construction. But, alas! I was 
whollv if norant of this subject; and^ what was 
unfortunate, a few weeks only were allowed for 
the t^omposition. I was determined, however, 
to make the best use of my time. I got access 
to the manuscript papers of a deceased friend, 
who had beer? in the trade. I was acquainted 
also with several officers who had been in the 
West-Indies, and from these I gained something. 
But I still felt myself at a loss for materials, and 
I did not know where to get them ; when going 
by accident into a friend's house, I took up a 
newspaper then lying on his table. One of the 
articles, which attracted my notice, was an ad- 
vertisement of Anthony Benezet's Historical 
Account of Guinea. I soon left my friend and 
his paper, and, to lose no time, hastened to Lon- 
don to buy it. In this precious book I found 
almost all I wanted. I obtained, by means of 
it, a knowledge of, and gained access to, the 
great authorities of Adanson, Moore, Barbot, 
Smith, Bosman, and others. - It was of great 
consequence to know what these persons had 
said upon this subject. For, having been them' 
selves either long resident in Africa, or very fre- 
quently there, iheir knowledge of it could not 
be questioned. Having been concerned also \\\ 
|he trade, it was not likely that they would crim- 
inate themselves more than they could avoid* 
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Writing too at a time, when the abolition was 
not even thought of, they could not have been 
biassed with any view to that event. And, lastly, 
having been dead many years, they could not 
have been influenced, as living evidences may 
be supposed to have been, either to conceal or 
lo exaggerate, as their own interest might lead 
them, either by being concerned in th ^ continu- 
ance of the trade, or by supporting the opinions 
of those of their patrons in power, who were on 
ihe different sides of this question. 

Furnished then in this manner, I began my 
work. But no person can tell the severe trial, 
which the writing of it proved to me. I had 
ox|:ected pleasure from the invention of the ar- 
guments, from the anangement of them, from 
the putting of them together, and from the 
thought in the interim that I was engaged in an 
innoccviv contest for literary honour. But all 
my pleasure was damped by the facts which were 
now continually before me. It was but one 
gloomy sjiibject from morning to night. In the 
daytiaie 1 was uneasy. In the night I had little 
rest. I sometimes never closed my eyelids for 
grief. It became now not so much a trial for 
academical reputation, as for the production of 
a work, which might be useful to injured Africa. 
And keeping this idea in my mind ever after the 
perusal of Bcnezet, 1 always slept with a candle 
in my room, that I might rise out of bed and 
j)ut down such thoughts as might occur to me in 
the night, if I judged them valuable, conceiving 
that no arguments of any moment should be lost 
in so great a cause. Having at length finished 
this pliraful task, I sent my Essay to the vice- 
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chancellor, aad soon afterwards foond myseU" 
honoured as before with the first prize. 

As it is usual to read these essays publicly in 
the genatehouse soon after the prize is adjudged, 
I was called to Cambridge for this purpose. I 
went and perforaied my office. On returning 
however to London, the subject of it almost 
wholly engrossed my thoughts. I became at 
limes very seriously affected while upon the 
road. I stopped my horse occasionally, and dis- 
mounted and walked. I frequently tried to per- 
suade myself in these intervals that the contents 
of my Essay could not be true. The more how- 
ever I reflected upon them, or rather upon the 
authorities on which they were founded, the 
more I gave them credit. Coming in sight of 
Wade's Mill in Hertfordshire, I sat down dis- 
consolate on the turf by the road side and held 
my horse. Here a thought came ipto my mind, 
that, if the contents of the Essay were true, it 
was time some person should see these calami- 
ties to their end. Agitated in this manner I 
reached home. This was in the summer of 
1785. 

In the course of the autumn of the same year 
I experienced similar impressions. I walked 
frequently into the woods, that I might think on 
the subject in solitude, and find relief to my 
mind there. But there the question still recur- 
red, Are these things true Still the answer 
followed as instantaneously, " They are." Stii! 
the result accompanied it, " Then surely some 
person should interfere." I then began to envy 
those who had seats in parliament, and who had 
great riches, and widely extended connexions, 
which would enable them to take up this cause. 
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Finding scarcely any one at that time who 
thought of iij I was turned frequently to myself. 
Bat here many difficulties arose. It struck me, 
among others, that a young man of only twenty- 
four years of age could not have that solid judge 
ment, or knowledge of men, manners, and 
things, which were requisite to qualify him to 
undertake a task of such magnitude and impor- 
tance ; and with whom was i to unite 1 I be- 
lieved also that it looked so much like one of 
the feigned labours of Hercules, that my under- 
standing would be suspected if I proposed it. 
On ruminating however on the subject, I found 
one thing at least practicable, and that this also 
was in my power. I could translate my Latin 
dissertation, I could enlarge it usefully. I 
could see how the public received it, or how far 
they were likely to favour any serious measures? 
which should have a tendency to produce the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. Upon this then I 
determined ; and in the middle of the month of 
November 1785, I began my work. 

By the middle of January, I had finished half 
of it, though I had made considerable additions. 
I now thought of engaging with some bookseller 
to print it when finished. For this purpose 1 
called upon Mr. Cadell, in the Strand, and con- 
sulted him about it. He said that as the origin- 
al Essay had been honoured by the University of 
Cambridge with the first prize, this circumstance 
would ensure it a respectable circulation among 
persons of taste. I own I was not much pleased 
with his opinion. I wished the Essay to find its 
way among useful people, atjd among such ag 
would think and act with me. Accordingly I 
left Mf. Cadell, after having thanked bim for 
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his civility, and determined, as I thought I had 
time sufficient before dinner, to call upon a 
fr{<}nd lu the city. In going past the Iloyal Ex- 
change, Mr. Joseph Hancock, one of the relig- 
ious society of the Quakers, and with \vhosc 
family my own had been long united in friend- 
ship, suddenly met me. He first accosted m?) 
by saying that i was the person, whom he was 
wishing to sec. He then asked me why I had 
not published by Prize E^ssay. I asked him in 
lemrn what had made him tlunk of that subject 
in particular. He replied, that his own Society 
had long taken it up as a religious body, and in- 
dividuals among thorn were wishing to find nic 
out. I asked him who. He answered, Jame- 
Piiillips, a bookseller m Gev>rge-yard, Lombard- 
Street, and William Ddlwyn, of WalthamMow, 
and others. Having but little time to spare, I 
desired him lo introduce me to one of them. 
In a few minutes he took me to James Phillips, 
who was ihen the only one of them in town ; 
by whose conversation J. was so much interested 
and encouraged, that without any further liesita- 
li'tn I olfer cl him the publication of my work. 
This accidental introduction of me to James 
Phillips was, I found afterwards, a most happy 
circumstance for the promotion of the cause, 
which I had then so deeply at heart, as it led 
me to the knowledge of S3veral of those, who 
became afterwards material coadjutors in it. It 
was also of great importance to me with respect 
to the work itself. For he possessed an acute 
penetration, a solid judgement, and a literary 
knowledge, which he proved by the many altera- 
tions and additions he proposed, and which I 
believe I uniformly adopted, after mature;^ con- 
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sideration, from a sense of their real value. It 
was advantageous to me also, inasmuch as it led 
ine to his friendship, which was never interrupted 
but by his death. 

On my second visit to James Phillips, at which 
time I brought him about half my manuscript 
for the press, I desired him to introduce me to 
William Dilhvyn, as he also had mentioned him 
to me on my first visit, and as I had not seen 
Mr. Hancock since. Matters were accordingly 
arranged, and a day appointed before I left him. 
On this day I had my first interview with my 
new friend. Two or three others of his own 
religious society were present, but who they were 
I do not now recollect. There seemed to be a 
great desire among them to know the motive by 
which I had been actuated in contending for the 
prize. I told them frankly, that I had no motive 
but that which other young men in the Universi- 
ty had on such occasiona ; namely, the wish of 
being distinguished, or of obtaining literary 
honour ; but that I had felt so deeply on the 
fiubject of it, that I had lately interested myself 
in it from a motive of duty. My conduct seem- 
ed to be highly approved by those present, and 
much conversation ensued, but it was of a gen- 
eral nature. 

As William Dillwyn wished very much to see 
me at his house at Walthamstovv, I appointed 
the thirteenth of March to spend the day with 
liim there. We talked lor the most part, during 
my stay, on the subject of my Eissay. 1 soon 
discovered the treasure I had met with in his lo- 
cal knowledge, bo*h of the Slave-trade and of 
slavery, as they existed in the United States, and 
1 gained from him several facts, which with his 
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permission I afterwards inserted in my work' 
But how surprised was i to hear in the course of 
our conversation of the labours of Granville 
Sharp, of the writings of RiUnsay, and of the 
controversy m which the lauei was engaged, of 
all which 1 had hitherto known nothing i How- 
surprised was I to learn, that William Dillwyn 
himself, had two vears before associated himseif 
with live others for the purpose of enlightening 
the public mind upon tbis great subject ! How 
astonished was I to fin ;> that a society hod been 
formed in America for the same object, with 
some of the principal members of which hi^ was 
intimately acquainted' And how still more as- 
tonished at the inference which instantly rushed 
upon my mind, that he was capable of being 
made the great medium of c4>nBsxiori between 
them all. These thoughts almost overpowered 
me. I believe that ai'ter this I talked but hitle 
more to my friend. My mind wasoverwhelmed 
with the thought that I had beer> providentially 
directed to his house ; that the finger of Provi- 
dence was beginning to be discernible ; that the 
daystar of African liberty was rising, and that 
prohabjy I might be permitted to become a hum- 
ble in.strumcnt \n promoting it. 

In the course of attending to my vvork, as now 
in the press, James Phillips introduced me also 
to Granvill(» Sharp, with w}i(»m I had afterwards 
Tnany interesting interviews from time to time^ 
and whom I discovered to be a distant relation 
by my father's side. 

He introduced me also by letter to a corres- 
pondence with Mr. Ramsay, who in a short time 
a.ft' rwards cime to liondon to see me. 

He introduced me also to his coiisin> Richard 
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i*hil!ips of Lincoln's Inn, who was at that time 
on the point of joining the religious society of 
the Quakers. In him I found much sympathy, 
and a willingness to cooperate with ine. When 
dull and disconsolate, he encouraged ine Whea 
in spirits, he stimulated me further. Him I am 
now to mention as a new, but soon afterwards as 
an active and mdefatigabie coadjutor in the cause. 
But I shall say more concerning him in a future 
chapter. I shall only now add, that my work 
was at length printed ; that it was entitled, An 
Essay on the Slavery and commerce of the hu- 
«ian Species, particularly the African, translated 
from a Latin Dissertation, which was honoured 
with the First Prize in the UHiversity of Camj- 
bridgCi for the Year 1725 ; with Additions; aud 
that it was ushered into the world in the month 
of June 1786, or in about a year after it had 
been read in the Senatehouse in its first form. 



CHAPTER VL 

Author^ s farther account of his labours and 
feeling a. — New friends to the cau^e discover' 
td. — Mr, Wilherforce. — Committee formed, 

I HAD purposed, as I said before, when I de- 
termined to publish my Essay, to wait tf? see 
how the world would receive it, ol* what dispo- 
sition there would be in the public to favour my 
measures for the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
But the conversation, which T had held on the 
thirteenth of March with William Dillwyn, con- 
tinued to make such an impression upon me, 
that I thought now there could be no occasion 
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for waiting for such a purpose. It seemed now 
only necessary to go forward. Others I found 
had already begun the work. I had been thrown 
suddenly annong these, as into a new world of 
friends. I believed also that a way was opening 
under Provideqco for support. And I now 
thought that nothing remained for me but to pro- 
cure as many coadjutors as I could. 

I had long had the honour of the friendship 
of Mr. Bennet Langton, and I determined to 
carry him one of my books, and to interest his 
feelings in it, with a view of procaring his as- 
sistance »n the cause. Mr. Laugton was a gen- 
tleraan of an ancient family, and respectable 
fortune in Lincolnshire, but resided then in 
QueenVsquare, Westminster. He was known 
as the friend of Dr. Johnson, Jonas Hanway, 
Edmund Burke, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and others. 
Among his acquaintance indeed were most of 
the literary, and eminent professional, and pub- 
lic-spirited men of the times. At court also he 
was well known, and had the esteem of his pres- 
ent majesty, with whom he frequently conversed. 
His friends were numerous also in both houses 
of the legislature. As to himself, he was mucli 
noted for his learning, but most of all for the 
great example he gave with respect to the use- 
fulness and integrity of his life. 

By introducing my work to the sanction of a 
friend of such high character and extensive con- 
nexions, I thought I should be doing great 
things. And so the event proved. Tor when I 
went to him after, he had read it, 1 found that 
it had made a deep impression upon his mind. 
As a friend to humanity he lamented o/er the 
miseries of the oppressed Africansj and over the 
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crimes of their tyrants as a friend to morality 
and religion. He cautioned me, however, 
against being too sanguine in my expectations, 
as so many thousands were interested in contin- 
uing the trade. Justice, however, which he 
said weighed with him beyond all private or po- 
litical interest, demanded a public inquiry, and 
he would assist me to the utmost of his power in 
my attempts towards it. From this time he be- 
came a zealoua and active coadjutor in the 
cause, and continued so to the end of his valua- 
ble life. 

The next person, to whom f gave my work 
Vvith a like view, was Dr> Baker, a clergyman of 
the Establishment, and with whom I had been 
in habits of intimacy for some time. Dr. Baker 
wr.s a learned and pious man. He had perform- 
ed the duties of bis profession from the time of 
his i^uiation into the church in an exemplary 
manner, not only by paying a proper attention 
io the customary services, but by the frequent 
visitation of the sick and the instructions of the 
poor. This he had done too to admiration in a 
particularly extensive parish. At the time I knew 
him he had Mayfair chapel, of which an unusual 
portion of the congregation consisted then of per- 
sons of rank and fortune. With most of these he 
had a personal acquaintance. This was of great 
importance to me in the promotion of my views- 
Having left him my book for a month, I called 
upon him. The result was that which I expect* 
'id from so good a man. He did not wait for 
me to ask him for his cooperation, but he offers 
*id his services in any way which I might think 
most eligible, feeling it his duty, as he express- 
ed it, to become an instrument in exposing such 
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a complication of guilt and misery to the world. 
Dr. Baker became from this time an active co- 
adjutor also, and continued so to his death. 

The person, to whom I sent my \»ork next, 
was the late Lord Scarsdale, whose family I had 
known for about two years. Both he and his 
lady read it with attention. They informed me, 
after the perusal of it, that both of them were 
desirous of assisting me in promoting the cau£:e 
of the poor Africans. Lady Scarsdale lamented 
that she might possibly offend nqar and dear 
connexions, who had interests in the West-In- 
dies, bv so dnincr ; hut ihat conscious of no in- 
tention to offend these, and considering the du- 
ties of religion to be the first to be attended to, 
she should be pleased to become useful in so 
good a cause. Lord Scarsdale also assured me, 
that, if the subject should ever come before the 
House of Lords, it should have his constant sup- 
port. 

While attempting to make friends in this man- 
ner, I received a letter from Mr. Ramsay, with 
an invitation to spend a month at his house at 
Teston, near Maidstone in Kent. This I ac- 
cepted, that I might commniiicate to him the 
progress I had made, that I might gain more 
knowledge from him on the subject, and that I 
might acquire new strength and encouragement 
to proceed. On hearing my account of my pro- 
ceedings, which 1 detailed to him on the first 
evening of our meeting, he seemed almost over- 
powered with joy. He said he had been long of 
opinion, that the release of the Africans from 
the scourges of this cruel trade, was within the 
determined views of Providence, and that by 
inming the pnblic attention to their misery, we 
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should be the insirumenta of beginning thegodd 
work. then informed me how long he him- 
self had had their cause at heart ; that commu- 
nicating his feelings to Sir Charles Middleton 
(now Lord Barham) and his lady, the latter had 
urged him to undertalie a work in their behalf; 
that her importunities were great respecting it; 
and that he had on this account, and in obedi- 
ence also to his own feelings, as has been before 
mentioned, begun it; but that, foreseeing the 
censure and abuse, which such a subject, treated 
in anv oossible manner, must brinsr uoon the 
author, he had laid it aside for some time. He 
had, however, resumed it at the solicitation of 
Dr. Porteus, then bishop of Chester, after which, 
in the. year 1784, it made its appearance in the 
world. 

I was delighted with this account on the first 
evening of my arrival ; but more particularly as 
I collected from it, that I might expect in the 
bishop of Chester and Sir Charles Middleton, 
two new friends to the cause. This expectation 
was afterwards fully realized, as the reader will 
see in Us proper place. But I was still more de- 
lighted, wlipu I was informed that Sir Charles 
and Lady Middleton, with Mrs. Bouverie, lived 
at Testonhall, in a park, which was but a few 
yards from the house in which 1 than was. In 
the morning I desired an introduction to them, 
which accordingly took place, and I found my- 
self much encouraged and supported by this 
visit. 

It is not necessary, nor indeed is there room, 
to detail my employments in this village, or the 
lonely walks I took there, or the meditations of 
my mind at such seasons. I will therefore come 
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at once to a particular occurrence. When ad 
dinner one day with the family at TestonhaHy 
I was much pleased with the turn which the 
conversation had taken on the subject, and in 
the joy of mj heart, I exclaimed, that *' I was 
ready to devote myself to the cause." This 
brought great commendation from those present ; 
and Sir Charles Middleton added, that if I want- 
ed any information in the course of my future 
inquiries relative to Africa, which he could pro- 
cure me as comptroller of the navy, sach as ex- 
tracts from the journals of the ship,«i of war to 
that continent, or from other papers, I should 
have free access to his office. This offer I re- 
ceived with thankfulness, and it operated as a 
new encouragement to me to proceed. 

The next morning, when I awoke, one of the 
iirst things that struck me was, that I had givert 
a pledge to the company the day before, that i 
would devote myself to the cause of the oppress-- 
ed Africans. I became a little uneasy at this. 
J questioned whether I had considered matters 
sufficiently to be able to go so far with propriety. 
I determined therefore to give the subject a full 
consideration, and accordingly I walked to the 
place of my usual meditations, the woods. 

Having now reached a place of solitude, I be- 
gan to balance every thing on both sides of the 
question. I considered first, that I had not yet 
obtained information sufficient ors the subject, 
to qualify me for the undertaking of such a work» 
But I reflected, on the other hand, that Sir 
Charles Middleton had just opened to me a new 
source of knowledge ; that I should be backed 
fey the local information of Dillwyn and Ramsay. 
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Tind that surely, by taking pains, I could acquire 
snore. 

1 then considered, that I had not yet a suffi- 
cient number of friends to support me. This 
occasioned me to review them. 1 had now Sir 
Charles Middleton, who was in the House of 
Commons. I was sure of Dr. Porteus, who was 
in the House of ' Lords. I could count upon 
Lord Scarsdale, who was a peer also. I had 
secured Mr. Langton, who had a most extensive 
acquaintance with members of both houses of 
the legislature. I had also secured Dr. Baker, 
who had similar connexions, 1 could depend upon 
Granville Sharp, James Phillips, Richard Phil- 
lips, Ramsay, Dillwyn, and the little committee 
to which he belonged, as well as the whole society 
of the Quakers. I thought therefore upon the 
whole, that, considering the short time I had 
been at work, I was well off with respect to 
support. I believed also that there were still 
several of my own acquaintance, whom I could 
interest in the question, and I did not doubt that, 
by exerting myself diligently, persons, who 
were then strangers to me, would be raised up 
in time. 

I considered next, that it was impossible for a 
great cause like this to be forwarded without 
large pecuniary funds. I questioned whether 
some thousand pounds would not be necessary, 
and from whence was such a sum to come ? In 
answer to this, I persuaded myself that generous 
people would be found, who would unite with 
me in contributing their rnite tov/ards the un- 
dertaking, and I seemed confident that, as Jlhe , 
Quakers had taken up the cause as a religion? 
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body, they would not be bebiud hand in support 
ing it. 

I considered lastly, that, if I took up the 
question, 1 must devote raydeli' whoDy to it. 1 
was sensible that i little labour now and then 
would be inadequate to the purpose, or that, 
where the interests of so many thousand persona 
were likely to be affected, constant exertion 
would be necessary. I felt certain that, if ever 
the matter were to be taken up, there could be 
no hope of success, except it should be taken 
up by some one, who would make it an object or 
business of his life. I thought too that a man'ii 
life might not be more than adequate to the ac- 
complishment of the end. But I knew of no 
one who could devote such a portion of time to 
it. Sir Charles Middleton, though he was so 
warm and zealous, was greatly occupied in the 
discharge of his office. Mr. Langton spent a 
great portion of his time in the education of hh 
children. Dr. Baker had a great deal to do in 
the performance of bis parochial duty. The 
Quakers were almost all of them in trade. ] 
could look therefore to no person but myself; 
and the question was, whether I was prepared to 
make the sacrifice. In favour of the undertak- 
ing I urged to myself, that never was any cause, 
which had been taken up by man in any country 
or in any age, so great and important; that 
never was there one in which so much misery 
was heard to cry for redress ; that never was 
there one, in which so much good could be 
done; never one; in which the duty of Christian 
charity could be so extensively exercised ; never 
one, more worthy of the devotion of a whole 
life towards it; and that, if a man thought prop- 
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»'. ly, he ought to rejoice to have been called into 
exisiencGj if he were only permitted to become 
an instrument in forwarding it in any part of lia 
progress. Against these sentiments on the other 
hand I had to urge, that I had been designed for 
the church ; that I had already advanced as far 
as deacon's orders in it ; that my prospects there 
on accouat of my connexions were then bril- 
liant; that, by appearing to desen my profession, 
my family wcisld be dissatisfied, if not unhappy. 
These thoughts pressed upon me, and rendered 
the conflict difficult. But the sacrifice^ of my 
prospects staggered me, I own, the most. When 
the other objections, which I have related, oc- 
curred to me, my enthusiasm instantly, like 
a flash of lightning, consumed them ; but 
this stuck to me, and troubled me. I had am- 
bition. 1 had a thirst after worldly interest and 
honours, and I could not extinguish it at once. 
I was more than two hours in solitude under ihis 
painful conflict. At length I yielded, not be- 
cause I saw any reasonable prospect of success 
in ray new undertaking (for all cool-headed and 
cool hearted men would have pronounced against 
it) but in obedience, I believe, to a higher Pow- 
er. And this I can say, that both on the moment 
of this resolution, and for some time afterwards 
I had more sublime and happy feelings than at 
any former period of my life. 

Having now made up my mind on the subject, 
I informed Mr. Ramsay, thai, in a few days 1 
should be leaving Teston, that I might begin my 
labours, according to the pledge I had given 
him. 

On my return to London, I called upon Wil- 
)iam Dillwyn, to inform him of the resolution I 
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had made at Tesioii, and found him at his town 
lodgings in the Poultry. 1 informed him also, 
that I had a Jetter of introduction in my pocket 
from Sir Charles MiddJeton to Samuel Hoare, 
with whom I was to converse on the subject. 
The latter genileman had interested himself the 
year before as one of the committee for the 
black poor in London, whom Mr. Sharp was 
vsending under the auspices of government to 
Sierra Leone. William Diliwyn said he would 
go vvith me and introduce me himself. On our 
arrival in Lombard-street, I saw my new friend, 
with whom we conversed for some lime. From 
thence I proceeded, accompanied by both, to the 
house of James Phillips m George-yard, to 
whom I was desirous of communifcatinff my res- 
olution also. We found hmi at home, convers- 
ing with a friend of the same religious society, 
whose name was Joseph Gurney Bevan. I then 
repeated my resolution before them all. We 
had niCich friendly and satisfactory conversation 
together, I received much encouragement on 
every side, and I hxed to meet thern again at 
the place where we then were in three days. 

On the evening of the same day I waited upon 
Granville Sharp to make the same communica- 
tion to him. He received it with great pleasure, 
and he hoped I should have strength to proceed. 
From thence I went to the Baptist-head coffee- 
house, in Chancery lane, and having engaged 
with the master of the house, that 1 should al- 
ways have one private room to myself when I 
wanted it,. I took up my abode thercj in order to 
be uevr my friend Ilichard Phillips of Lincoln's 
Inn, f ' Ti whose advice and assistance I had 
formed considerable expectations. 
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The first matter for our deliberation, after we 
had thus become neighbours, was what plan I 
ought to pursue to give effect to the resolution I 
had taken. 

After having discussed the matter two or three 
times at his chambers, it seemed to be our opm- 
ion, That as members of the legislature could 
do more to the purpose in this question than any 
other persons, it would be proper to circulate all 
the remaining copies of my work among these, 
in order that they might thus obtain information 
upoii the subject. Secondly, That it wouh! be 
proper that I should wait personally upon several 
of these also. And thirdly. That 1 should be 
endeavouring in the interim to enlarge my own 
knowledge, t^t I might thus be enabled to 
answer the various objections, which might be 
advanced on the other side of the question, as 
well as become qualified to be a manager of the 
cause. 

On the third day, or at the time appointed, I 
went with Richard Phillips to George-yard, 
Lombard-street, where I met all mv friends as 
before. I communicated to them the opinion 
we had formed at Lincoln's Inn, relative to my 
future proceedings in the three different branches 
as now detailed. They approved the plan. 
On desiring a number of my books to be sent 
to me at my new lodgings for the purpose of dis- 
tribution, Joseph Gurney Bevan, who was stated 
to have been present at the former interview, 
seemed uneasy, and at length asked me if I was 
going to distribute these at my own expense. I 
replied, I was. He appealed immediately to 
those present whether it ought to be allowed- 
He asked whether, when a voansf man was siv- 
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ing up his time from morning till night, they, 
who applauded his pursuit and seemed desirous of 
cooperating with him, should allow him to make 
such a sacrifiee, or whether they should not at 
least secure him from loss ; and he proposed di- 
rectly that the remaining part of the edition 
should be taken off by subscription, and in or- 
der that my feelings might not be hurt from any 
supposed stain arising from the thought of gain- 
ing any thing by such a proposal, they should be 
paid for only at the prime cost. I felt myself 
much obliged to him for this tender consideration 
about me, and particularly for the latter part of 
it, under which alone I accepted the offer. 
Samuel Hoare was charged with the manage- 
ment of the subscription, and the books were to 
be distributed as I had proposed, and in any 
way which I myself might prescribe. 

This matter having been determined upon, 
my first care was that the books should be put 
into proper hands. Accordingly I went round 
among my friends from day to day, wishing to 
secure this before I attended to any of the other 
objects. In this I was much assisted by my 
friend Richard Phillips. Mr. Langton began 
the distribution of thoni. He made a point 
either of writing to or of calling upon those, to 
whom he sent them. Dr. Baker took the charge 
of several for the same purpose. Lord and La- 
dy Scarsdale of others. Sir Charles and Lady 
Middleton of others. Mr. Sheldon, at the re- 
quest of Richard Phillips, introduced me by let- 
ter to several members of parliament, to whom 
I wished to deliver them myself. Sir Herbert 
Muckworth, when spoken to by the latter, offered 
his services also. He seemed to be particularly 
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interested in the cause. He went about to many 
of his friends in the House of Commons, and 
this from day to day, to procure their favout 
towards it. Lord Newhaveu was applied to, 
and distributed some. Lord Balgonie (now 
Leveu) took a similar charge. The late Lord 
Hawke, who told me that he had long felt for the 
sufferings of the injured Africans, desired to be 
permitted to take his share of the distribution 
among members of the House of Lords, and Dr. 
Porteus, now bishop of London, became another 
coadjutor in the same work. 

This distribution of my books having been 
consigned to proper hands, I began to qualify 
myself, by obtaining further knowledge, for the 
management of this great cause. As I had ob- 
tained the principal part of it from reading, I 
thought I ought now to see what could be seen, 
and to know from living persons what could be 
known, on the subject. With respect to the 
first of these points, the river Thames presented 
itself as at hand. Ships were going occasionally 
from the port of London to Alrica, and why 
could I not gel on board them and examine for 
myself? After diligent inquiry, I heard of one 
which had just arrived. I found her to be a little 
wood vessel, called the Lively, ca-jtain William- 
son, or one which traded to Africa in the natural 
productions of the country, such as ivory, bees- 
wax, Malaguetta pepper, palm-oil, and dyewoods. 
I obtained specimens of some of these, so that 
I now became possessed of some of those things 
of which I had only read before. On conversing 
with the mate, he shov.'ed me one or two pieces 
of the cloth made by the natives, and from their 
own cotkm. I prevailed upon him to sel! mo a 
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piece of each. Here new feelings arose, and 
pariiculairly when I considered that persons of 
so much apparent ingenuity, and capable of such 
beautiful work as the Afriqans, should be made 
slaves, and reduced to a level with the brute 
creation. My reflections here on the better use 
which might be mad« of Africa by the substitu- 
tion of another trade, and on the better use 
which might be made of her inhabitants, served 
greatly to animate, and to sustain me amidst the 
labour of my pursuits. 

The nest vessel I b^)arded was the Fly, cap^ 
tain CoUey : Here I found myself for the first 
time on the deck of a slave vessel. The sight 
of the rooms below and of the gratings above, 
and of the barricado across the deck, and the 
explanation of the uses of all these, filled me 
both with melancholy and horror. I found soon 
afterwards a nre of indignation kindling within 
me. I had now scarce patience to talk with 
those on board. I had not the coolness this first 
time to go leisurely over the places that were 
open to me. I got away quickly. But that 
which I thought I saw horrible in this vessel had 
the same effect upon me as that which I thought 
I had seen agreeable in the other, namely, to 
animate and to invigorate me in my pursuit. 

But I will not trouble the reader with any 
further account of my water expeditions, while 
attempting to perfect my knowledge on this 
subject. I was equally assiduous in obtaining 
intelligence wherever it could be had ; and being 
now always on tl;e watch, I was frequently fall- 
in» in with individuals, from whom I gained 
sornethins. My object was to see all who had 
been in Africa, but more particularly those who 
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had never been interested, or who at any rate 
were not then interested, in the trade. I gained 
accordingly access very eariy to general Ilooke; 
to lieutenant Dalrymple, of the army ; to captain 
Fiddes, of the engineers ; to the reverend Mr. 
Newton ; to Mr. Nisbett, a surgeon in the 
Minories; to Mr. Devaynes, who was then in 
parliament, and to many others; and I made it 
a rule to put down in writing, after every con- 
versation, what had taken place in the course of 
it. By these means things began to unfold 
themselves lo me more and more, and I found 
my stock of knowledge almost daily on the 
increase. 

While, however, I was forwarding this, I was 
not inattentive to the oiher object of my pur- 
suit, which was that of waiting upon members 
personally. The first I called upon was Sir 
Richard Hill. At the first interview he espoused 
tae cause. I waited then upon others, and they 
professed themselves friendly ; but they seemed 
to make this profession more from the emotion 
of good hearts, revolting at the bare mention of 
the Slave-trade than fUlm any knowledge con- 
cerning it. One, however, whom I visited, Mr. 
Powys (the late lord Lilford) with whom I had 
been before acquainted in Northamptonshire, 
seemed to doubt some of the facts in my book, 
from a belief that human nature was not capable 
of prfweeding to such a pitch of wickedness. I 
asked him to name his facts. He selected the 
case of the hundred and thirty-two slaves who 
w^ere thrown alive into the sea to defraud the 
underwriters. I promised to satisfy him fully 
upon this point, and went immediately to Gran- 
ville Sharp, who lent me his account of the trial, 
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as reported at large from the notes of the short- 
hand writer, who^ji he had empio} on the oc- 
casion. Mr. Povvys read the account. He be- 
came, in consequence of it, convinced, as, in- 
deed, he couid not otherwise be, of the truth of 
what I had asserted, and he declared at the same 
time that, if this were true, there was nothing 
so horrible related of this trade, which might 
not immediately be believed. Mr. Powys had 
been always friendly to this question, but now 
he took a part in the distribution of my books. 

Among those, whom I visited, was Mr. Wil- 
berforce. On my first interview with him, he 
stated frankly, that the subject had often em- 
ployed his thoughts, and that it was near his 
heart. He seemed earnest abowt it, and also 
very desirous of taking the trouble of inquiring 
further into it. Having read my book, which 
I had delivered to him in person, he sent for me. 
He expressed a wish that I would make him ac- 
quainted with some of my authorities for the 
assertions in it, which 1 did afterwards to his 
satisfaction. He asked me if I could support it 
by any other evidence. j|| told him I could. I 
mentioned Mr. Newton, Mr. Nisbett. and several 
others to him. He took the trouble of sending 
for all these. He made memoranda of their 
conversation, and, sending for me afterwards, 
showed them to me. On learning my intention 
to devote myself to the cause, he paid me many 
handsome compliments. He then desired me 
to call upon him often, and to acquaint him with 
my progress from time to time. He expressed 
also his willingness to afford me any assistance 
in his power in the prosecution of my pursuits. 

The carrying on of these different objects. 
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together with the writing which was connected 
with them, proved very laborious, and occupied 
almost all ray time. 1 was seldom engaged less 
than sixteen hours in the day. When I left 
Teslon to begin the pursuit as an object of my 
life, I promised my friend Mr. Ramsay a weekly 
account of my pn.»gress. At the end of the first 
week my letter to him contained little more than 
a sheet of paper. At the end of the second it 
contained three ; at the end of the third six; 
and at the end of the fourth I found it would be 
so voluminous, that I was obliged to decline 
writing it. 

The manner in which Mr. Wilberforce had 
received me, and the pains which he had taken, 
and was still taking, to satisfy himself of the 
truth of those enormities which had been charg- 
ed upon the Slave-trade, tended much to enlarge 
niy hope, that they might become at length the 
subject of a parliamentary inquiry. Richard 
Phillips also, to whom I made a report at his 
chambers almost every evening of the proceed- 
ings of the day, had begtm to entertain a similar 
expectation. Of coarse, we unfolded our 
thoughts to one another. From hence a desire 
naturally sprung up in each of us to inquire, 
whether any alteration in consequence of this 
new prospect should be made in my pursuits. 
On deliberating upon this point, it seemed prop- 
er to both of us, that the distribution of the books 
should be continued ; that I should still proceed 
in enlarging my own knowledge ; and that I 
should still wait upon members of the legisla- 
ture, but with this difference, that I should never 
lose sight of Mr. Wilberforce, but, on the othe? 
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hand» that I should rather omit visiting some 
others, than paying a proper attention to him. 

One thing however appeared now to he neces- 
sary, which had not yet heen done. This was 
to inform our friends in the city, upon whom I 
had all along occasionally called, that we belicv- 
od ihe time was approaching, when it would be 
dibirable that we should unite our labours, if they 
saw no objection to such a measure ; for, if the 
Slave-trade were to become a subject of parlia- 
mentary inqiiiry with a view to the annihilation 
of Jt, no individual could perform the work 
which would be necessary for such a purpose. 
This work must be a work of many ; and who 
so proper to assist in it as they, who had before 
so honourably laboured in it 1 In the case of such 
an event large funds also would be wanted, and 
who so proper to procure and manage them as 
these '? A meeting was accordingly called at the 
house of James Phillips, when these our views 
were laid open. When I stated that from the 
very time of my hopes beginning to rise 1 had 
always had those present in my eye as one day 
to be felbw labourers, William Dillwyn replied, 
that froju the time they had first heard of the 
Prize Essay, thoy also had had their eyes upon 
me, and, from the time they had first seen me, 
had conceived a desire of making the same use 
of mc as I had now expressed a wish of making 
of them, but that matters did not ap{)ear ripe at 
our first interview. Our proposal, however, 
was approved and an assurance was given, 
that an union should take place, as soon aa 
it was judged to be seasonable. It was re- 
snl^ved also, that one day in the week should be 
appointed for a meeting at the house of James 
Phillips, where as many might attend as had 
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leisure, and that I should be there to make a re- 
port of my piiigress, by which we might all judge 
of the fitness t^^f the time of calling ourselves an 
united body. Pleased now with the thought 
that matters were pot into such a train, 1 return- 
ed to my former objects. 

It is not necessary to say any thing more of 
the first of these objects, which was that of the 
further distribution of my book, than that it was 
continued, and chiefly by the same hands. 

With respect to the enlargement of my knowl- 
edgCj it was promoted likewise. I now gained 
access to the Custom-house in London, where I 
picked up much valuable information for my 
purpose. 

Having had reason to believe that the Slave- 
trade was peculiarly fatal to those employed in 
!t> I wished much to get copies of many of the' , 
muster-rolls from the Custom-house at Liverpool 
for a given time. James Phillips wrote to his 
friend William Ilathborne, who was one of his 
own religious society, and who resided there, to 
procure them. They were accordingly sent up. 
The examination of these, which look place at 
the chambers of Richard Phillips, was long and 
tedious. We looked over them together. We 
usually met for this purpose at nine in the even- 
ing, and we seldom parted till one, and some- 
times not till three in the morning. When our 
eyes were inflamed by the candle, or tired by 
fatigue, we used to relieve ourselves by walking 
out within the precincts of Lincoln's Inn, when 
all seemed to be fast asleep, and thus, as it were, 
in solitude and in stillness to converse upon them, 
as well as upon the best means of the further 
promotion of our cause. These scenes of our 
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early friencSaaip and oxertions I tihall never i'or- 
ffet. 1 oiteo lliink of tJjcm both with astorjish- 
ment and with pleadure. Having recruited our- 
selv<<s in this mjinner, we used to return to our 
work. From these imister-rolls I may now ob- 
serve, that we gained the most important infbr- 
nuition. VV^e ascertained beyond the power of 
contradiction, that more than half of the sea- 
men, wiio went out with the ships in the Slave- 
trade, did not return with them, and ihat of these 
50 many perished, as amounted to one fifth of all 
employed. As to what became of the remain- 
di^r, the muster-rolls did not inform us. This, 
therefore, was left to us as a subject for our fu- 
ture inquiry. 

in endeavouring to enlarge my knowledge, my 
thoughts were frequently turned to the Wesi- 
IndiajJ part of the question, and in this depart- 
raciit my frionid Richard Phillips gained me im- 
portant intelligence. He put into my hands sev- 
eral docutnents concerning estates in the West- 
Indies, which he had mostly from the proprietors 
themselves, where the slaves by mild and pru- 
dent usage had so increased in population, as to 
supersede the necessity of the Slave-trade, 

By attending to those and to various other 
parts of the subject, I began to see as it were 
with new eyes: I was enabled to make several 
necessary discriminations, to reconcile things be- 
fore seemingly contradictory, and to answer many 
objections which had hitherto put on a formida- 
ble shape. But most of all was I rejoiced at the 
thought that I should soon be able to prove that 
which I had never doubted, hut which had hith- 
erto been beyond my power in this case, that 
Providence, in ordaining laws relative to the 
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agency of man, had never made thai to be wise 
'ivhich was immoral, and thai the Slave-trade 
would be found as impoliiic as it was inhuman 
and unjust. 

In keeping up my visits to ijiembers of parJia- 
meut, 1 was particularly attentive to Mr. Wilber- 
force, whom I found daily becoming more inter- 
ested in the fate of Africa. I no^^* made to him 
a regular report of my progress, of ihe senti- 
ments of those in parliament whom I had visit- 
ed, of the disposition of my friends in the city 
of whom he had often heard me speak, of my 
discoveries from the Custom-houses of London 
and Liverpool, of my documents concerning 
West-India estates, and of all, indeed, that had 
occurred to me worth meniioning. He had 
himself also been making his inquiries, which 
he communicated to me in return. Our inter- 
course had now become frequent, no one week 
elapsing without an interview. At one of these, 
I suggested to him the propriety of having occa- 
sional nieetmgs at his own house, consisting of 
a few friends in parliament, who might converse 
on the subject. Of this he approved. The per- 
sons present at the first meeting were Mr. Wil- 
berforce, the honourable John Villiers, Mr. 
Powys, Sir Charles Middleton, Sir Richard Hill, 
Mr. Granville Sharp, Mr. Ramsay, Dr. Gregory, 
(who had written on the subject, as before men- 
tioned,) and myself. At this meeting I read a 
paper giving an account of the light I had col- 
iected in the course of nfiy inquiries, with obser- 
vations as well, on the impolicy as on the wick- 
edness of the trade. Many questions arose out 
of the reading .of this little Essay. Many an- 
swers followed. Objections were started and 
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canvassed. In short, this measure was found so 
useful, that certain other evenings as well as 
mornings were fixed upon for the same purpose* 

On reporting my progress to my friends in the 
city, several of whom now assembled once in 
the week, as I mentioned before to have been 
agreed upon, and particularly on reporting the 
difforent raeetinors which had taken place at the 
house of Mr. Wilberforce, on the subject, they 
were of opinion that the time was approaching 
when we might unite, and that this union might 
prudently commence as soon as ever Mr. Wilber- 
force would give his word that he would take up 
the cjuestion in parliaments Upon this I desired 
to observe, that though the latter gentleman had 
pursued the subject with much earnestness, he 
had never yet dropped the least hint that ho 
would proceed so far in the matter, but I would 
take care that the question should be put to him. 
and I would brinor thera his answer. 

In consequence of the promise I had now 
made, I went to Mr. Wilberforce. But when I. 
saw him, I seemed unable to inform him of the 
object of my visit. Whether this inability arose 
from any sudden fear that his answer might not 
be favourable, or from a fear that I might possi- 
bly involve him in a long and arduous contest 
upon this subject, or whether it arose from an 
awful sense of the importance of the mission, as 
it related to the happiness of hundreds of thou- 
sands then alive, and of millions then unborn, I 
cannot say. But I had a feeling v/ithin me for 
which I could not account, and which scejiied to 
hinder me froih proceeding. And I axtuallyt 
went away without informing him of my errand. 

Tn this situation I began to consider what to 
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do, ^vhen I thought I would call upon Mr. Lang- 
ton, tell him what had happened, and ask his 
advice. I found him at home. We consulted 
together. The result was, that he was to invite 
Mr. Wiiberforce and some others to meet me at 
a dinner at his own house, in two or three days, 
when he said he had no doubt of being able to 
procure an answer^ by some means or other, to 
the question which I wished to have resolved. 

On receiving a card from Mr. Langton, I went 
to dine with him. i found the party consist of 
Sir Charles Middleton, Mr. Wiiberforce, Mr. 
Hawkins Browne, Mr. Windham, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, and Mr. Boswell. The latter was 
then known as the friend of Dr. Johnson, and 
afterwards as the writer of his Tour to the He- 
brides. After dinner the subject of the Slave- 
trade was purposely introduced. Many ques- 
tions were put to me, and 1 dilated upon each in 
my answers, that I might inform and interest 
those present as much as I could. They seem- 
ed to be greatly impressed with my account of 
the loss of seamen in the trade, and with the 
little samples of African cloth, which I had pro- 
cured for their inspection. Sir Joshua Reynolds 
gave his unqualified approbation of the abolition 
of this cruel traffic. Mr. Hawkins Browne 
joined heartily with him in sentiment; he spoke 
with much feeling upon it, and pronounced it to 
be barbarous, and contrary to every principle of 
morality and religion. Mr. Boswell, after saying 
the planters wonld urge that the Africans were 
made happi«^r by being carried from their own 
i coujitry to the West-Indies, oh:.erved, " Be it so. 
But we have no right to make people happy 
against their will.'' Mr. Windham, when it was 
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suggested that the great importance of -our 
West-Indian islands, and the grandeur of Liv- 
erpool, would be brought against those who 
should propose the abolition of the Slave-trade, 
replied, " We have nothing to do with the policy 
of the measure. Ratiier let Liverpool and the 
islands be swailowea up in the sea, than this 
nionstrous system of iniquity be carried on."* 

While such conversation was passing, and 
when all appeared to be interested in the cause, 
Mr. Langtun put the question, about the propo- 
sal of which I had been so diffident, toMr. Wil- 
berforce, in the shape of a delicate compliment. 
The latter replied, that he had no objection to 
bring forward the measure in parliament, when 
he was better prepared for it, and provided no 
person more proper could be found* Upon this, 
Mr. Hawkins Brovvne and Mr. Windham both 
said they would support him there. Before I 
left the company, I took Mr. Wilberforce aside, 
and asked him if I might mention this his reso- 
lution to those of my friends in the city, of whom 
he had often heard me speak, as desirous of aid- 
ing him by becoming a committee for the pur- 
pose. He replied, I might. I then asked Mr. 
Larigton, privately, if he had any objection to 
belong to a society of which there might be a 
committee for the abolition of the Slave-trade, 
He said he should be pleased to become a mem- 
ber of it. Having received these satisfactory 
answers, I returned home. 

The next day, having previously taken down 

* J do not know upon n haf {^rounds, nficr such strong expres- 
sions, Mv. Boswell, in Jhc next year, and iiJr. Windham,, after 
haviiiff siippoi ied die cause Tor three or four years, hccfme in- 
/iwical to it 
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the substance of the conversation at the dinner,. 
I went to James Phillips, and desired that our 
friends might be called together as soon as thoy 
conveniently could, to hear my report. In the 
interim I wrote to Dr. Peckard, and waited upon 
Lord Scarsdale, Dr. Baker, and others, to know 
(supposing a society were formed for the aboli- 
tion of the Slave-trade) if I might say they 
would belong to it ? All of them replied in the 
affirmative, and desired me to represent them, if 
there should be any meeting for this purpose. 

At the time appointed, I met my friends. I 
read over the substance of the conversation 
which had taken place at Mr. Langto«!J?s. No 
diffi i'ity occurred. All were unanimous for ihc 
formation of a committee. On the next day we 
met by agreement for this purpose. It was then 
resolved unanimously, among other things, That 
the Slave-trade was both impolitic and unjust. 
It was resolved also, That the following persons 
be a committee for procuring such information 
and evidence, and publishing the same, as may 
tend to the abolition of the Slave-trade, and for 
directing the application of such moneys as have 
been already, and may hereafter be collected for 
the above purpose. 

Granville Sharp, Thomas Clarkson, 

William Dillwyn, Richard Phillips, 



After the formation of the committee, notice 
was sent to Mr. Wilberforce of the event, and a 
friendship began, which has continued uninter- 



Samuel Hoare, 
George Harrison, 
John Lloyd, 
Joseph Woods, 



John Barton, 



Joseph Hooper, 
James Phillips, 
Philip Sansom. 
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ruptedly between them, from that to the present 
day. 

On the twenty-fourth of May the committee 
met to promote the object of its iiistiiutiori. 

The treasurer reported at this meeting, that 
the subscriptions alreatly received, amounted to 
one hundred and thirty-six pounds. 

As 1 had foreseen, long before this time, that 
my Essay on the Slavery and Commerce of the 
Human Species was too large for general circu- 
lation, and yet that a general circulation of 
knowledge on this subject was absolutely neces- 
sary, I determined, directly after the formation 
of the committee, to write a short pamphlet con- 
sisting only of eight or ten pages for this pur- 
pose. I called it, A Summary View of the 
Slave-trade, and of the probable Consequences 
of its Abolition. 

This little piece I presented to the committee 
at this their second meeting. It was then duly 
read and examined ; and the result was, that, 
after some little correction, it was approved, and 
that two thousand copies of it were ordered to 
be printed, with lists of the subscribers and of 
the committee, and to be sent to various parts of 
the kingdom. 

At a meeting of the committee on June 7, a 
poem waa presented to them by Mr. Roscoe, 
entitled, The wrongs of Africa. This poem 
which was well written was thankfully received. 
It begins thus : 

" Off-jpring of Love divine, Humanity ! 

To whom, his okfest born, ih' Etern?.! gave 

Dominion o'er the heart ; and taught to t|)uch 

Its varied stops in sv/eeiest unison ; 

And strike the string tliat from a kindred breast 

Kosponsiv© vibrates! froni the noisy haunts 
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Of mercantile confusion, whore (hy voice 
Is heard not ; from the meretricious glare 
Of crowded theatres, where in thy place 
Sits Seusibiliiy, with wat'ry eye, 
Dropping o'er fancied woes her useless tear ; — 
Come thou, and weep with me substantial ills} 
And execrate the wrongs, that Afric's sons, 
Torn fronj their natal snore, and doom'd to beSr 
The yoke of servitude in foreign climes, 
Sustain. Nor vainly Jet our sorrows i?ow, 
Nor let the stronp: emotion rr^i- in vain j 
But may the kind contagion widely spread, 
Till in Its flame the unrelentiiag heart 
Of avarice melt in softest s;ympathy — 
And one brig:ht blaze of universal Jove 
In grateful incense rises up to Heaven 1 



" Form'd with the same capacity of pain, 

The s^me desire of pleasure and of ease, 

Why feels not man tor man ! When nature ?hriuk* 

From the slight puncture: of an insect's sting, 

Ffiints, if not screen'd from sultry suns, and pines 

Beneath the hardship of an hour's delay 

Of needful nutriment ; — when Liberty 

Is priz'd so dearly, that the sli^^htest breath. 

That rufRes but her mantle, can awake 

To arms unwarlike nations, and can rouse 

(>onfed'rate states to vindicate her claims : — 

How shall the suff'rer man his fellow doom 

To ills he mourns or spurns at ; tear with strip{!& 

Ilis quiv'rmg flesh ; wiih hunger and \vith thirst 

Waste his emaciate frame } in ceaseless toils 

Exhaust his vital powers; and bind his limbs 

In galling chains! Shall he, whose fragile form 

Demands continual blessings to support 

lis complicated texture, air and food, 

Raiment, aliernate rest, and kindly skies. 

And healthful seasons, dare with impious voice 

To ask those mercies, whilst bis selfish aim 

Arrests the general freedom ef their course 5 

And, gratified beyond li s utmost wish, 

Debars another from the bounteous store !" 

At this meeting the committee decided that 
they would define their object to be the abolition 
of the Slave-trade and not of the slavery which 
sprung from it. Hence, from this timc» and in 
allusion to the month when this discussion took 

10 
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place, they styled themselves in their different 
advertisements, and reports, though they were 
first associated in the month of May, The com- 
mittee instituted in June 1787, for effecting the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. Thus, at the very 
outset, they took a ground which was for ever 
tenable. Thus they were enabled also to an- 
swer the objection, which was afterwards so con- 
stantly and so iisdustriousiy circulated against 
them, that thev were going to emancipate the 
slaves. And I have no doubt that this wise de- 
cision contributed greatly to their success ; for I 
am persuaded that, if they had adopted the other 
object, they could not for years to come, if ever, 
have succeeded in their attempt. 

Before the committee broke up, I represented 
to them the necessity there was of obtaining 
further knowledge on all those individual points, 
which might be said to belong to the great sub- 
ject of the abolition of the Slave-trade. In the 
first place, this knowledge was necessary for me, 
if I were to complete my work on the Impolicy 
of this trade, which work the summary view, 
just printed, had announced to the world. It 
would be necessary also, in case the Slave-trade 
should become a subject of parliamentary in- 
quiry ; for this inquiry could not proceed with- 
out evidetice. And if any time tvas peculiary 
fit for the procuring of such information or evi- 
dence, it was the present. At this time the pas- 
sions of men had not been heated by any public 
agitation of the question, nor had interest felt 
itself biassed to conceal the (ruth. But as soon 
as ever it should be publicly understood, that a 
parliamentary inquiry was certain, (which we 
ourselves believed would be the case, but which 
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interested men did not then know,) we should 
find many of the avenues to information closed 
against us. I proposed therefore that some one 
of the committee should undertake a journey to 
Bristol, Liverpool, and Lancaster, where he 
should reside for a lime to collect further light 
upon this subject ; and that if others should feel 
their occupations or engagements to be such as 
would make such a journey unsuitable, I would 
undertake it myself. I beggpd therefore the fa- 
vour of the dilFerent members of the committee, 
to turn the matter over in their minds by the 
next meeting, that we might then talk over and 
decide upon the propriety of the measure. 

The committee held its fourth meeting on the 
twelfth iof June. Among the subjects, which 
were then brought forward, was that of the jour- 
ney before mentioned. The propriety and in- 
deed even the necessity of it was so apparent, 
that I was requested by all present to undertake 
it, and a minute for that purpose was entered 
upon our records. Of this journey, as gradually 
unfolding light on the subject, and as peculiarly 
connected with the promotion of our object, I 
shall now give an account; after which I shall 
return to the proceedings of the committee. 

— ^ — 

CHAPTER VIL 

Proceedings of Commiifee. — Author'' s Journey.'^ 

Vhits Bristol. 

Having made preparations for my journey, I 
took my leave of the different individuals of the 
committee. I called upon Mr. Wilberforce, 
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also, with Ihe same design. He was then very 
ill, and in bed. Sir Richard Hill and others 
were sitting by his bedside. After conversing 
as much as he well could in his weak state, he 
held (Hit his hand to me, and wished me success. 
When I left hiu, I felt much dejected. It ap- 
peared to nie as if it would be in this case, as it 
is pften in that of other earthly things, that we 
scarcely possess what we repute a treasure, when 
it is taken from us. 

I determined to take this jfmrney on horse- 
back, not only on account of the relaxed state 
in which I found myself, after such close and 
constant application, but because I wished to 
have all my time to myself upon the road, in or- 
der the better to reflect upon the proper means 
of promoting this great cause. The fi^st place 
I resolved to visit was Bristol, Accordingly I 
directed my course thither. On turning a cor- 
ner, within about a mile of that city, at about 
eight in the evening, I came within sight of it. 
The weather was rather hazy, which occasioned 
it to look of unusual dimensions. The bells of 
some of the churches were then ringing ; the 
sound of them did not strike me, till I had turn- 
ed the corner before mentioned, when it came 
upon me at once. It filled me almost directly, 
with a melancholy for which I could not ac- 
count. I began now to tremble, for the first 
time, at the arduous task I had undertaken, of 
attempting to subvert one of the branches of the 
commerce of the great place which was then 
before me. I began to think of the host of 
people I should have to encounter in it. I an- 
ticipated much persecution in it also; and I 
questioned whether I should even get out of it 
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tilive. But in journeying on, i became more 
calm and composed. My spirits began to return. 
In these latter moments I considered my first 
feelings as useful, inasmuch as they impressed 
upon me the necessity of extraordinary courage, 
and activity, and perseverance, and of viraich- 
fulness, also, over my own conduct, that I might 
not throw any stain upon the cause I had under- 
taken. When, therefore, I entered the city, I 
entered it with an undaunted spirit, determining 
that no labour should make me shrink, nor 
danger, nor even persecution, deter nie from my 
pursuit. 

My first introduction was by means of a let- 
ter to Harry Gandy, who had then become one 
of theTeliffious society of the Quakers. This 
introduction to hiiji was particularly useful to 
me, for he had been a seafaring man. In his 
early youth he had been of a roving disposition; 
and, in order to see the world, had been two 
voyages in the Slave-trade, so that he had known 
the nature and practices of it. This enabled 
him to give me much useful information on the 
subject; and as he had frequently felt, as he 
grew up, deep affliction of mind for having been 
concerned in it, he was impelled to forward my 
views as much as possible under an idea that he 
bhould be thus making some reparation for the 
in{liscreet and profane occupations of his youth. 

The objects I had marked down as those to 
be attended to, were ; to ascertain what were 
the natural productions of Africa, and, if possi- 
ble to obtain speciiriens of them, with a view of 
formibg d cabinet or collection; to procure as 
much information as I could, relative to the 
manner of obtaining phivetj on the continent of 
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Africa, of transporting them to the West-Indies, 
and of treating them there ; to prevail upon per- 
sons, having a knowledge of any or all of these 
circumstances, to come forward to be examined 
as evidences before parlrament, if such an exam- 
ination should take place ; to make myself still 
better acquainted with the loss of seamen in the 
Slave-trade; also with the loss of those who 
were employed in the other trades from the same 
port ; to know the nature, and quantity, and value 
of the imports and exports of goods in the for- 
mer case : there were some other objects, which 
I classed under the head of Miscellaneous. 

In my first movements about this city, I found 
that people talked very openly on the subject of 
the Slave-trade. They seemed to be well ac- 
quainted with the various circumstances belong- 
ing to it. There were facts, in short, in every 
body's mouth, concerning it ; and every body 
seemed to execrate it, though no one thought of 
its abolition. In this state of things I perceived 
that my course was obvious; for I had little else 
to do, in pursuing two or three of my objects, 
than to trace the foundation of those reports 
which were in circulation. 

On the third of July I heard that the ship 
Brothers, then lying in King-road for Africa, 
could not get her seamen, and that a party which 
had been put on board, becoming terrified by 
the prospect of their situation, had left her on 
Sunday morning. On inquiring further, 1 found 
that those who had navigated her on her last 
voyage, thirty-two of whom had died, had been 
so dreadfully used by the captain, that he could 
not get hands in the present. It was added, that 
the treatment of seamen was a crying evil in this 
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Irade, and that consequonijy lew would enter 
into it, so that there was at all times a great diffi- 
culty in procuring them, though ihey were ready 
enough to enter into other trades. 

The relation of these circumstances made me 
acquainted with two things, ot" which I had nof, 
before heard ; namely, the aversion of seamen 
to engage, and the bad usage of them when en- 
gaged, in this cruel trade; into both which I 
determined immediately to inquire. 

I conceived that it became me to be vtry cau- 
tious about giving ear too readily to reports; and 
therefore, as 1 could easily learn the truth ot one 
of the assertion., which had been made to me, I 
thought it prudent to ascertain this, and to judge, 
by the discovery I should make concerning it, 
what degree of credit might be due to the rest. 
Accordingly, by means of my late friend, Tru- 
man Karford, the eldest son of the respectable 
family of that name, to which I have already 
mentioned myself to have been iniroduced,. I 
gained access to the muster-roll of the ship 
Brothers. On looking over the nami^s of her 
last crew, I found the melancholy truth confirm- 
ed, that thirty-two of them had been placed 
among the dead. 

Having ascertained this circumstance, 1 be- 
came eager to inquire into the truth of the 
others, but more particularly of the treatment of 
one of the seamen, wldch, as it was reported to 
me, exceeded all belief. His name was John 
Dean ; he was a black man, but free. The re- 
port was, that for a trifling circumstance. ,for 
which he was in nowise to blame, the captain 
had fastened hira with his belly to the deck, and 
that, in this situation, he had poured hot pitch 



lUSTOIii' 01-: TilL 



4 

Upon his back* and made incisions in it wuh hoi 
longs. 

Before, however, I atleinpted to learn the truth 
of this barbarous proceeding, I thought I would 
look into the ship's muster-roll, to see if I could 
find the name of such a man. On examination 
I found it to be the last on the list» John Dean- 
it appeared, had been one of the original crew, 
having gone on board, from Bristol, on the twen- 
ty-second day of July, 1785. 

On inquiring where Dean was to be found.; 
my informant told me that he had lately left Bris- 
tol for London. I was shown, however, to the 
house where he had lodged. The name of his 
landlord was Donovan. On talking with hirn on 
the subject, he assured me that the report which 
I had heard was true ; for that while he resided 
with him he had heard an account of his usage 
from some of his ship mates, and that he had 
often looked at his scarred and mutilated back. 

On inquiring of Donovan if any other person 
in Bristol could corroborate this account, he re- 
ferred me to a reputable tradesman living in the 
Market-place. Having been introduced to him, 
he told me that he had long known John Dean 
to be a sober and industrious man ; that he had 
seen the terrible indentures on his back ; and 
that they were said to have been made by the 
captain, in the manner related, during his last 
voyage. 

While I was investigating this matter further, 
I was introduced to Mr. Sydenham Teas!, a re- 
spectable ship-builder in Bristol, and the owner 
of vessels trading to Africa in the natural pro- 
ductions of that country. I mentioned to him 
by accident what I had heard relative to the 
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treatment of John Doan. He said it was true. 
An attorney* London had then taken up his 
cause, in consc^^^ence of which the captain had 
been prevented from sailing, till he could find 
persons who w'ould be answerable for the dama- 
ges which might he awarded against him in a 
court of law. Mr. Teast further said^ that, not 
knowing, at that time, the cruelty of the trans- 
action to its full extent, he himself had h*^en one 
of the securities for the captain at the request 
of the purserf of the ship. Finding, however, 
afterwards, that it was as the public had stated, 
he was sorry that he had ever interfered in such 
a barbarous case. 

This transaction, which I now believed to l)e 
true, had the effect of preparing me for crediting 
whatever I might hear concerning the barl)ari- 
ties said to be practised in this trade. It kindled 
also a fire of indignation within me, and pro- 
duced in me both anxiety and spirit to proceed. 
But that which excited these feelings the most, 
was the consideration, that the purser of this 
ship, knowing, as he did, of this act of crut-lty, 
should have sent out this monster again. This, 
I own, made me think that there was a system 
of bad usage to be deliberately practised upon 
the seamen in this employment, for some purpose 
or other which I could then neither comprehend 
nor ascertain. 

But while I was in pursuit of this one object, 

*I aftfrwards found out this attorney. He flescribed the 
tranffaciion to me, as, by report, it had taken place, and informed 
me that he had made the captain of the Brothers pay for his 
barbarity. 

fThe purser of a ship, at Bristol, is the poxsom who manaffct 
the out-fit, as well as the trade, and who is often in part owner 

of her. 
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I Was not unmindful of the others which I had 
marked out tor myself. I had already procured 
an int^•rview, as I have mentioned, with Mr. 
Sydenham Teast. I had done thts with a view 
of learning from him what were the dilferenfe 
productions of the continent of Africa, as far as 
he had been able to ascertain from the imports 
by his own vessels. He was very open and 
communicative. He had imported ivory, red- 
wood, cam-wood, and gum-copah He purposed 
to import palm-oil. He observed that bees wax 
might be collected also upon the coast. Of his 
gum-eopal he gave me a specimen. He fur- 
nished me also with two different specimens of 
unknown woods, which had the appearance of 
being useful. One of his captains, he informed 
me, had been told by the natives, that cotton, 
pink in the pod, grew in their country. He was 
of opinion, that many valuable productions might 
be found upon this continent. 

Mr. Biggs, to whom I gained an introduction 
also, was in a similar trade with Mr. Teast ; that 
is, he had one or two vessels, which skimmed", 
as it were, the coast and rivers, for what they 
could get of the produce of Africa, without hav- 
ing any concern in the trade for slaves. Mr. 
Biggs gave me a specimen of gum Senegal, of 
yellow wood, and of Malfaguetta and Cayenne 
pepper. He gave me also small pieces of cloth 
made and dyed by the natives, the colours of 
which they could only have obtained from mate- 
rials in their own couiftry. Mr. Biggs seemed 
to be assured, that if proper persons were sent 
to Africa on discovery, they would find 'a rich 
mine of wealth in the natural productions of i^, 
and in none moro advantageous to this as a man- 
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wfacturing nation, than in the many beautiful 
dyes which it might furnish. 

From Thomas Bonville I collected two spcci- 
inens of cloth made by the natives, and from 
others a beautiful piece of tulip wood, a small 
piece of wood similar to mahogany, and a sample 
of fine rice, all of which had been brought from 
the same continent. 

Among the persons whom I found out at Bris- 
tol, and irora whom 1 derived assistance, were 
Dr. Camplin, and the celebrated Dean Tucker. 
The former was my warm defender ; for the 
West-Indian and African merchants, as soon as 
they discovered my errand, began to calumniate 
me. The Dean though in a very advanced age, 
felt himself much interested in my pursuit. He 
had long moved in the political world himself, 
and was desirou^of hearing of what was going 
forward that was new in it, but particularly about 
so desirable a measure as that of the abolition of 
the Slave-trade.* He introducef^ rae to the 
Custom-house at Bristol. He used to call upon 
ine at the Merchant's Hall, while I was trans- 
scribing the muster-rolls of the seamen there. 
In short, he seemed to be interested in all my 
movements. He became also a warm supporter 
both of me and of my cause. 

Among others, who were useful to me in tny 
pursuit was Mr. Henry Sulgar, an amiable min- 
ister of the gospel, belonging to the religious so- 
ciety of the Moravians in the same city. From 
him I first procured authentic documents relative 

* Dean Tucker, ip his Reflections on the Disputes between 
Great-Britaiu and Ireland, published in 1785, had passed a se- 
vere censure on the British planters for the inhuman treatmen't 
of their slaves. 
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to the treacherous massacre at Calabar. This 
cru*^l transaction had been irequently mentioned 
to mt ; but as it had^. taken place twenty years 
before, I could not find one person who had beea 
engaged in it, nor could 1 come, in a satisfacto- 
ry manner, a! ihe various particulars belonging 
to it. My friend, however, put me mpossessioa 
of copies of the real depositions which had been 
takeii in the case of the King against Lippiucott 
and others relative to this eveut^ namely, of cap- 
tain Floyd i of the city of Biistol, who had been 
a witness to the scene, and of Ephraim Robin 
John, and of Ancona Robin Robin John, two 
African chiefs, who had been sufferers by it. 
The tragedy, of which they gave a circumstan- 
tial account, I shall present to the reader in as 
concise a manner as I can. 
^Xln the year 1707, the ships Indian Clueen^ 
Duke of York, Nancy, and Concord, of Bristol, 
the Edgar, of Liverpcwjl, and the Canterbury, of 
London, lay in old Calabar river. 

It happened at thts time that a quarrel sub- 
sisted between the principal inhabitants of Old 
Totvn and those of New Town, Old Calabar, 
which had originated in a jealousy respecting 
slaves. The captains of the vessels now men- 
tioned j'^ined in sending several letters to the 
inhabitants of Old Town, but particularly to 
Ephraim Robin John, who was at that time a 
grander or principal inhabitant of the place. 
The tenour of these letters was, that they were 
sorry that any jealousy or quarrel should subsist 
between the two parties ; that if the inhabitants 
of Old Town wowld come oi| board, they would 
afford them security and protection ; adding at 
the same time, that their intention in inviting 
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them was, that they might become mediators, 
and thus heal their disputes. 

The inhabitants of Old Town, happy to find 
that their differences were likely to be aceora- 
niodated, joyfully accepted the invitation. The 
three brothers of the grandee just mentioned, 
the eldest of whom was Amboe Robin Jehn, 
first entered their canoe, attended by twenty- 
seven others, and, being followed. by nine canoes, 
directed their course to the Indian Queen. 
They were dispatched from thence the next 
morning to the Edgar, and afterwards to the 
Duke of York, on board of which they went, 
leavinsr their canoe and attendants hv the sid£ 
of the same vessel. In the mean time the peo« 
pie on board the other ^canoes were either dis- 
tributed on board, or lying ciose to, the other 
ships. 

This being the situation of the three brothers, 
and of the principal inhabitants of the place, the 
treachery now began to appear. The crew of 
the Duke of York, aided by the captain and 
mates, and armed with pistols and cutlasses, 
rushed into the cabin, with an intent to seize the 
persons of their three innocent and unsuspicious 
guests. The unhappy men, alarmed at this vio- 
lation of the rights of hospitality, and struck 
with astonishment at the behaviour of their sup- 
posed friends, attempted to escape through the 
cabin windows, but being wounded were obliged 
to desist, and to submit to be put in irons. 

In the same moment, in which this atrocious 
attempt had been made, an order had been giveiji 
to fire upon the canoe, v*'hich was then lying by 
the side of the Duke of York. The canoe soon 
filled and sunk, and the wretched attendant* 
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were either seized, killed, or drowned. Most 
of the other ships followed the example. Great 
numbers were additionally killed and drowned 
on the occasion, and others were swimming to 
the shore. 

At this juncture the inhabitants of New 
Town, who had concealed themselves in tho 
bushes by the water side, and between whom 
and the commanders of the vessels the plan had 
been previously concerted, came out from their 
hiding places, and, embarking in their canoes, 
made for such as were swimming from the fire 
of the ships. The ships' boats also were manned, 
and joined in the pursuit. They butchered the 
greatest part of those whom they caught. Many 
dead bodies were soon seen upon the sands, and 
others were floating upon the water; and in- 
cluding those who were seized and carried off, 
and those who were drowned and killed, either 
by the firing of the ships or by the people of 
New Town, three hundred were lost to the in- 
haf)it;inrs of Old Town on that day. 

The carnage, which I have been now describ- 
ing, was scarcely over, when a canoe, full of the 
principal people of New Town, who had been 
the promoters of the scheme, dropped along-side 
of the Duke of York. They demanded the 
person of Amboe Robin John, the brother of 
the grandee of Old Town, and the eldest of 
the three on board. The unfortunate man put 
the pakws of his hands together, and beseeched 
the commander of the vessel, that he would not 
violate the rights of hospitality by giving up an 
unoffending stranger to his enemies. But no 
entreaties could avail. The commander re- 
ceived from the New To^n people a slave, of 
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the name of Econg, in his stead, and then forced 
him into the canoe, where his liead was imme- 
diately struck olT in the sight of the crew, and 
of his afflicted and disconsolate brothers. As 
for them, ti»ey escaped his fate ; but they were 
carried off' with their attendants to the West- 
Indies, and sold for slaves. 

The knowledge of this tragical event now 
fully confirmed me in the sentiment, that the 
hearts of those, who were concerned in this 
traffic, became unusually hardened, and that X 
might readily believe any atrocities, however 
great, which might be related of them. It made 
also my blood boil as it were within me. It gave 
a new spring to my exertions. And I rejoiced, 
sorrowful as I otherwise was, that I had vished 
Bristol, if it had been only to gain an accurate 
statement of this one fact. 

In pursuing my objects, I found that reports 
were current, that the crew of the Alfred slave- 
vessel, which had just returned, had been bar- 
barously used, but particularly a young man of 
the name of Thomas, who had served as the 
surgeon's mate on board her. The report was, 
that he had been repeatedly knocked down by 
the captain ; that he had become in consequence 
of his ill usage so weary of his life, that he had 
three times jumped overboard to destroy it ; that 
on being taken up the last time he had been 
chained to the deck of the ship, in which situation 
he had remained night and day for some time ; 
ihat in consequence of this his health had been 
greatly impaired ; and that it was supposed he 
could not long survive this treatment. 

It was with great diffi^'.aity, notwithstanding 
all my inquiries, that I could trace this person. 
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I discovered him, however, at last. He waj^ 
confined to his bed when I saw hint, and appear- 
ed to me to be delirious. I couW colltct nolhirig 
from himself relative to the particulars of his 
treatment* In his intervals of sense, he ex- 
claimed against the cruelty both of the captain 
and of the chief mate, a«d pointing to his legs, 
thighs and body, which were all wrapped up in 
flannel, he endeavoured to convince me how 
much he had suffered there. ^\t one time he 
said he forgave them. At another he asked, if 
I came to befriend him. At another he looked 
wildly, and asked if I meant to take the captain's 
part and to kiii him. 

I was greatly affected by the situation of this 
poor man, whose image haunted me both night 
and day, and I was meditating how most effec- 
tually to assist him, when I heard that he was 
dead. 

I was very desirous of tracing something fur-* 
ther on this subject, when Walter Chandler, of 
the society of the duakers, who had been daily 
looking out for intetligence for roe, brought a 
young man to me of the name of Dixon. He 
had been one of the crew of the same ship. He 
told me the particulars of the treatment of 
Thomas, with very little variation from those 
contained in the public report. After cross-ex- 
amining hrm in the best manner I was able, f 
could find no inconsistency in his account. 

I asked Dixon, how the captain came to treaft 
the surgeon's mate in particular so ill. He said 
he had treated them all much alike. A periiois 
of the name of Bulpin, he believed, was the 
only one who escaped bad usage in the ship 
With respect to himself, he had been cruell-- 
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used so early as in the outward bound passage, 
which had occasioned him to jump overboard. 
When taken up he was put mto irons, and kept 
in these for a considerable time. He was after- 
wards ill used at different times, and even so 
late as within three or four days of his return to 
port. For just before the Alfred made the 
island of Lundy, he was struck by the captain, 
who cut his under lip into two. He said that it 
had bled so much, that the captain expressed 
himself as if much alarmed ; and having the 
expectation of arriving soon at Bristol, he had 
promised to make him amends, if he would hold 
his peace. This he said he had hitherto done, 
but he had received no recompense. In confir- 
mation, of his own usage, he desired me to ex- 
amine his lip, which I had no occasion to do, 
having already preceived it, for the wound wa«! 
apparently almost fresh. 

I asked Dixon, if there was any person in 
Bristol, besides himself, who could confirm to 
me this his own treatment, as well as that of the 
other unfortunate man who was now dead. He 
referred me to a seaman of the name of Matthew 
Fyke. This person, when brought to me, not 
only related readily the particulars of the usage 
in both cases, as I have now stated them, but 
that which he received himself. He said that 
his own arm had been broken by the chief mate 
in Black River, Jamaica, and that he had also 
by the captain's orders, though contrary to the 
practice in merchant vessels, been severely flog- 
ged^ His arm appeared to bo then in pain. 
And I had a proof of the punishment by an in- 
j^pection of his back. 

I asked Matthew Pyke, if the crew in general 
11* 
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had been treated in a cruel manner, lie re 
plied, they had, except James Bulpin. I then 
asked where James Bulpin waste be found. lie 
told me where he had lodged, but feared he had 
gone home to his friends in Somersetshire, 1 
think somewhere in the neighbourhood of Bridge- 
water. 

I thought it prudent to institute an inquiry 
into the characters of Thomas, Dixon, and Mat- 
thew Pyke, before I went further. The two 
former I found were strangers in Bristol, and I 
could collect nothing about them. The latter 
was a native of the place, had served his time a;; 
a seaman from the port, and was reputed of fair 
character. 

My next business was to see James Bulpin. 1 
found him just setting off for the country. Uv 
stopped, however, to converse with me. He was 
a young man of very respectable appearance and 
of mild manners. His appearance, indeed, 
gave me reason to hope that I might depend 
tipon his statements ; but I was most of all in- 
fluenced by the consideration, that, never havin^.^; 
been ill-used himself, he could have no induce- 
ment to go beyond the bounds of truth on this 
occasion. He gave me a melancholy confirma- 
tion of all the three cases. He told me also that 
one Joseph Cunningham had been a severe suf^ 
ferer, and that there was rCvison to fear that 
Charles Horseler, another of the crew, had been 
so severely beaten over the breast with a knotted 
<jnd of a rope (which end was of the size of a 
large ball, and had been made on purpose) that 
he died of it. To this he added, that it was now 
a notorious fact, that the captain of the Alfred, 
when mate of a slave-ship, had been tried at 
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llarbadoes for iho murder of one of the crew^; 
with whom had sailed, but that he had escap- 
ed by bribing the principal witness to disappear.* 
The reader will see, the further I went into 
the history of this voyage, the mor^ dismal it 
became. One miserable account, when exam- 
ined, only brought up another. I saw no end to 
inquiry. The great question was, what was I to 
do 1 I thought the best thing would be to get 
the captain apprehended, and make him stand 
his trial either for the murder of Thomas or of 
Charles Horseler. I communicated with the 
late Mr. Burges, an eminent attorney and the 
deputy town-clerk, on this occasion. He had 
shown an attachment to me on account of the 
cause I had undertaken, and had given me pri- 
vately assistance in it. I say privately ; because, 
knowing the sentiments of many of the corpo- 
rate body at Bristol, under whom he acted, he 
was fearful of coming forward in an open man- 
ner. His advice to me was, to take notes of 
the case for my own private conviction, but to 
take no public cognizance of it. He said that 
seamen, as soon as their wages were expended, 
must be off to sea again. They could not gen- 
erally, as landsmen do, maintain themselves on 
shore. Hence I should be obliged to keep the 
whole crew at my own expense till the day of 
trial, which might not be for months to come. 
He doubted not, that, in the interim, the rher- 
cbants and others wo'ild inveigle many of them 
v'uvay by making them boatswaiuvS and other in- 

Mr. Sampson, who u as surgeon's mate of ihe ship, in which 
:he captain had thus served as u raatc, confirmed to me after- 
wards this assertion, haviii*^ often heard him boast in the cabin, 
" how he had tricked the law on that occasioD," 
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feriour oflficers in some of their ships; so that, 
when the day of trial should come, I should had 
my witnesses dispersed and gone. He observed 
moreover, that, if any of the olHcers of the ship 
had any notion of going out again under the 
same owners.* I should have all these against 
J me. To which he added, that, if I were to make 
point of taking up the cause of those whom I 
Ibund complaining of hard usage in this trade, I 
must take up that of nearly ail who sailed in it ; 
for that he only knew of one captain from the 
port in the Slave-trade, who did not deserve long 
ago to be hanged. Herxe I should get into a 
labyrinth of expense, and difficulty, and uneasi= 
ness of mind, from whence I should not easily 
find a clew to guide me. 

This advice, though it was judicious, and 
founded on a knowledge of law proceedings, I 
found it very difficult to adopt. My own dispo- 
sition was naturally such, that whatever 1 en- 
gaged in I followed with more than ordinary 
warmth. I could not be supposed therefore, 
affi^cied and interested as I then was, to be cool 
and tranquil on this occasion. And yet what 
would my worthy friend have said, if in this first 
instance I had opposed him 1 I had a very 

The senmen of the Alfred informed ilie purser of Uu ir ill 
usa^e. Matthew P^ke not only showed him liis arm and his 
i>ack, hiu acquainted him with the murder of Charles Horselcr, 
stoliaf,v that he had the instrument of liis death in his possession. 
The purser seemed more alive to this than to any other circum- 
.nance, and wished to get it from him. Pyke, however, had 
j;iven it to me. INow what will the reader think, when he is 
; nformed that the purser, after all this knowledge of the cap- 
tain's cruelly, 'jeni him out figain, and that he was the sanie 
persoi), who was purser of Vav. P.roihers, and who had also sent 
out the captain of (iiat ship a second time, as has been related 
notwithstanding his barbarities in former voyages ! ! 
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icvcre struggle in my own feelings on this ac 
count. At length, though reluctantly, I obeyed. 
Eut as the passions, which agitate the human 
inind, when it is greatly inflamed, must have a 
vent somewhere, or must work off as it wore, 
or in working together must produce some new 
paf3sion or effect ; so I found the rage, which 
had been kindling within mo, subsiding into the. 
most determined resolutions of future increased 
acnvity and perseverance. I began now to think 
that the day was not long enough for me to 
labour in. I regretted often the approach of 
jiight, which suspended my work, and I often 
welcomed that of the morning, which restoi- 
ed rne to it. When I felt myself weary, I be- 
came refreshed by the thought of what I was 
doing ; when disconsolate, I was comforted by 
it. I lived in hope that every day's labour would 
furnish me with that knowledge, which would 
bring this evil nearer to its end ; and I worked 
on, imder these feelings, regarding neither troubir- 
nor danger in the pursuit. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Author conpirs with, the inhabitants of Bridge - 
water relative to a petition to parliameiit in 
behalf of the abolition-— returns to Bristol- — 
discovers a scandalous mode of procuring 
seamen for the Slave-trade — and of paying 
them — makes a comparative vieio of their loss 
in this and in other trades-^pro cures imports 
and exports— ^examines the construction and 
admeasurement of Slave-ships — of the Fly and 
Nevtune — DiiEculfv nf Drocurins!; evidence — 
Case of Gardiner of the Pilgrim — of Arnold 
of the Ruby — some particulars of the tatter 
in his for:^'r voyages. 

Having heard by accident, that the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Bridgevvater had sent a 
petition to the House of Commons, in the year 
1785, for the abolition of the Slave-trade, as has 
been related in a former part of the work, 1 de- 
termined, while my feelings were warm, to go 
there, and to try to find out those who had been 
concerned in it, and to confer with them as the 
tried friends of the cause. The time seemed to 
me to be approaching, when the public voice 
should be raised against this enormous evil, f 
was sure that it was only necessary for the in- 
habitants of this favoured island to know it, to 
feel a just indignation against it. Accordingly 
I set off. My friend George Fisher, who was 
before menlioned to have been of the religious 
society of the (Quakers, gave me an introduction 
to the respectable family of Ball, which was oi" 
the same religious persurksion. T called upori 



VilULlTION 01' Tlli: SLAVE-TUADE. 



V21 



Messrs. Sealey, Anslicc, Crandon, Chubb, and 
others. I laid open, to those, whom I saw, the 
discoveries I had made relative to the loss and 
ill treatment of seamen ; at which they seemed 
to be much moved ; and it was agreed, that, if it 
should be thought a proper measure>i (of which I 
would inform them when I had consulted the 
committee,) a second petition should be sent to 
Parliament from the inhabitants, praying for the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. With this view I 
left them several of my Summary Views, before 
mentioned, to distribute, that the inhabitants 
might know more particularly the natuie of the 

On my return to Bristol, I determined to inquire 
into, the truth of the reports that seamen had an 
aversion to enter, and that they were inveigled, 
if not often forced, into this hateful employment. 
For this purpose I was introduced to a landlord 
of the name of Thompson, who kept a public 
house called the Seven Stars. He was a very 
intelligent man, was accustomed to receive 
sailors, when discharged at the end of their 
voyages, and to board them till their vessels went, 
out again, or to find them births in others. He 
avoided however all connexion with the Slave- 
trade, declaring that the credit of his house 
would be ruined, if he were known to scml 
those into it who put themselves under his care. 

From him I collected the truth of ah that had 
been slated to me on this subject. But I told 
him I should not be satisfied until I had beheld 
those scenes myself, which he had described to 
me ; and I entreated him to take me into them, 
saying that I would reward him for all his time 
and trouble, and that I would never forget him 
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while I lived. To this he consented ; and as 
three or four slave-vessels at this time were pre- 
paring for their voyages, it vi^as time that we 
should begin our rounds. At about twelve at 
night we generally set out, and were employed 
till two and sometimes three in the morning. 
He led me from one of tho^e public houses to 
another, which the mates of the slave-vessels 
used to frequen; to pick up their hands. These 
houses were in Marsh-street, and most of them 
were then kept by Irishmen. The scenes wit- 
nessed in these houses were truly distressing to 
nie ; and yet, if I wished to know practically 
what I had purposed, I could not avoid them» 
Music, dancing, rioting, drunkenness, and pro- 
fane swearing, were kept up from night to night. 
The young mariner, if a stranger to the port, 
and unacquainted with the nature of the Slave* • 
trade, was sure to be picked up. The novelty 
of the voyages, the superiority of the wages in 
this over any other trades, and the privileges of 
various kinds, were set before him. Gulled in 
this manner he was frequently enticed to the 
boat, which was waiting to carry him away. If 
these prospects did not attract him, he was plied 
with liquor till he became intoxicated, when a 
bargain was made over him between the landlord 
and the mate. After this his senses were kept 
in such a constant state of stupefaction by the 
liquor, that in time, the former might do with 
him what he pleased. Seamen also were hoarded 
in these houses, who, when the slave-shit^s were 
going out, but at no other time, were encouraged 
to spend more than they had fi^ioney to pay for ; 
and to these, when they, had thus exceeded, but 
one alternative was given, namely, a slave-vesse! 
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or a jail These distressing scenes I found 
myself obliged frequently to witness, for I was 
no less than nineteen times occupied in making 
these hateful rounds. And I can say from my 
own experience, and all the information I could 
collect from Thompson and others that no such 
practices were in use to obtain seamen for other 
trades. 

The treatment of the seamen employed in the 
Slave-trade had so deeply interested me, and 
now the manner of procuring them, that I was 
determined to make myself acquainted with 
their whole history ; for 1 found by report, that 
they were not only personally ill treated, as I 
have already painfully described, but that they 
were robbed by artifice of those wages, which 
had been held up to them as so superiour in this 
service. All persons were obliged to sign arti- 
cles, that, in case they should die or be discharged 
during the voyage, the wages then due o them 
should be paid in the currency where the vessel 
carried her slaves, and that half of the wages ,. 
due to them on their arrival there should be paid 
in the same manner, and that they were never 
permitted to read over the articles they had 
signed. By means of this iniquitous practice 
the wages in the Slave-trade, though nominally 
higher in order to induce seamen to engage in 
it, were actually lower than in other trades. 
All these usages I ascertained in such a manner, 
that no person could doubt the truth of them. 
I actually obtained possession of articles of 
agreement belonging to these vessels, which had 
hef'U signed and executed in formeV voyages. I 
made the merchants, themselves, by sending 
those seamen, who had claims upon them, to 

12 
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ask for their accounts current with their re- 
spective ships, furnish me with such documents 
as would have been evidence against them in 
any court of law. On whatever branch of the 
system I turned my eyes, 1 found it equaiiy bar- 
barous. The trade was, in short, one mass of 
iniquity from the beginning to the end. 

I employed myself occasionally in the Mer- 
chants Ilall, in making copies of the muster-rolls 
of ships sailing to different parts of the world, 
that I might make a comparative view of the 
loss of seamen in the Slave-trade, with that of 
those in the other trades from the same port. 
The result of this employment showed me the 
importance of it : for, when I considered how par- 
tial the inhabitants of this country were to their 
feilow-ciiizens, the seamen belonging to it, and 
in what estimation the members of the legisla- 
ture held them, by enforcing the Navigation Act, 
which they considered to be the bulwark of the 
nation, and by giving bounties to certain trades, 
that these might become so many nurseries for 
the marine, I thought it of great importance to 
be able to prove, as I was then capable of doing, 
that more persons would be found dead in three 
slave-vessels from Bristol, in a given time, than 
in all the other vessels put together, numerous 
as they were, belonging to the same port. 

I prrjcu ed also an account of the exports and 
imports for the year 1786, by nfieans of which 1 
vvas esjabled to judge of the comparative value 
of this and the other trades. 

In pursuing another object, which was that of 
going on board the slave-ships, and learning 
their construction and dimensions, I was greatly 
struck, and indeed affected, by the appearance 
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of two little sloops, which were fitting out for 
Africa, the one of only twerjty-five tons, whicli 
was said to be destined lo carry seventy ; and 
the other of only eleven, which was said to be 
destined to carry thirty slaves. I was told also 
that which was more aifecting, namely, that these 
were not to act as tenders on the coast, by going 
up and down the rivers, and rei^eiving three or 
four slaves at a time, and then carrying them to 
a large ship, which was to take them to the 
West-Indies, hut that it was actually intended, 
that they should transport their own slaves ihem> 
selves ; that one if not both of them were, on 
their arrival in the West-Indies, to be sold as 
pleasure vessels, and that the seamen belonging 
to them were to be permitted to come home by 
what is usually called the run. 

.In pursuing my different objects there was 
one, which, to my great vexation, I found it ex- 
tremely difficult to attain. This was the procur- 
ing of any assurance from those, who had been 
personally acquainted with the horrors of this 
trade, that they would appear, if called upon, as 
evidence against it,. My friend Harry Gandy, 
to whom I had been first introduced, had been 
two voyages, as 1 before mentioned ; and he was 
willing, thouo^h at an advanced age, to fro to 
London, lo state.publicly all he knew concern- 
ing them. Buvwith respect to the many others 
in Bristol, who had been to the coast of Africa, 
I had not yet found one, who would come for- 
ward for this purpose. There were several old 
slave captains living there, who had a great 
knowledge of the subject. I thought it not un- 
reasonable, that I might gain one or two good 
evidences out of these, as they had probably 
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long ago left the concern, and were not now in«« 
terested in the continuance of it. But all my 
endeavours were fruitless. I sent messages to 
them by different persons. I met them in all ways. 
I stated to them, that if there was nothing objec- 
tionable in the trade, seeing it laboured under 
such a stigma, they had an opportunity of com- 
ing forward and of wiping away the stain. If, 
on the other hand, it was as bad as represented, 
then they had it in their power, by detailing the 
crimes which attached to it, of making some 
reparation, or atonement, for the part they had 
taken in it. But no representations would do. 
All intercourse was positively forbidden between 
us ; and whenever they met me in the street, 
they shunned me as if I had been a mad dog. 
I could not for some time account for the strange 
disposition which they thus manifested towards 
me ; but my friends helped me to unravel it, for 
I was assured that one or two of them, though 
they went no longer to Africa as captains, were 
in part owners of vessels trading there ; and, 
with respect to :dl of them, it might he generally 
said, that they had been guilty of such enormi- 
ties, that they would be afraid of coming forward 
in the way I proposed, lest any thing should come 
out by which they might criminate themselves. 
I was obliged then to give up all hope of get- 
ting any evidence from this quarter, asid I saw 
but little prospect of getting it from those, who 
were then actually deriving their livelihood from 
the trade. And yet I was determined to per- 
severe. For I thought that some might be found 
so it, who wore not yet so hardened as to be ini- 
Apable of being awakened on this subject. 1 
thought that others might be found in it, who 
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wished to leave it upoa principle, and that these 
would unbosom themselves to me. And I 
thought it not improbable that I might fall in 
with others, who had come unexpectedly into a 
state of independence, and that these might be 
induced, as their livelihood would be no longer 
affected by giving me information, to speak the 
truth. 

1 persevered for weeks together under this 
hope, but could find no one of all those, who 
had been applied to, who would have any thing 
to say to me. At length Walter Chandler had 
prevailed upon a young gentlenrtan, of the name 
of Gardiner, who 'was going out as surgeon of 
the Pilgrim, to meet me. The condition was, 
that we were to meet at the house of the former, 
but that we were to enter in and go out at differ- 
ent times, that is, we were not to be seen to- 
gether. 

Gardiner, on being introduced to me said at 
once, that he had often wished to see me on the 
subject of my errand, but that the owner of the 
Pilgrim had pointed me out to him as a person, 
whom he would wish him to avoid. He then 
laid open to me the different methods of obtain- 
ing slaves in Africa, as he had Iea»"ned from those 
on board his own vessel in his first, or former, 
voyage. He unfolded also the manner of their 
treatment in the Middle Passage, with the vari- 
ous distressing scenes which had occurred in it. 
He stated the barbarous usage of the seamen as 
he had witnessed k, and concluded by saying, 
that there never was a subject, which demanded 
30 loudly the interference of the legislature as 
*})at of the Slave-trade. 

When he had finished his narrative, and an- 
12* 
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swercd the different questions which I had pro- 
posed to him concerning it, I asked him in as 
delicate a manner as I could, how it happened; 
that seeing the trade in this horrible light, he 
had consented to follow it again T He told me 
frankly, that he had received a regular medical 
education, but that his relations, being poor, had 
not been able to set him up in his profession. 
He had saved a little money in his last voyage. 
In that, which he was now to perform, he hoped 
to save a little more. With the profits of both 
voyages together, he expected he should be able 
to furnish a shop in the line of his profession, 
when he would wipe his hands of this detesta- 
ble trade. 

1 then asked him. whether upon the whole he 
thought he had judged prudently, or whether 
the prospect of thus enabling himself to become 
independent, would counterbalance the uneasi- 
ness which might arise in future r He replied, 
that he had not so much to fear upon this ac- 
count. The trade, while it continued, must 
have surgeons. But it made a great difference 
both to the crew and to the slaves, whether 
these discharged their duty tojvards them in a 
feeling manner, or not. With respect to himself, 
he was sure that he should pay every attention to 
the wants of each. This thought made his con- 
tinuance in the trade for one voyage longer more 
reconcileable. But he added, as if not quite 
satisfied, Cruel necessity !" and he fetched a 
deep sigh. 

We took our leave, and departed, the one a 
few minutes after the other. The conversation 
of this young man was very interesting. I was 
much impressed both by ihe nature and the 
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Httinner of it. I wished to secure him, if possi- 
ble, as an evidcRce for Parliament, and thus 
save him froni his approaching voyage : but I 
knew not vvhat to do. At first, I thought it 
would be easy to raise a subscription to set him 
up. But then, I was aware that this might be 
considered as bribery, and make his testimony 
•worth nothing. I then thought that the com- 
mittee might detain him as m evidence, and pay 
him, in a reasonable manner, for his susten- 
ance, till his testimony should be called for. 
J^VLt I did not know how long it would be before 
his examination miarht take olace. It miglit ho 
a year or twoc I foresaw other difficulties also ; 
and I was obliged to relinquish what otherwise 
I should have deemed a prize. 

On reviewing the conversation which had 
passed between us after my return home, I 
thought, considering the friendly disposition of 
Gardiner towards us, I had not done all I could 
for the cause ; and, communicating my feelings 
to Waher Chandler, he procured me another 
interview^ At this, I asked him, if he would 
become an evidence, if he lived to return. He 
replied, very heartily, that he would. I then 
asked him, if he would keep a journal of facts 
during his voyage, as it would enable him to 
speak more correctly, in case he should be called 
upon for his testimony. He assured me, he 
would, and that he would make up a little book 
for that purpose. I asked him, lastly, when he 
meant to sail. He said, as soon as the ship 
could get all her hands. It was the intention to 
sail to morrow, but that seven men, whom the 
mates had brought drunk out of Marsh-street 
the evening before, were so terrified when they 
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found they were going to Africa, that they had 
seized the boat that morning, and had put them- 
selves on shore. I took my leave of him, en- 
treating him to follow his resolutions of kindness 
both to the sailors and the slaves, and wished 
him a speedy and a safe return. 

On going one day by the Exchange, after this 
interview with Gardiner, I overheard a young 
gentleman say to another, that it happened on 
the coast, last year, and that he saw it." I 
wished to know who he was, and to get at him 
if I could. I watched him at a distance for 
more than half an hour, v/hen I saw him leave 
iiis companion. X followed him till he entered 
a house. 1 then Considered whether it would 
be proper, and in what manner, to address him 
when he should come out of it. But I waited 
three hours, and I never saw him. I then con- 
cluded that he either lodged where I saw him 
cnter^ or that he had gone to dine with some 
friend. I therefore took notice of the house, 
and, showing it afterwards to several of vny 
friends, desired them to make him out for me. 
In day or two I had an interview with him. 
His name was James Arnold. He had been two 
voyages to the coast of Africa for slaves ; one as 
surgeon's mate in the Alexander, in the year 
17j^5, and the other as surgeon in the Little 
Pearl, in the year 1786, from which he had not 
then very long returned. 

I asked him if he was willing to give me any 
account of these voyages, for that I was making 
an inquiry into the nature of the Slave-trade, 
He replied, he knew that 1 was. He had been 
oautioned about falling in with me. He had, 
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however, taken no pains to avoid me. it was a 
bad trade, and ought to be exposed. 

I went over the same ground as I had gone 
with Gardiner relative to the first of these voy- 
ages, or that in the Alexander. It is not neces- 
sary to detail the particulars. It is impossible, 
however, not to mention, that the treatment of 
the seamen on beard this vessel was worse than 
I had ever before heard of. No less than eleven 
of them, unable to bear their lives, had deserted 
at Bonny on the coast of Africa, which is a most 
unusual thing, choosing all that could be enduied, 
though in a most inhospitable climate, and in 
the power of the natives, rather than to con- 
tinue in their own ship. Nine others also, in 
addition to the loss of these, had died in the 
same voyage. As to the rest, he believed, 
without any exception, that they had been badly 
used. 

In examining him with respect to his second 
voyage, or that in the Little Pearl, two circum- 
stances came out with respect to the slaves, which 
I shall relate in few words. 

The chief mate used to beat the men-slaves 
on very trifling occasions. About eleven one 
evenmg, the ship then lying off the coast, he 
heard a noise in their room. He jumped down 
among them with a lanthorn in his hand. Two 
of those, who had been ill used by him, forced 
themselves out of their irons, and, seizing him, 
str?ick him with the bolt of them, and it was 
with some difficulty that he was extricated from 
ihem by the crew. 

The men-slaves, unable now to punish him, 
and finding they had created an alarm, began to 
proceed to extremities. They endeavoured to 
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force themselves up the gre.tings, and to pull 
down a partition which had been made for a 
sick birth; when they were fired upon and 
repressed. The next morning they were brought 
up one by one ; when it appeared that a boy 
had been killed, who was afterwards thrown into 
the sea. 

The two men, however, who had forced them- 
selves out of irons, did not come up with the 
rest, but found their way into the hold, and armed 
themselves with knives from a cask, which had 
been opened for trade. One of them being called 
to in the African tongue by a black trader, who 
was then on board, came up, but with a knife in 
each hand ; when one of the crew, supposing him 
yet hostile, shot him in the right side, and killed 
liim on the spot. 

The other remained in the hold for twelve 
hours. Scalding water mixed with fat was 
poured down upon him, to make him come up. 
Though his flesh was painfully blistered by these 
means, he kept below. A promise was then 
made to him in the African tongue by the same 
trader, that no injury should be done him, if ho 
would come among them. To this at length he 
consented. But on observing, when he was 
about half way up, that a sailor was armed be- 
tween decks, he flew to him, and clasped him, 
and threw him down. The sailor fired his pistol 
in the scuffle, but without effect. He contrived 
hvnvevcr to fracture his skull with the but end of 
it, so that the slave died on the third day. 

The second circumstance took place after the 
arrival of the same vessel at St. Vincent's. There 
wus a boy slave on board, who was very ill and 
snjuciated. The rnatc, who, by his cruelty, had 
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been the author of the former mischief, did not 
choose to expose him to sale ,vith the rest, lest 
the small sum he would fetch in that situation 
should lower the average price, and thus bring 
down* the value of the privileges of the officers 
of the ship. This boy was kept on board, and 
no provisions allowed him. The mate had sug- 
gested the propriety of throwing him overboard, 
but no one would do it. On the ninth day he 
expired, having never been allowed any busten- 
ance during that time. 

I asked Mr. Arnold if he was willing to give 
evidence of these facts in both cases. He said 
he had only one objection, which was, that in two 
or three days he was to go in the Ruby, on his 
third voyage : but on leaving me, he said that he 
would take an affidavit, before the mayor, of the 
truth of any of those things which he had relat- 
ed to me, if that would do ; but, from motives of 
safety, he should not choose to do this till within 
a few hours before he sailed. 

In two or three days after this, he sent for me. 
He said the Ruby would leave King-road the 
next day, and thai he was ready to do as he had 
promised. Depositions were accordingly made 
out from his own words. 

On taking my loave of him, I asked him how 
ho could go a third time in such a barbarous em- 
ploy. He said he had been distressed. In his 
voyage in the Alexander he had made nothing ; 
for he had been so ill used, that he had solicited 

OtTioers acp. said to be allowed the privilege of one or more 
slaves; accordiH;^ to their rank. When the car^o is sold, the 
■^um tota,i fetched, is put down, and this being divided by the 
uui|ihpr of slaves soid, gives the average price of each. Such 
officers, then, receive this averag'e price for one or more slaves, 
according to their privileges, but never the -slaves thejnseh'cs. 



14U 



HISTORY OP THE 



his discharge in Granada, wliere, being paid in 
currency, he had but Jittle to receive. When he 
arrived in Bristol from that Island, he was quite 
pennyless; and finding the Little Pearl going out, 
he was glad to get on board her as her surgeon, 
which he then did entirely for the sake of bread. 
He said, moreover, that she was but a small ves- 
sel, and that his savings had been but small in 
her. This occasioned him to apply for the Ruby, 
his present shi[) : but if he survived this voya;^e 
he would never go another. I then put the same 
question to him as to Gardiner, and he promised 
to keep a journal of facts and to give his evi- 
dence, if called upon, on his return. 

The reader will see, from this account, the -dif- 
ficulty I had in procuring evidence from this port. 
The owners of vessels employed in the trade 
there, forbade all intercourse with me. The old 
captains, who had made their fortunes in it, would 
not see me. The young, who were making 
them, could not be supposed to espouse my cause, 
to the detriment of their own interest. Of those 
whose necessities made them go into it for a 
livelihood, I could not get one to come forward, 
without doing so much for him as would hate 
amounted to bribery. Thus, when I got one of 
these into my possession, I was obliged to let 
him go again. I was, however, greatly consoled 
by the consideration, that I had procured two 
sentinels to be stationed in the enemy's camp, 
who keeping a journal of different facts, would 
bring me some important mtelligcuice at a future 
period . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Author is introduced to Alexander Falconhridge- 
takes one of the mates of the Africa out of 
that ship— visits disabled seamen from the ship 
l^homas — puts a chief mate into prison for 
the murder of William Lines— 111 usage of 
seamen in varioits other sUwe-vesselS' — secures 
CrutweWs Bath paper in favour of the aboli- 
tion — lays the foundation of a committee at 
Bristol—and of a petition from thence aho — 
takes his leaue of that citi/* 

By this time I began to feel the effect of ray 
labours upon ray constitution. It had been my 
practice to go home in the evening to my lodg- 
ings, about twelve o'clock, and then to put down 
(he occurrences of the day. This usually kept 
me up till one, and sometimes till nearly two in 
the morning. When I went ray rounds in 
Marsh-street, I seldom got home till two, and 
into bed till three. My clothes, also, were fre- 
quently wet through with the rains. The cruel 
accounts I was daily in the habit of hearing, 
both with respect to the slaves, and to the sea- 
raen employed in this wicked trade, from which, 
indeed, my mind had no respite, often broke my 
sleep in the night, and occasioned me to awake 
in an agitated state. , All these circumstances 
concurred in affecting my health. 

While in Bristol, my friends had procured for 
me an interview with Mr. Alexander Falcon- 
bridge, who had been to the coast of Africa, as 

13 
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a surgeon, for four voyages; one in the Tartar, 
another in the Alexander, and two in the Emilia 
slave-vessels. 

On my introduction to him, I asked him if he 
had any objection to give me an account of the 
cruelties, which were said to be connected with 
the Slave-trade. He answered, without any re- 
serve, that he had not ; for that he had now done 
with it. Never were any words more welcome 
to my ears than these, '* Yes ; I have done with 
the trade," — and he said also, that he was free to 
give me information concerning it. Was he not 
then one of the very persons, whom I had so long 
been seeking, but in vain 1 

To detail the accounts which he gave me at 
this and at subsequent interviews, relative to the 
diiferent branches of this trade, would fill no 
ordinary volume. Suffice it to say in general 
terms, as far as relates to the slaves, that he 
confirmed the various violent and treacherous 
methods of procuring them in their own coun- 
try ; their wretched condition, in consequence 
of being crowded together, in the passage ; their 
attempts to rise in defence of their own freedom, 
and when this was impracticable, to destroy 
themselves by the refusal of sustenance, by 
jumping overboard into the sea, and in other 
ways; the elFect also of their situation upon 
their minds, by producing insanity and various 
diseases; and the cruel manner of disposing ot 
them in the West-Indies, and of separating rela- 
tives and friends. 

There was one circumstance of peculiar im- 
portance, but quite new to me, which I collected 
fioni the information which Mr. Falconbridge 
bad given me. This was, that many of the sea 
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men, who left the slave-ships in the West-Indies 
were in such a weak, ulcerated, and otherwise 
diseased state, that they perished there. Several 
also of those who came home with the vessels, 
were in the same deplorable condition. This 
was the case, Mr. Faleonbridge said, with some 
who returned in the Alexander. It was the case 
also with many others ; for he had been a pupil, 
for twelve months, in the Bristol Infirmary, and 
had had ample means of knowing the fact. The 
greatest number of seamen, at almost ail times, 
who were there, were from the slave-vessels. 
These, too, were usually there on account of dis° 
ease, whereas those from other ships were usually 
there on account of accidents. The health of 
some of the former was so far destroyed, that 
they were never wholly to be restored. This 
information was of great importance; for it 
showed that they who were reported dead upon 
the muster-rolls, were not all that were lost to 
the country by the prosecution of this wicked 
trade. Indeed, it was of s© much importance, 
that in all my future interviews with others, 
which were for the purpose of collecting evi- 
dence, I never forgot to make it a subject of 
inquiry. 

I can hardly say how precious I considered 
the facts with which Mr. Falconbridge had fur- 
nished me from his own experience, relative to 
the different branches of this commerce. They 
ivere so precious* that I began now to be troubled 
lest I should lose them. For, though he had 
thus privately unbosomed himself to me, it did 
not folio^y that he would come forward as a pub- 
lic evidence. I was not a little uneasy on this 
account. I was fearful lest, when I should put 
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this question to him, his future plan of life, of 
some little narrow consideration of future inter» 
est, would prevent him from giving his testimony, 
and I delayed asking him for many days. Dur- 
ing this time, however, I frequently visited him ; 
and at length, when 1 thought I was better ac- 
quainted, and probably in some little estimation 
with him, I ventured to open my wishes on this 
subject. He answered me boldly, and at once, 
that he had left the trade upon principle, and 
that he would state all he knew concerning it, 
either publicly or privately, and at any time when 
he should be called upon to do it This answer 
produced such an effect upon me, after all my 
former disappointments, that I felt it all over ray 
frame. It operated like a sudden shock, which 
often disables the impressed person for a time. 
So the joy I felt rendered me quite useless, as to 
business, for the remainder of the day. 

I began to perceive in a little time the advan- 
tage of having cultivated an acquaintance with 
Thompson of the Seven Stars. For nothing 
could now pass in Bristol, relative to the seamen 
employed in this trade, but it was soon brought 
to me. If there was any thing amiss, I bad so 
arranged matters that I was sure to hear of it. 
He sent for me one day to inform me that sever- 
al of the seamen, who had been sent out of 
Marsh-street into the Prince, which was then at 
Kingroad, and on the point of sailing to Africa 
for slaves, had, through fear of ill usage on the 
voyage, taken the boat and put themselves on 
shore. He informed me at the same time that 
the seamen of the Africa, which was lying 
there also and ready to sail on a like voyage, 
were not, satisfied, for that they had been made 
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io a'lgn their articles of agreement, without be- 
ing permitted to see them. To this he added 
that Mr. Sheriff, one of the mates of the latter 
vessel, was unhappy aisoon this account. Sher^ 
iff had been a mate in the West-India trade, 
and was a respectable man in his line. He had 
been enticed by the captain of the Africa, under 
the promise of peculiar advantages, to change 
his voyage. Having a wife and family at Bristol, 
he was willing to make a sacrifice on their ac- 
count. But when he himself was not permitted 
to read the articles, he bef?an to susoect bad 
work, and that there would be nothing but mise- 
ry in the approaching voyage. Thompson en- 
treated me to extricate him, if I could. He was 
sure, he said, if he went loathe coast with that 
man, meaning the captain, that he would never 
return alive. 

I was very unwilling to refuse any thing to 
Thompson. I was deeply bound to him in grat- 
itude for the many services he had rendered me, 
but I scarcely saw how I could serve him on 
this occasion. 1 promised, however, to speak 
to him in an hour's time. I consulted my friend 
Truman Harford in the interim ; and the result 
was, that he and I should proceed to King-road 
in a boat, go on board the Africa, and charge 
the captain in pei'son with what he had done, 
and desire him to discharge Sheriff, as no agree- 
ment, where fraud or fores was used in the sig- 
natures, could be deemed valid. If we were 
not able to extricate Sheriff by these means, we 
thought that at least we should know, by inquir- 
ing of those whom we should see on board, 
whether the measure of hindering the men from 
seeing their articles on signing them had been 
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adopted. It would be useful to ascertaio this, 
because such a measure had been long reported 
to be usual in this, but was said to be unknown 
Hi any other trade. 

Having passed the river's mouth and rowed 
towards the sea, we came near the Prince first, 
but pursued our destination to the Africa. Mr. 
Sherilf was the person who received us on board, 
I cUd not know him till I asked his name. I 
then told him my errand, with which he seemed 
to be m,uch pleased. On asking him to tell the 
captain that I »vished to speak with him, he re- 
plied that he w?tB on shore. This put me to 
great difficulty, as I did not know then what to 
do. I consulted with Truman Harford, and it 
was our opinion, that we should inquire of the 
seamen^ but in a very quiet manner, by going 
individually to each, if they had ever demanded 
to see the articles on signing them, and if they 
jiad been refused. We proposed this question 
to them. They replied, that the captain had re- 
fused them in a savage manner, making use o6 
threats and oaths. There was not one contra- 
dictory voice on this occasion. We then asked 
Mr. Sheriff what we were to do. He entreated 
us by all means to take him on ??hore» He was 
sure that under such a man as the captain,, and 
particularly after the circumstance of our com- 
ing on board should be made known to him, he 
would never come from the coast of Africa 
alive. Upon this, Truman Harford called me 
' aside, and told me the danger of taking an offi- 
cer from the ship; for that, if any accident 
should happen to her, the damage might all fail 
upon me. I then inquired of Mr. Sheriff if 
there was any ofScer on board, who could man- 
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age the ship. He pointed one out to me, and 1 
spoke to him in the cabin. This person told me 
I need be under no apprehension about the ves- 
sel, but that every one would be sorry to lose 
Mr. Sheritf. Upon this groundt Truman Har- 
ford, who had felt more for me than for himself, 
became now easy. We had before concluded, 
that the obtaining any signature by fraud or 
force would render the agreement illegal. We 
therefore joined in opinion, that we might take 
away the man. His chest was accordingly put 
into our boat. We jumped into it with our row- 
ers, and he followed us, surrouoded by the sea= 
men, all of whom took an affectionate leave of 
him, and expressed their regret at parting. Soon 
after this there was a general cry of Will you 
take me too 1" from the deck ; and such a sud- 
den movement appeared there, that we were 
obliged to push off directly from the side, fearing 
that many would jump into our boat and go with 
us. 

After having left the ship. Sheriff corroborated 
the desertion of the seamen from the Prince, as 
before related to me by Thompson. He spoke 
also of the savage disposition of his late captain, 
which he had even dared to manifest though 
lying in an English port. I was impressed by 
this account of his rough manners; and the 
wind having risen before and the surf now rolling 
heavily, I began to think what an escape I might 
have had ; how easy it would have been for the 
savage captain, if he had been on board, or for 
any one at his instigation, to have pushed me 
over the ship's side. This was the first time I 
had ever considered the peril of the undertaking. 
But we arrived safe ; and though on the same 
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evening I left my name at the captain's bouse, 
as that of the person who had taken away Im 
mate, I never heard more about it. 

In pursuing my inquiries into the new topic 
suggested by Mr. Falcon bridge, I learnt that 
two or three of the seamen of the ship Thomas, 
which had been arrived now nearly a year from 
the Coast, ^yere in a very crippled and deplorable 
state. I accordingly went to see them. One of 
them had been attacked by a fever, arising from 
circumstances connected with these voyages?. 
The inflammation, which had proceeded from 
it- had reached his €ves= It could not be dis^ 
perged ; and the consequence was, that he was 
ihen Wind. The second was lame. He had 
badly ulcerated legs, and appeared to be very 
weak. The third was a mere spectre. I think 
tie was the most pitiable object I ever saw. I 
considered him as irrecoverably gone. They 
all complained to me of their bad usage on uoard 
the Thomas. They said they had heard of my 
being in Bristol, and they hoped I would not 
ieaye it, without inquiring into the murder of 
Wiiliaiji Lipes. 

On inquiring who William Lines was, they 
informed me that he had been one of the crew 
V " the same ship, and that all on board believed 
that he had been killed by the chief mate; but 
they themselves had not been present when the 
blows were given him. They had not seen him 
till afterwards; but their shipmates had told 
them of his cruel treatment, and they knew that 
soon afterwards he had died. 

In the course of the n^xt day, the mother oi 
Lines, who lived in Bristol, came to me and re- 
lated the case. I told her there was no evidence 
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as to the fact, for that I had seen three seamen, 
who could not speak to it from their own knowl- 
edge. She said there were f«mr others then in 
Bristol wlio could, I desirod hnr to fetch iht^m. 
When they arrived I examined each separately, 
and cross-examined them in tlie best manner I 
was able. I could find no variation in their ac- 
count, and I was quite convinced that the mur- 
der had taken place. The mother was then 
importunate that I should take up the case. I 
was too much affected by the narration I had 
heard to refuse her wholly, and yet I did not 
promise that I wourd. I begged a iittie tmie to 
consider of it. During this I thought of con- 
sulting my friend Burges. But f feared he 
would throw cold water u[>on ft, as he had done 
in the case of the captain of the Alfred. 1 re- 
membered well what he had then said to me, 
and yet I felt a strong disposition to proceed. 
For the trade was still going on. Every day, 
perhaps, some new act of barbarity was taking 
place. And one example, if made, might coun- 
teract the evil for a time. I seemed therefore to 
incline to stir in this matter, and thought, if I 
should get into any difficulty about it, it would 
be better to do h ^vithout consulting Mr- Purges, 
than, after having done it, to fly as it we-re in his 
face. I then sent for the woman, and told her, 
that she might appear with thf witnessi^s n? the 
Common Ilall, where the magistrates usually sat 
on a certain day. 

We all met at the time appointed, and I deter- 
mined to sit as near to the mayor as I could get. 
The hall was unusually crowded. Oiie or two 
slave-merchants, and two or three others, who 
were largely concerned in the West-India trade, 
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were upon the bench. For I had it>forrned the 
mayor the day before of my intention, and he, it 
appeared, bad informed them. 1 shall never for- 
get the savage looks which these people gave me \ 
which indeed were so remarkable, as to occa- 
sion tlie eyes of the whole court to be turned 
upon me. They looked as if they were going 
to speak to me, and the people looked as if they 
expected me to say something in return. They 
then got round the mayor, and began to whisper 
to lijm, as I supposed, on the business before it 
should come on. One of them, however, said 
aloud to the former, but fixing his eyes upon me^ 
and wishing me to overhear him, " Scandalous 
reports had Jately been spread, but sailors were 
not used worse in Guineamen than in other 
vessels." This brought the people's eyes upon 
me again. I was very much irritated, but I 
thought it improper to say any thing. Another, 
looking savagely at me, said to the mayor, " that 
he had known captain Vicars a long time; that 
he was an honourable man,* and v-tii^ld not 
allow such usage in his ship. There were always 
vagabonds to hatch up things:" and be made a 
dead point at me, by putting himself into a pos- 
ture which attracted the notice of those present^ 
and by staring me in the face. I could now no 
longer restrain myself, and I said aloud in as 
modest a manner as I could, ** You, Sir, may 

* VVc may well iiTiaj;:ine what this person's notion of another 
man's honour was ; for he \vas the purser of the Brothers and 
nf the Alfred, who, as before mwitioned, sent the captains of 
those ships out a second vo^ae^e. after knowing their barbarities 
in the former. And he was atlso the purser of this very ship 
Thomas, where the murder had been committed. J by no 
means, however, wisli by these observations to detract from the 
character of captain Vicars, as he bad no concern in the crue'- 
deed. 
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kilow many things which I do not. But this I 
know, that if you do not do your duty, you are 
amenable to a higher court." The mayor upon 
this looked at me, and directly my friend Mr. 
Burges, who was sitting as the cierk to the 
magistrates, went to him and whispered some- 
thing in his car ; after which all private conver- 
sation between the mayor and others ceased, and 
the hearing was ordered to come on. 

I shall not detain the reader by giving an ac- 
count of the evidence which then transpired. 
The four witnesses were examined, and the case 
was so far clear. Captain Vicars, however, was 
sent for. On being questio!*ed, he did not deny 
that there had been bad usage, but said that the 
young man had died with the flux. But this as- 
sertion went for nothing when balanced against 
the facts which had come out ; and this was so 
evident, that an order was made out for the ap- 
prehension of the chief mate. He was accord- 
ingly taken up. The next day, however, there 
was a rehearing of the case, when he was re- 
turned to the jail, where he was to lie till the 
Lords of the Admiralty should order a sessionsf 
to be held for the trial of offences committed 
on the high seas. 

This public examination of the case of Wil- 
liam Lines, and the way in which it ended, pro-f 
duced an extraordinary result ; for after this time 
the slave-captains and mates, who used to meet 
me suddenly, used as suddenly to start from me, 
indeed to the other side of the pavement, as if I 
had been a wolf, or tiger, or some dangerous 
beast of prey. Such of them as saw me before 
hand, used to run up the cross streets or lanes, 
which were nearest to them, to get away. Sea^ 
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men, too, came from various quarters to apply to 
me for redress. One came to me, who had beeo 
treated ili in the Alexander, when Mr. Falcon- 
bridge had hem the surgeon of her- Three came 
to me. Who had been ill used in the voyage which 
followed, though she had then sailed under a new 
captain. Two applied to ma from the Africa, 
who had been of her crew in the last voyage; 
two from the Fly ; two from the Wasp ; one from 
the Little Pearl, a«d three from the Pilgrim or 
Princess, when she was last upon the coast. 

The different scenes of barbarity, which these 
rcpreseuted to me. greatly added to the affliction 
of my mind. My f^eiisigs became riow almost 
insupportable i was agonized to think that this 
trad*? should last anothc^r day. I was in a state 
of agitation from morning till night. I deter- 
mined 1 would soon leave Bristol, i saw noth- 
ing but misery in the place, i had collected 
now, I believed, all the evidence it would afford; 
and to stay in it a day longer than was necessary, 
would be only an interruption for so much time 
both of my happiness and of my health. I de- 
termined therefore to do only two or three things, 
which I thought to be proper, and to depart in a 
few days. 

And first I went to Bath, where I endeavoured 
to secure the respectable paper belonging to that 
city in favour of the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
This I did entirely to my satisfaction, by relat- 
ing to the worthy editor all the discoveries I had 
made, and by impressing his mind in a forcible 
manner on the subject. And it is highly to the 
honour of Mr. Crutvvell, that from, that day he 
never ceased to defend our cause ; that he never 
made a charge for insertions of any kind; but 
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chat he considered all he did upon this occasion 
in the light of a duty, or as his mite gi^en in 
charity to a poor and oppressed people. 

The next attempt was to lay the foundation, of 
0 committee in Bristol, and of a petition to Par« 
liatnent from it for the abolition of the Slave* 
trade. I had now made many friends. A gen- 
tleman of the name of Paynter had felt himself 
r/»uch interested in my labours. Mr. Joseph 
Harford, a man of fortune, of great respectabil* 
ity of character, and of considerable infiuence, 
had attached himself to the cause. Dr. Fox 
had assisted me in it Mr, Hughes, a clersrvman 
of the Baptist church, was anxious and ready 
to serve it. Dr. Camplin, of the Establishment, 
with several of his friends, continued steady. 
Matthew Wright, James Harford, Truman Har- 
ford, and all the Ciuakers to a man, were strenu- 
ous, and this on the best of principles, in its sup- 
port. To all these I spoke, and I had the pleag^ 
ure of seeing that my wishes were likely in a 
short time to be gratified in both these cases. 

It was now necessary that I should write to 
the committee in London. I had written to them 
only two letters, during my absence ; for I had 
devoted myself so much to the great object I had 
undertaken* that I could think of little else. 
Hence some of my friends among them were 
obliged to write to different persons at Bristol, to 
inquire if I was alivOo I gave up a day or two, 
therefore, to this purpose. I informed the com- 
mittee of all my discoveries ia the various 
branches to which my attention had been direct- 
ed, and desired them in return to proc ire me va* 
rious official documents for the port of Londofi, 
^vbi^h I then specified. Having done this, 1 

14 



154 



HISTORY 01' THE 



conferred with Mr. Falconbridge, relative to be- 
ing with me at Liverpool. 1 thought it right to 
make him no other offer than that his expenses 
should be paid. He acceded to my request on 
these disinterested terms ; and I took my depart- 
ure from Bristol, leaving him to fojlow me in a 
few days. 



CHAPTER X. 

Author secures the Gloucester paper, and lays 
the foundation of a petition from that city — 
does the same at Worcester — and at Chester—- 
arrives at Liverpool — collects specimens of 
African produce'-— also imports and exports — 
and muster-rolls — and accounts of dock duties 
—His introduction to Mr, Norris^ and oihern 
—-Author and his errand become knmvn — 
People visit him out of curiosity — Frequent 
controversies on the subject of the Slave-trade. 

On my arrival at Gloucester, I waited upon 
my friend Dean Tucker. He was pleased to 
hear of the great progress I had made since he 
left me. On communicating to him my inten- 
tion of making interest with the editors of some 
provincial papers, to enlighten the public mind, 
and with the inhabitants of some respectable 
places, for petitions to Parliament, relative to the 
abolition of the Slave-trade, he approved of it, 
and introduced me to Mr. Raikes, the proprietor 
of the respectable paper belonging to that city. 
Mr. Raikes acknowledged, without any hesita- 
tion, the pleasure he should have in serving such 
a noble cause ; and he promised to grant me, 
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from time to time, a corner in his paper, for such 
things as I might point out to him for insertion. 
This promise he perfi^rmed afterwards, without 
any pecuniary consideration, and solely on the 
ground of benevolence. He promised also his 
assistance as to the other object, for the promo- 
tion of which I left him several of my Summary 
Views to distribute. 

At Worcester i trod over the same ground, 
and with the same success. Timothy Beving- 
ton, of the religious society of the Quakers, was 
the only person to whom I had an introduction 
there. He accompanied me to the mayor, to 
the editor of the Worcester paper, and to several 
others, before each of whom I pleaded the cause 
of the oppressed Africans in the best manner I 
was able. I dilated both on the inhumanity and on 
the impolicy of the trade, which I supported by 
the various facts recently obtained at Bristol. I 
desired, however, as far as petitions were con- 
cerned, (and this desire I expressed on all other 
similar occasions.) that no attempt should be 
made to obtain these, till such information had 
been circulated on the subject, that every one, 
when called upon, might judge, from his knowl- 
edge of it, how far he would feel it right to join 
in it. For this purpose I left also here several 
of my Summary Views for distribution. 

After my arrival at Chester, I went to the 
bishop's residence, but I found he was not there. 
Knowing no other person in the place, I wrote 
a note to Mr. Cpwdroy, whom I understood to 
be the editor of the Chester paper, soliciting an 
interview with him. I explained my wishes to 
him on both subjects. He seemed to be greatly 
rejoiced, when we met, that such a measure as 
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that of the abolition of the Slave-trade was io 
contemplation. Living at so short a distance 
from Liverpool, and in a county from which so 
many persons were constantly going to Africa, 
he was by no means ignorant, as some were, of 
the nature of this cruel traffic; but yet he 
had no notion that I had probed it so deeply, or 
that I had brought to light such important cir« 
curastances concerning it, as he found by my 
conversation. He made me a hearty oWet of his 
services on this occasion, and this expressly 
without fee or reward. I accepted them most 
joyfully and gratefully. It was, indeed, a most 
important thing, to have a station so near the 
enemy's camp, where we could watch their mo- 
tions, and meet any attack which might be 
made from it. And this office of a sentinel Mr« 
Cowdroy performed with great vigilance; and 
^hen he afterwards left Chester for Manchester, 
to establish a paper there, he carried with him 
the same friendly disposition towards our cause. 

My first introduction at Liverpool was to Wil- 
liam Rathbone, a member of the religious society 
of the Quakers. He was the same person, who, 
before the formation of our committee, had pro- 
cured me copies of several of the muster-roils 
of the slave-vessels belonging to that port, so 
that, though we were not personally known, yet 
;ve were not strangers to each other. Isaac 
Hadwen, a respectable member of the same 
society, was the person whom I saw next. I 
had been introduced to him, previously to my 
journey, when he was at London, at the yearly 
meeting of the Quakers, so that no letter to him 
was necessary. As Mr. Roscoe had generously 
given the profits of The Wrongs of Africa to 
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ouf committee, I made no scruple of calling 
upon him* His reception of me was very 
friendly, and he introduced me afterwards to 
Dr. Currie, who had written the preface to that 
poem. 

It may not, perhaps, be necessary to enter so 
largely into my proceedings at Liverpool as at 
Bristol. The following account, therefore, may 
suffice. 

In my attempts to add to my collection of spe- 
cimens of African produce, I was favoured with 
a sample of gum ruber astringens, of cotton 
from the Gambia, of indigo and musk, of long 
pepper, of black pepper from Whidah, of mahog- 
any from Calabar, and of clothes of different 
colours, made by the natives, which, while they 
gave other proofs of the quality of their own cot- 
ton, gave proofs, also, of the variety of their 
dyes. 

I made interest at the Custom-house for vari- 
ous exports and imports, and for copies of the 
muster-rolls of several slave-vessels, besides those 
of vessels employed in other trades. 

By looking out constantly for information oo 
this great subject, I was led to the examination 
of a printed card or table of the dock duties of 
Liverpool, which was published annually. The 
town of Liverpool had so risen in opulence and 
importance, from only a fishing village, that the 
corporation seemed to have a pride in giving a 
public view of this increase. Hence they pub- 
lished and circulated this card. Now the card 
contained one, among other facts, which was 
almost as precious, in a political point of view, 
as any I had yet obtained. It stated, that in the 
year 1772, when I knew that a hundred vessels 
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sailed out of Liverpool for the coast of Africa,? 
the dock-duties amounted to 4552/., and that iu 
1779, when I knew that, in consequence of the 
war, only eleven went from thence to the same 
coast, they amounted to 4957/- From these 
facts, put together, two conclusions were obvi- 
ous. The first was, that the opulence of Liver- 
pool, as far as the entry of vessels into its ports, 
and the dock duties arising from thence, were 
concerned, was not indebted to the Slave-trade : 
for these duties were highest when it had only 
eleven ships in that employ. The second was, 
that there had been almost a practical experi- 
ment with respect to the abolition of it ; for the 
vessels in it had been gradually reduced from 
one hundred to eleven, and yet the West-Indians 
had not complained of their ruin, nor had the 
merchants or manufacturers suffered, nor had 
Liverpool been affected by the change. 

The common conversation of this place was 
much the same as that at Bristol on the sub- 
ject of this trade. Horrible facts concerning it 
were in every body's mouth. But they were more 
ijumerous, as was likely to be the case, where 
eighty vessels were employed from one ppit, and 
only eighteen from the other. The people too 
at Liverpool seemed to be more hardened, or 
they related them with more coldness or less 
feeling. This may be accounted for, from the 
greater number of those facts, as just related, 
the mention of which, as it was of course more 
frequent, occasioned them to lose their power of 
exciting surprise. All this I thought in my fa- 
vour, as I should more easily, or with less obnox- 
iousness, come to the knc^wledgeof what I want* 
ed to obtaiij. 
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My friend William Rathbone, who had been 
looking out to supply me with intelligence, but 
who was desirous that I should not be imposed 
upon, and that I should get it from the fountain- 
head, introduced me to Mr. Norris for this pur- 
pose. Norris had been formerly a slave-captain, 
but had quitted the trade and settled as a mer- 
chant in a different line of business. He was a 
man of quick penetration, and of good talents, 
which he had cultivated to advantage, and he 
had a pleasing address both as to speech and 
manners. He received me with great politeness, 
and offered me ail the information I desired. I 
was with him five or six times at his own house 
for this purpose. The substance of his commu- 
nications on these occasions I shall now put 
down, and I beg the reader's particular attention 
to it, as he will be referred to it in other parts of 
this work. 

With respect to the produce of Africa, Mr. 
Norris enumerated many articles in which a new 
and valuable trade might be opened, of which he 
gave me one, namely, the black pepper l.om 
Whidah before mentioned. This he gave me, 
to use his own expressions, as one argument 
among many others of the impolicy of the Slave- 
trade, which, by turning the attention of the in- 
habitants to the persons of one another for sale, 
hindered foreigners from discovering, and them- 
selves from cultivating, many of the valuable 
productions of their own soil. 

On the subject of procuring slaves he gave it 
as his decided opinion, that many of the inhabi- 
tants of Africa were kidnapped by each other, 
as they were travelling on the roads, or fishing 
in the cre.eks, or cultivating their little spots. 
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Having learnt their language, he had collected 
the fact from various quarters, but more particu- 
larly from the accounts of slaves, whom he had 
transported in his own fessels. With respect 
however to Whidah, many came from thence, 
who were reduced to slavery in a different man- 
ner. The king of Dahomey, whose life (with 
the wars and customs of the Dahomans) he said 
he was then writing, and who was a very despots 
ic prince, made no scruple of seizing his own 
subjects, and of selling them, if he was in want 
of any of the articles which the slave-vessels 
would afford him. The history of this prince's 
life he lent me afterwards to read, while it was 
yet in manuscript, in which I observed that he 
had recorded all the facts now mentioned. In- 
deed he made no hesitation to state them, either 
when we were by ourselves, or when others were 
in company with us. He repeated them at one 
time in the presence both of Mr, Cruden, and of 
Coupland. The latter was then a slave-mer- 
chant at Liverpool. He seemed to be fired at 
the relation of these circumstances. Unable to 
restrain himself longer, he entered into a defence 
of the trade, both as to the humanity and the 
policy of it. But Mr. Norris took up his argu- 
ments in both these cases, and answered them 
in a solid manner. 

With respect to the Slave-trade, as it affected 
the health of our seamen, Mr. Norris admitted 
it to be destructive. But I did not stand in need 
of this information, as I knew this part of the 
subject, in consequence of my familiarity with 
the muster-rolls, better than himself. 

He admitted it also to be true, that they were 
too frequently ill treated in this trade. A day or 
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two after our conversation on this latter subject 
he brought me the manuscript journal of a voy- 
age to Africa, which had been kept by a mate, 
with whom he was then acquainted. He brought 
it to me to read, as it might throw some light 
upon the subject on which we had talked last. 
In this manuscript various instances of craei 
usage towards sesmen were put down, fromi 
which it appeared that the mate, who wrote it, 
had not escaped himseh. 

At the last interview we had, he seemed to be 
so satisfied of the inhumanity, injustice, and 
impolicy of the trade, that he made me a volun- 
tary offer of certain clauses, which he had been 
thinking of, and which, he believed, if put into 
an act of parliament, would judiciously effect 
its abolition. The offer of these clauses I em- 
braced eagerly. He dictated them, and I wrote. 
I wrote them in a small book which I had then 
in my pocket. * They were these : 

No vessel under a heavy penalty te supply for- 
eigners with slaves. 

Every vessel to pay to government a tax for a 
register on clearing out to supply our ovi^n islands 
with slaves. 

Every such vessel to be prohibited from pur- 
chasing or bringing home any of the productions 
of Africa. 

Every such vessel to be prohibited from bring- 
ing home a passenger, or any article of produce, 
from the West-Indies. 

A bounty to be given to every vessel trading 
in the natural productions of Africa. This 
bounty to be paid in part out of the tax arising 
from the registers of the slave-vessels. 

Cer^.ain establishments to be made by govern- 
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ment in Africa, in the Bananas, in the Isles tie 
Los, on the banks of the Camaranca, and in 
other places, for the encouragement and support 
of the new trade to be substituted there. 

Such then were the services, which Mr, Nor- 
ris, at the request of William Rathbone, ren- 
dered me at Liverpool, during my stay there ; 
and I have been very particular in detailing 
them, because I shall be obliged to allude to 
them, as I have before observed, on some impor- 
tant occasions in a future part of the work. 

On going rny rounds one day, I met accident- 
ally with captain Chaffers. This gentleman 
either was or had been in the West-India em- 
ploy. ' His heart had beaten in sympathy with 
mine, and he had greatly favoured our cause. 
He had seen me at Mr. Norris', and learned my 
errand there. He told me he could introduce 
me in a few minutes, as we were then near at 
hand, to captain Lace, if I chose it. Captain 
Lace, he said, had been long in the Slave-trade, 
and could give me very accurate information 
about it. I accepted his ofTer* On talking to 
captain Lace, relative to the productions of Afri- 
ca, he told me that mahogany grew at Calabar, 
He began to describe a tree of that kind, which 
he had seen there. This tree was from about 
eighteen inches to two feet in diameter, and 
about sixty feet high, or, as he expressed it, of 
the height of a tall chimney. As soon as he 
mentioned Calabar, a kind of horrour came over 
me. His name became directly associated in 
my mind with the place. It almost instantly oc- 
curred to me, thai he commanded the Edgar out 
of Liverpool, when the dreadful massacre there, 
as hp'? been related, took place. Indeed I 
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^seemed to be so confident of it, thai, attending 
more to my feelings than to niy reason at this 
moment, I accused him with being concerned in 
it. This produced great confusion among us. 
J'or he looked incensed at captain Chaffers, as 
if he had introduced me to him for this purpose. 
Captain Chaffers, again, seemed to be all aston- 
ishment that I should have known of this cir- 
cumstance, and to be vexed that I should have 
mentioned it in such a manner. 1 was also in a 
state of trembiing myself. Captain Lace could 
only say it was a bad business. But he never 
defended himself, lior those concerned in it. 
And we soon parted, to the great joy of us all- 
Soon after this interview I began to perceive 
that I was known in Liverpool, as well as the 
object for which I came. Mr. Coupland, the 
slave-merchant, with whom I had disputed at 
Mr. Norris' house, had given the alarm to those 
who were concerned in the trade, and captain 
Lace, as may be now easily imagined, had spread 
it. This knowledge of me and of my errand 
was almost immediately productive of two ef- 
fects, the first of which I shall now mention. 

I had a private room at the King's Arms tav- 
ern, besides my bedroom, where I used to medi- 
tate and to write. But I generally dined in pub- 
lic. The company at dinner had hitherto varied 
but little as to number, and consisted of those, 
both from the town and country, who bad been 
accustomed to keep up a connexion with the 
liouse. But now things were altered, and many 
people came to dine there daily with a view of 
seeing me, as if I had been some curious crea- 
ture imported from foreigr; parts. They thought, 
also, they could thus have an opportunity of con- 
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versing with me. Siave-merchants and slave- 
captains came in among others for this purpose. 
I had obsei^^d this difference in the number of 
our company for two or three days. Dale, the 
master of the lavern, had observed it also, and 
told me in a good-natured manner, that many of 
these were my visitors, and that I was likely to 
bring him a great deal of custom. In a little 
tiracj however, things became serious ; for they, 
who came to see me, always started the abolition 
of the Slave-trade as the subject for conversa- 
tion. Many entered into the justification of this 
trade with great warmth, as if to ruffle my tem- 
per, or at any rate to provoke me to talk. Others 
threw out, with the same view, that men were 
going about to aboljsh it, who would have done 
much better if they had staid at home. Others 
said they had heard of a person^urned mad, who 
had conceived the thought of destroying Liver- 
pool, and all its glory. Some gave as a toast, 
success to the Trade^ and then laughed immod- 
erately, and watched me when I took my glass 
to see if I would drink it. I saw the way in 
which things were now going, and I believed it 
WGUid be proper that I should come to some fixed 
resolutions ; such as, whether I should change 
my lodgings, and whether I should dine in pri- 
vate ; and if not, what lifie of conduct it would 
become me to pursue on such occasions. With 
respect to changing my lodgings and dining in 
private, I conceived, i-f I were to do either of 
these things, that I should be showing an un- 
manly fear of my visitors, which they would turn 
to their own advantage. I conceived too, that, 
if I chose to go on as before, and to enter into 
conversation with them on the subject of the 
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abolition of the Slave-trade, I might be able, by 
having such an assemblage of persons daily, to 
gather all the arguments which they could col- 
lect on the other side of our question, an advan- 
tage which I should one day feel in the future 
management of the cause. With respect to the 
line, which I should pursue in the case of re- 
maining in the place of my abode and in my 
former habits^ I determined never to stait the 
subject of the abolition myself; never to aban- 
don it when started ; never to defend it but in a 
serious and dignified manner ; and never to dis- 
cover any signs of irritation, whatever provoca- 
tion might be given me. By this determination 
I abided rigidly. The King's Arms became now- 
daily the place for discussion on this subject. 
Many tried to insult me, but to no purpose. In 
ail these discussions 1 found the great advantage 
of having brought Mr. Falconbridge with me 
from Bristol: for he was always at the table; 
and when my opponents, with a disdainful look, 
tried to ridicule my knowledge, among those 
present, by asking me if I had ever been on ihc 
coast of Africa myself, he used generally to re- 
ply, " But I have. I k now 3 11 your proceedings 
there, and that his statements are true.'* These 
and other words put in by him, who was an 
athletic and resolute-looking man, were of great 
service to gie. Ail disinterested persons, of 
whom there were four or five daily in the room, 
were uniformly convinced by our arguments, and 
took our part, and some of them very warmly. 
Day after day we beat our opponents out of the 
fiel^, as many of the company acknowledged, io 
their no small mortification, in their presence. 
Thus while we served the cause by discovering 

15 



HISTORY OF THE 



all that could be said against it, we served it by 
giving numerous individuals proper ideas con- 
cerning it and of interesting them in our favour. 

The second effect which I experienced was, 
that from this time I could never get any one to 
come forward as an evidence to serve the cause. 
There were, I believe, hundreds of persons in 
Liverpool, and in the neighbourhood of it, who 
had been concerned in this traffic, and who had 
left it, all of whom could have given such testi- 
mony concerning it as would have insured its 
abolition. But none of them would now speak 
out. Of these indeed there were some, who 
were alive to the horrours of it, and who lamented 
that it should still continue. But yet even these 
were backward in supporting me. All that they 
did was just privately to see me, to tell me that 
I was right, and to exhort me to persevere : bu*, 
as to coming forwaid to be examined publicly, 
my object was so unpopular, and would become 
so much more so when brought into parliament, 
that they would have their houses puiied down, 
if they should then appear as public instruments 
in the annihilation of the trade. With this 
account I was obliged to rest satisfied ; nor could 
I deny when I considered the spirit, which had 
manifested itself, and the extraordinary number 
of interested persons in the place, that they had 
some reason for their fears : and that those fears 
were not groundless, appeared afterwards ; for 
Dr. Binns, a respectable physician belonging to 
the religious society of the Quakers, and to 
whom Isaac Had wen had introduced me, was 
^lear falling into a mischievous plot, wJiich had 
been laid against him, because he wis one ol 
the subscribers to the Institution for the A boll- 
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lion of the Slave-trade, and because he was 
suspected of having aided me in promoting that 
object. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Hostile disposition towards the author increases, 
on account of his knotvn patronage of the 
seamen employed in the Slave-trade — manner 
of procuring and paying them at Liverpool — 
their treatment^ and mortality — Account of the 
murder of Peter Green-^irouhle taken by the 
author to trace it — his narroiv escape — goes to 
Lancaster-^but returns to Liverpool-Cleaves 
the latter place. 

It has appeared that a number of persons 
used to come and see me, out of curiosity, at the 
King's Arms tavern ; and that these manifested 
a bad disposition tov^^ards me, ^vi=?ch was near 
breaking out into open insults Now the cause 
of all this was, as I have observed, the kriowl- 
edge which people had obtained, relative to my 
errand at this place. But this hostile disposition 
was increased by another circumstance, which I 
am now to mention. I had been so shocked at 
the treatment of the seamen belonging to the 
slave-vessels at Bristol, that I determined, on 
my arrival at Liverpool, to institute an inquiry 
concerning it there also. I had made consider- 
able progress in it, so that few seamen were 
landed from such vessels, but I had some com- 
munication with them ; and though no one else 
would come near me, to give me any information 
about the trade, these were ahvavs forward to 
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speak to me, and to tell me their grievances, if 
it were orJy with the hope of being able to get 
redress. The consequence of this was, that 
they used to come to the King's Arms tavern to 
see me. H-ance one, two, and three were almost 
daily to be found about the door ; and this hap- 
pened quite as frequently after the hostility just 
mentioned had shown itself, as before. They, 
therefore, who came to visit me out of curiosity, 
could not help seeing my sailor visitors ; and on 
inquiring into their errand, they became more 
than ever incensed against me. 

The first result of this increased hostility 
towards me was an application from some of 
them to the master of the tavern, that he would 
not harbour me. This he communicated to me 
in a friendly manner, but he was by no means 
desirous that I should leave him. On the other 
hand, he hoped I would stay long enough to ac- 
coiriplish my object. I thought if right, however, 
to take the matter into consideration ; and, hav- 
ing canvassed it, I resolved to remain with hina, 
for the reasons mentioned in the fofmer chapter. 
But, that I might avoid doing any thing that 
would be injurious to his interest, as \v as in 
some measure avoid giving unnecessa*^ offence 
to others, I took lodgings in Williamson Square, 
where I retired to write, and occasionally to 
sleep, and to which place ail seamen, desirous 
of seeing me, were referred. Hence I continued 
to get the same information as before, but in a 
less obnoxious and injurious manner. 

The history of the seamen employee? in the 
slave-vessels belongnig to the port of Liverpool, 
I found to be similar to that of those from 
Bristol. 
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They, who went into this trade, were of two 
classes. The first consisted of those who were 
ignorant of it, and to whom, generally, in)proi>er 
representations of advantage had been made, for 
the purpose of enticing them into it. The second 
consisted of those, who, by means of a regu'ar 
system, kept up by the mates and captains, had 
been purposely brought by their landlords into 
distress, from which they could only be extricat- 
ed by going into this hateful employ. How many 
have 1 seen, with tears in their eyes, put into 
boats, and conveyed to vessels, which were then 
lying at the Black Rock, and which were only 
wailing to receive them to sail away ! 

The manner of paying them in the currency 
of the Islands was the same as at Bristol. But 
this practice was not concealed at Liverpool, as 
it was at the former place. The articles of 
agi'ecmsnt were piinieu, so that all, who chose 
to buy, might read them. At the same time it 
must be observed, that seamen were never paid 
in this manner in any other employ ; and that 
the African wages, though nominally higher for 
the sake of procuring hands, were thus made to 
be actually lower than in other trades. 

The loss by death was so similar, that it did 
not signify whether the calculation on a given 
number was made either at this or the other port, 
I had, however, a better opportunity at this, than 
I had at the other, of knowing the loss as it re- 
lated to those, whose constitutions had been 
ruined, or who had been rendered incapable, by 
disease, of continuing their occupation at sea. 
For the slave-vessels, which returned to Liver- 
pool, sailed immediately into the docks, so that 
I saw at once their sickly and ulcerated crews. 

15'^ 
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The number of vessels, too, was so much greater 
from this, than from any other port, that their 
sick made a more conspicuous figure in the infir- 
mary. And they were seen also more frequently 
in the streets. 

With respect to their treatment, nothing couid 
be worse. It seemed to me to be but one bar- 
ban>us system from the beginning to the end. I 
do not say barbarous, as if premeditated, but it 
became so in consequence of the savage habits 
gradually formed by a familiarity with miserable 
fjights, and with a course of action inseperable 
from the trade. Men in their first voyages usi:- 
ally disliked the traffic; and, if they were happy 
enough then to abandon it, they usually escaped 
the disease of a hardened heart. But if they 
went a second and a third time, their disposition 
became gradually changed. It was impossible 
for them to be accustomed to care/ away men 
and women by force, to keep them in chains, to 
see their tears, to hear their rkiournful lamenta- 
tions, to behold the dead and the dying, to be 
obliged to keep up a system of severity amidst 
all this affliction ; in short, it was impossible for 
them to be witnesses, and this for successive 
voyages, to the complicated mass of misery pass- 
ing in a slave ship, without losing their finer 
feelings, or without contracting tiicse babits of 
moroseness and cruelty, which would brutalize 
their nature. Now, if we consider that persons 
could not easily become captains (and to these 
the barbarities were generally chargeable by 
actual perpetration, or by consent) till they had 
been two or three voyages in this employ, we 
shall see the reason why it would be almop^ a 
miracle, if they, who were thus emplpyed iu it; 
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were^ not rather to become monsters, than to 
continue to be men. 

While I was at Bristol, I heard from an officer 
of the Alfred, who gave me the intelligence pri- 
vately, that the steward of a Liverpool ship, whose 
name was Green, had been murdered in that 
ship. The Alfred was in Bonny river at the 
same time, and his own captain (so infamous for 
his cruelty, as has been before shown) was on 
board when it happened. The circumstances, 
he said, belonging to this murder, were, if report 
were true, of a most atrocious nature, and de- 
served to be made the subject of inquiry. As to 
the murder itself, he observed, it had passed as 
a notorious and uncontradicted fact. 

This account was given me just as I had made 
an acquaintance with Mr. Falconbridge, and I 
jijfurmed him of it. He said he had no doubt of 
its truth. For in his last voyage he went to Bon- 
ny himself, where the ship was then lying, in 
which the transaction happened. The king and 
several of the black traders told him of it. The 
report then current was simply this, that the 
steward had been barbarously beaten one even- 
ing ; that after this he was let down with chains 
upon him into a boat, which was along side of 
the ship, and that the next morning he was found 
dead. 

On my arrival at Liverpool, I resolved to in- 
quire into the truth of this report. On looking 
into one of the wet docks, I saw the name of the 
vessel alluded to. I walked over the decks of 
several others, and got on board her. Two peo- 
ple were walking up and down her, and one was 
leaning upon a rail by the side. I asked the 
tatter how many slaves this ship had carried in 
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her last voyage. lie replied, he could not teli ; 
but one of the two persons walking about could 
answer me, as he had sailed out and returned iii 
h<^r. This man came up to us, and joined in 
conversation. He answered my question and 
luany others, and would have shown me the ship. 
But on asking him how many seamen had died 
on the voyage, he changed his manner, and said, 
with apparent hesitation, he could not tell, I 
asked him next, what had become of the stewaid 
Green. He said, he believed he was dead. I 
asked how the seamen had been used. He said, 
not worse than others. I then asked whether 
Green had been used worse than others. He 
replied, he did not then recolicctc I found that 
he was now quite upon his guard, and as I could 
get no satisfactory answer from him I left the 
ship. 

On the next day, I looked over the muster- 
roll of this vessel. On examining it, I found 
that sixteen of the crew had died. I found also 
the name of Peter Green. I found, again, that 
the latter had been put down among the dead. 
I observed also, that the ship had left Liverpool 
on the fifth of June 1786, and had returned on 
the fifth of June 1787, and that Peter Green 
was put down as having died on the nineteenth 
of September ; from all which circumstances it 
was evident that he mast, as my Bristol infor- 
mation asserted, have died upon the coast. 

Notwithstanding this extraordinary coinci- 
dence of name, ir. .tality, t^rae, and place, J 
^could gain no further intelligence about the affair 
till within about ten days before I left Liverpool : 
when among the seamen, who came to apply to 
me in Williamson Square, was George Ormond. 
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He came to inform me of his own ill usage ; from 
which circumstance I found that he had sailed 
in the same ship with Peter Green. This led 
me to incjuire into the tiansaction in question, 
and I received from him the following account : 

Peter Green had been shipped as steward, A 
black woman of the name of Rodney, went out 
in the same vessel. Sh« belonged to the owners 
of it, and was to be an interpretess to the slaves 
who should be purchased. About five in the 
evening, some time in the month of September, 
the vessel then lying in Bonny river, the captain, 
as was his custom, went on shore. In his ab- 
sence, Rodney, the black woman, asked Green 
for the keys of the pantry; which he refused her, 
alleginjr that the captain had already beaten him 
for having given them to her on a former occa- 
sion, when she drank the wine. The woman 
being passionate, struck him, and a scuffle en- 
sued, out of which Green extricated himself as 
well as he could. 

When the scuffle was over the woman retired 
to the cabin, and appeared pensive. Between 
eight and nine in the evening, the captain, who 
was attended by the captain of the Alfred, came 
on board. Rodney immediately ran to him, and 
informed him that Green had made an assault 
upon her. The captain, with'iut any inquiry, 
beat him severely, and ordered his hands to be 
made fast to some bolls on the starboard side of 
the ship and under the half deck, aiid then flog- 
ged him himself, using the lashes of the cat-of- 
nine-tails upon Kis back at one lime, and the 
double walled knot at the end of it upon his 
head at another ; and stopping to rest at inter- 
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vals, and using each hand alternately, that he 
mi^'ht strike with the greater severity. 

The paia had now become so very severe, that 
Green cried out, and entreated the captain ot" 
the Alfred, who was standing by, to pity kis hard 
case, and to intercede for hini. But the latter 
replied, that he would have served him in the 
same manner. Unable to find a friend here, he 
called upon the chief mate ; but this only made 
matters worse^ for the captain then ordered the 
latter to flog him also; which he did for some 
time Uoing however only the lashes ot ihe instru- 
ment. Green then called, in his distress, upon 
the second mate to speak for him ; but the second 
mate was immediately ordered to perform the 
same cruel office, and was made to persevere in 
it till the lashes were all worn into threads. But 
the barbarity did not close here : for the captain, 
on seeing the instrument now become useless, 
ordered another, with which he flogged him as 
before, beating him at tunes over the head with 
the double walled knot, and changing hi hands, 
and cursing his own left hand for not bei j able 
to strike so severe a blow as his right. 

The punishment, as inflicted by all parlies, had 
novv lasted two hours and a half, when George 
Ormond was ordered to cut down one of the 
arms, and the boatswain the other, from the 
places of their confinement. This being done, 
Green lay motionless on the deck. lie attempt- 
ed to utter something. Ormond understood it 
to be the word water. But no water was allow- 
ed him. The captain, on the other hand, said 
he had not yet done with him, and ordered him 
to be confined with his ^rms across, iijs right 
hand to his left foot, and his left hand to his right 
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foot. For this purpose the carpenter brought 
shackles, and George Ormond was compelled to • 
put them on. The captain then ordered some 
tackle to be made fast to the limbs of the said 
Peter Green, in which situation he vas then 
hoisted up, and afterwards let down int^ a boat* 
which was lying alongside the ship. Michael 
Cunningham was then sent to loose the tackle, 
and to leave him there. 

In the middle witch, or between one and two 
next morning, George Ormond looked out of 
one of the portholes, and called to Green, but 
received no answer. Between two and three, 
Paul Berry, a seaman, was sent down into the 
boat and found him dead. He made his report 
to one of the ofScers of the ship. About five 
in the morning, the body was brought up, and 
laid on the waist near the half deck door. The 
captain on seeing the body< when he rose, ex- 
pressed no concern, but ordered it to be knocked 
out of irons, and to be buried at the usual place 
of interment for seamen, on Bonny Point. I 
may now observe, that the deceased was in good 
health before the punishment took place, and ^n 
high spirits ; for he played upon the flute only a 
short time before Rodney asked him for the 
keys, while those seamen, who were in health, 
danced. 

On hearing this cruel relation from George 
Ormond, who was throughout a material witness 
to the scene, I had no doubt in my own mind of 
the truth of it. But I thought it right to tf;ll 
him at once that I had seen a person, about four 
weeks ago, who had been the same voyage with 
him and Peter Green, but yet who had no recol* 
lection of these circumstances. Upon this he 



176 



HISTORY OF T«J3 



looked quite astoaished, aud began to grow angry. 
He maintained he h id ^een the whole. He had 
also held the candle himself during the whole 
punishment. He asserted that one candle and 
half of another were burnt out while it lasted^ 
He said also, that, while the body lay in the 
waist, he had handled the abused parts, and had 
put three of his fingers into a hole, made by the 
double walled knot, in the head, from whence a 
quantity of blood, and, he believed, brains issued. 
He then challenged me to bring the man before 
him. I desired him upon this to be cool, and to 
come to me the nest day, and I would then talk 
with him again upon the subject. 

In the interim J consulted the muster-roll of 
the vessel again. I found the name of George 
Ormond. He had sailed in her out of Liver- 
pool, and had been discharged at the latter end 
of January in the West-Indies, as he had told 
me. I found also the names of Michael Cun- 
ningham and of Paul Berry, whom he had men- 
tioned. It was obvious also that Ormond's ac- 
count of the captain of the Alfred being on 
board at the time of the punishment, tallied with 
that given me at Bristol by an officer of that 
vessel, and that his account of letting down Peter 
Green into the boat tallied with that, which Mr. 
Falconbridge, as I mentioned before, bad heard 
from the king and the black traders in Bonny 
river. 

When he came to me next day, he came in 
high spirits. He said he had found out the man 
whom I had seen. The man, however, when 
he talked to him about the murder of Peter 
Green, acknowledged every thing concerning it. 
Ormond intimated that this man was to sail again 
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m the same ship under the promise of being an 
officer, and that he had been kept on board, and 
had been enticed to a second voyage, for no 
other purpose than that he might be prevented 
from divulging the matter. I then aslied Or- 
mond, whether he thought the man would ac- 
knowledge the murder in my hearing. He re- 
plied, that if 1 were present, he thought he 
would not say much about it, as he was soon to 
be under the same captain, but that he would 
not deny it. If however I were out of sight, 
though I might be in hearing, he believed he 
would acknowledge the facts. 

By the assistance of Mr. Falconbridge, I found 
a public house, which had two roonrjs in it. 
Nearly at the top of the partition between them 
was a small window, which a person might look 
thffiugh by standing upon a chair. I desired 
Ormond, one evening, to invite the man into the 
larger room, in which he was to have a candle, 
and to talk with him on the subject. 1 purposed 
to station myself in the smallest in the dark, so 
that by looking through the window I could both 
see and hear him, and yet be unperceived myself. 
The room, in which I was to be, was one, where 
the dead were frequently carried to be owned. 
We were all in our places at Me time appointed. 
I directly discovered that it was the same man 
with whom I had conversed on board the ship in 
the wet docks. 

I heard him distinctly relate many of the par- 
ticulars of the murder, and acknowledge them 
all. Ormond, after having talked with him some 
time, said, " Well, then, you believe Peter Green 
was actually murdered He replied, "If Peter 
Green was not murdered, no man ever was." 

16 
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What followed I do not know. I had heard 
quite enough ; and the room was so disagreeable 
in smell, that I did not ehoose to stay in it longer 
than was absolutely necessary. 

I own I was now quite satisfied that the mur- 
der had taken place, and my first thought was to 
bring the matter before the mayor, and to take 
up three of the officers of the ship. But, in 
mentioning my intention to my friends, I was 
dissuaded from it. They had no doubt but that 
in Liverpool, as there was now a notion that the 
Slave-trade would become a subject of parlia- 
mentary inquiry, every effort would be made to 
overthrow me. They were of opinion also that 
such of the magistrates^ as were interested in 
the trade, when applied to for warrants of appre- 
hension, would contrive to give notice to the 
officers to escape. In addition to this they 
believed, that so many in the town were already 
incensed against me, that I should be torn to 
pieces, and the house where I lodged burnt 
down, if I were to make the attempt. I thought 
it right therefore to do nothing for the present ; 
but 1 sent Ormond to London, to keep him out 
of the way of curruption, till I should "make up 
my mind as to further proceedings oh the subject. 

It is impossible, if I observe tie bounds I have 
prescribed myself, and I believe the reader will 
be glad of it on account of his own feelings, that 
I should lay open the numerous cases, which 
came before me at Liverpool, relative to the ill 
treatment of the seamen in this wicked trade. 
It may be sufficient to say, that they harassed 
my constitution, and aff?;ctcd my spirits daily. 
Thny were in my thoughts on my pillow after I 
retired to rest, and I found thefti before my eye? 
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when I awoke. Afflicting however as they were 
they were of great use in the promotion of our 
cause. For they served, whatever else failed, 
as a stimulus to perpetual energy,. They made 
me think lignt of former labours, and they urged 
me imperiously to new. And here I may ob- 
serve, that among the many circumstances, which 
ought to excite our joy on considering the great 
event of the abolition of the Slave-trade, which 
has now happily taken place, there are few for 
which we ought to be more grateful, than that 
from this lime our commerce ceases to breed 
such abandoned wretches; while those, vvi*a 
have thus been bred in it, and who may yet (ind 
employment in other trades, will in the comnirm 
course of nature betaken off m a given tiiu 
so that our marine will at length be purified fro i 
a race of monsters, which have helped to cripple 
its strength, and to disgrace its character. 

The temper of many of the interested people 
of Liverpool had now become still more irritable, 
and their hostility more apparent than before. I 
received anonymous letters, entreating me tb 
leave it, or I should otherwise never leave it alive. 
The only effect, which this advice had upon me, 
was to make me more vigilant when I went out 
at night. I never stirred out at this time with- 
out Mr. Falconbridge. And he never accom- 
panied me without being well armed. Of this, 
however, I knew nothing until we had left the 
place. There was certainly a time, when I had 
reason to believe that I had a narrow escape. I 
was one day on the pier-head with many others 
looking at some little boats beiow at the time of 
a heavy gale. Several persons, probably out of 
curiosity, were hastening thither. I had seen uli 
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1 intended to see, and was departing, when i no- 
liced eight or nine pe -^s making towards me. 
I was then only about vi^ht or nine yards from 
the precipice of the pier, but going from it. I 
expected that they would have divided to let me 
through them ; instead of which they closed 
upon me, and bore me back. I was borne with- 
in a yard of the precipice, when I discovered my 
danger ; and perceiving among them the mur- 
derer of Peter Green, and two others who had 
insulted me at the King's Arms, it instantly 
struck me that they had a design to throw me 
over the pier-head ; which they might have done 
at this time, and yet have pleaded that I had 
been killed by accident. There was not a mo- 
ment to lose. Vigorous, on account of the dan- 
ger, I darted forward. One of them, against 
whom I pushed myself, fell down. Their ranks 
were broken. And I escaped, not without blows, 
amidst their imprecations and abuse. 

I determined now to go to Lancaster, to make 
some inquiries about the Slave-trade there. I 
had a letter of introduction to William Jepson, 
one of the religious society of the Quakers, for 
th'.s purpose. I found from him, that, though 
there were slave merchants at Lancaster, they 
made their outfits ai Liverpool, as a more con- 
venient port. I learnt too from others, that the 
captain of the last vessel, which had sailed out 
of Lancaster to the coast of Africa for slaves^ 
had taken o(F so many of the natives treacher- 
ously, that any other vessel known to come from 
it w^uM be cut off. There were only now one 
or two superannuated captains living in the place. 
Finding I could get no oral testimony, I was in- 
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troduced into the Custom-bouse. Here I jost 
looked over the muster-rolls of such siave-ves- 
sels as had formerly sailed from this port ; and 
having found that the loss of seamen was pre- 
cisely in the same proportion as elsewhere, 1 
gave myself no further trouble, but left the place. 

On my return to Liverpool, I was informed by 
Mr. Falconbridge, that a shipmate of Ormond, 
of the name of Patrick Murray, who had been 
discharged in the West-Indies, had arrived there. 

This man, he said, had been to call upon me 
in my absence, to seek redress for his own bad 
usage ; but in the course; of conversation he had 
confirmed all the particulars as stated by Or- 
mond, relative to the murder of Peter Green. 
On consulting the muster-roll of the ship, I 
found his name, and that he had been discharg- 
ed in the West-Indies on the second of Februa- 
ry. I determined therefore to see him. I cross- 
examined him in the best manner I could. I 
could neither make him contradict himself, nor 
say any thing that militated against the testimo- 
ny of Ormond. I was convinced therefore of 
the truth of the transaction ; and, having ob- 
tained his consent, I sent him to London to stay 
with the latter, till Ire should hear further from 
me. I learnt also from Mr. Falconbridge, that 
my visitors had continued to come to the King's 
Arms during my absence ; that they had been 
very liberal of their abuse of me; and that one 
of them did not hesitate tc say (which is remark- 
able) that 1 deserved to be thrown over the 
pier-head." 

Finding now that I could get no farther evi- 
dence ; that the information which I had already 
16* 
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obt^iined was considerable ;* and that the com 
mittee had expressed m earnest desire, in a let- 
ter which I had received, that I would take into 
consideration the propriety of writing ray Essay 
on the Impolicy of the Slave-trade as noon as 
possible, I determined upon leaving Liverpool. 
I went round accordingly and took leave of my 
friends. The last of these was William Rath- 
bone, and I have to regret, that it was also the 
last time I ever saw him. Independently of the 
gratitude I owed him for assisting me in this 
great cause, I respected him highly as a man. 
He possessed a fine understanding vi^ith a solid 
judgment, lie was a person of extraordinary 
simplicity of manners. Though he lived in a 
state of pecuniary independence, he gave an ex- 
ample of great temperance, as well as of great 
humility of mind. But however humble he ap- 
peared, he had always the courage to dare to do 
that which was right, however it might resist the 
custdhas or the prejudices of men. In his own 
line of trade, which was that of a timber-mer- 
chant on an extensive scale, he would not aJlovy 
any article to be sold for the use of a slave-ship, 
and he always refused those, who applied to him 
for materials for such purposes. But it is evi- 
dent that it was his intention, if he had lived, to 
bear his testimony still more publicly upon ih'is 
subject ; for an advertisement, staling the ground 
of his refusal to furnish any thing for this traffic 
upon Christian principles, with a memorandum 
for two advertisements in the Liverpool papers, 
was found among his papers at his decease, 

* In London, Bristol and Liverpool, I had already obtained 
the names of more than 20,000 seamen, in different voyages, 
knowing- what had become of ea.cji; 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Author proceeds to Manchester ^Jinds a spirit 
rising among the people therefor the abolition 
of the Slave-trade -~25 requested to deliver a 
discourse on the subject of the Slave-trade — • 
heads of it — and extracts — proceeds to K3d- 
dleston — and JBirmingham'-^jinds a similar 
spirit at the latter place — revisits Bristol—^ 
new and difficult situation there^ Author cross^ 
es the Severn at night — unsuccessful termina* 
lion of his journey — returns to London* 

I NOW took my departure from Liverpoc^, and 
proceeded to Manchester, where I arrived on the 
Friday evening. On the Saturday morniagMr. 
Thonaas Walker, attended by Mr. Cooper and 
Mr. Bayley of Hope, called upon me. They 
were then strangers to me. They came, they 
said, having heard of my arrival, to congratoiate 
me on the spirit which was then beginstng to 
show itself, among the people of Manchester and 
of other places, on the subject of the Slave-trade, 
and which would unquestionably manifest itself 
further by breaking out into petitions to parlia- 
ment for its abolition. I was much surprised at 
this information. I had devoted myself so en- 
tirely to my object, that I had never had time to 
read a newspaper since I left London. I never 
knew therefore, till nowj that the attention of 
the public had been drawn to the subject in such 
a maiuior. And as to petitions, though I myself 
had suggested the idea at Bridgewater, Bristol, 
Gloucester, and two or three other places, I had 
only done it provisionally, and this without either 
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the knowledge or the consent of the committee 
The news, however^ as it astonished, so it almost 
overpowered me with joy. I rejoiced in it be- 
cause it was a proof of the general good disposi- 
tion of my countrymen ; because it showed me 
that the cause was such as needed only to bo 
known, to be patronized ; and because the man - 
ifestation of this spirit seemed to me to be an 
earnest, that success would ultimately follow. 

The gentlemen now mentioned took me away 
with them, and introduced me to Mr. Thomas 
Phillips. We conversed at first upon the discov- 
eries made in my journey; but in a little time, 
uiidersianding that I had been educated as a 
clergyman, they came upon me with one voice, 
as if it had been before agreed upon, to deliver 
a discourse the next day, which was Sunday, on 
the sul)ject of the Slave-trade. I was always 
aware that it was my duty to do all that I could 
with propriety to serve the cause I had under- 
taken, and yet I found myself embarrassed at 
their request. Foreseeing, as I have before re- 
lated, that this cause might demand my atteniion 
to it for the greatest part of my life, 1 had given 
up all thoughts of my profession. I had hitherto 
but seldom exercised it, and then only to oblige 
some friend. I doubted too, at the first view of 
the thing, whether the pulpit ought to be made 
an engine for political purposes, though I could 
not but consider the Slave-trade as a mass of 
crimes, and therefore the effort to get rid of it as 
a Christian duty. I bad an idea too, that sacred 
matters should not be entered upon without due 
consideration, nor prosecuted in a hasty but in a 
decorous and solemn manner. I saw besides, 
that as it was then two o'clock in the afternoon, 



ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE-TRADE. 185 



and this sermon was to be forthcoming the nvxt 
day, there was not sufficient time to compose it 
properly. All these difficulties I suggested to 
my new friends without any reserve. But noth- 
ing that I could urge would satisfy them. They 
would not hear of a refusal, and I was obliged to 
give my consent, though I was not reconciled to 
the measure. 

When I vyent into the church it was so full 
that I could scarcely get to my place ; for notice 
had been publicly given, though I knew nothing 
of it, that such a discourse would be delivered. 
I was surprised also to find a great crowd of 
black people standing round the pulpit. There 
might be forty or fifty of them. The text thit 
I took,* as the best to be found in such a hurry, 
was the following : " Thou shalt not oppress a 
stranger, for ye know the heart of a stranger, 
seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt." 

I took an opportunity of showing from these 
words, that Moses, in endeavouring to promote 
among the children of Israel a tender disposition 
towards those unfortunate strangers who had 
come under their dominion, reminded them of 
their own state when strangers in Egypt, as one 
of the most forcible arguments which could be 
used on sach an occasion. For they could not 
have forgotten that the Egyptians "had made 
them serve with rigour ; that thoy had made 
their lives bitter with hard bondarre, in mortar, 
ixtid in brick, and in all manner of service iu the 
field; and that all the service, whfirein they 
made them serve, ivas with rigour." The argu* 
ment therefore of Moses was simply this; " Ye 
knew well, when ye were strangers in Egypt, 
the nature of your owl fe^jlings. W^re you not 
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made miserable by your debased situation there ? 
But if 80, you must be sensible that the stranger, 
who has the same heart, or the same feelings 
with yourselves, must experience similar suffer- 
ing, if treated in a similar manner. I charge 
you then, knowing this, to stand clear of the 
crime of his oppression." 

The law, then, by which Moses commanded 
thn children of Israel to regulate iheir conduct 
with respect to the usage of the stranger I show- 
ed to be a law of universal and eternal obliga- 
tion, and for thisc among other reasons, that it 
was neither more nor less than the Christian 
kw, which appeared afterwards, that we should 
not do that ta others, which we should be un- 
willing to have done unto ourselves. 

Having gone into these statements at some 
length, I made an application of them in the fol- 
lowing words : 

This being the case, and this law of Moses 
being afterwards established into a fundamental 
precept of Christianity, I must apply it to facts 
of the present day, and I am sorry that 1 must 
apply it to.. .ourselves. 

And first, are there no strangers, whom we 
oppress ? I fear the wretched African will say, 
that he drinks the cup of sorrow, and that he 
drinks it at our hands. Torn from his native 
soil, and from his family and friends, he is im- 
mediately forced into a situation, of all others 
the most degrading, where he and his progeny 
are considered as cattle, as possessions, and as 
the possessions of a man to whom he never gave 
offence. 

" It is a melancholy fact, but it can be abun- 
dantly proved, that great numbers of the u^jfor • 
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tunate strangers, who are carried from Africa to 
our colonies, are fraudulently and forcibly taken 
from their native soil. To descant but upon a 
single instance of the kind must be productive 
of pain to the ear of sensibility and freedom. 
Consider the sensations of the person, whs is 
thus carried off by the ruffians, who have been 
lurking to intercept him. Separated from every 
thing which he esteems in life, without the pos- 
sibility even of bidding his friends adieu, behold 
him overwhelrtied in tears ; wringing his hands 
in despair ; loolcing backwards upon the spot 
where all his hopes and wishes lay, while his 
family at home are waiting for him with anxiety 
and suspense ; are waiting, perhaps, for susten^ 
ance ; are agitated between hope and fear ; till 
length of absence confirms the latter, and they 
are inimediately plunged into incoaceivable mis- 
ery and distress. 

" If this instance, then, is sufficiently melan- 
choly of itself, and iis at all an act of oppression, 
how complicated will i)ur guilt appear, who are 
the means of snatching away thousands annual- 
ly in the same manner, and who force them and 
their families into the sime Unhappy situation, 
without either rembrse or shame !" 

Having proceeded to show, in a more particu- 
lar manner than l ean detail here, how, by means 
of the Slave-trade, we oppressed the stranger I 
made an inquiry into the other branch of the 
subject, or how far we had a knowledge of his 
heart. 

To elucidate this point, I mentioned several 
specific instances, out of those which I had col- 
lected in my journey, and v^hich 1 could depend 
upon as authentic, of honour; gratitude; fideli- 
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iy ; filial: fraternal, and conjugal affection ; and 
of the finest sensibility, on the part of those, 
who had been brought into our colonies from 
Africa, in the character of slaves, and then I 
proceeded for a while in the following words : 

'* If, then, we oppress the stranger, as I have 
shown, and if, by a knovv'e^ge of his heart, we 
£nd that he is a person of the same passions and 
feelings as ourselves, we are certainly breaking, 
by means of the prosecution of the Slave-trade, 
thai fundamental principle of Christianity, which 
says* that we shall not do that unto another, 
whicfa we wish should not be done unto our- 
selves; and, I fear, cutting ourselves off from 
all expectation of the Divine Blessing. For how 
inconsistent is our conduct ? We come into the 
temple of God ; we fall prostrate before him; 
we pray to him, that he will have mercy upon us. 
But how shall he have mercy upon us, who have 
had no mercy upon others! We pray to him, 
again, that he will deliver us from evil. But how 
shall he deliver us from evil, who are daily invad- 
ing the rights of the injured African, and heap- 
ing misery on his head !" 

I attempted, lastly, to show, that, though the 
sin of the Slave-trade had been hitherto a sin of 
ignorance, and might therefore have so far been 
winked at, yet as the crimes and miseries belong- 
ing to it became known, it would attach even to 
those who had no concern in it, if they suffered 
it to continue either without notice or reproach? 
or if they did not exert themselves in a reason- 
able manner for its suppression. I noticed, par- 
ticularly, the case of Tyre and Sidon, which 
were the Bristol and the Liverpool of those 
times. A direct judgment had been pronounced 
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by the prophet Joel against these cities, and, 
what is remarkable, for the prosecution of this 
same barbarous traffic. Thus, *' And what have 
ye to do with me, O Tyie and Sidon, and all the 
coasts of Palestine ? Ye have cast lets for my 
people. Ye have sold a girl for wine. The 
children of Judah, and the children of Jeru- 
salem, have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye 
might remove them far from their own herder. 
Behold ! I will raise them out of the place 
whither ye hsiVf* sold them, and will recompense 
your wicked.,v,oo on your own heads." Such 
was the language of the prophet; and Tyre and 
Sidon fell, as he had pointed out, when the 
inhabitants were either cut off, or carried into 
slavery. 

Having thrown out these ideas to the notice 
of the audience, I concluded in the following 

words : 

" If, then, we wish to avert the heavy national 
judgement which is hanging over our heads, (for 
must we not believe that our crimes towards the 
innocent Africans lie recorded against us in 
heaven,) let us endeavour to assert their cause. 
Let us nobly withstand the torrent of the evil, 
however inveterately it may be fixed among the 
customs of the times; not, however, using our 
liberty as a cloak of maliciousness against those, 
who perhaps without due consideration have the 
misfortune to be concerned in it, but upon proper 
motives, and in a proper spirit, as the servants 
of God ; so that if the sun should be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, and the very 
heaven should fall upon us, we may fall in the 
general convulsion without dismay, conscious 
that we have done our duty in endeavouring to 
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succour tlie distressed, and that the staiu of ihe 
blood of Africa is not upon us." 

From Manchester I proceeded to Keddleston 
in Derbyshire, to spend a day with Lord Scars- 
dale, and to show him my little collection of 
African productions, and to inform him of my 
progress since I last saw him. Here a letter was 
forwarded to me from the Reverend John Too- 
good^ of Keinton Magna in Dorsetshire, though 
I was then unknown to him. He informed me 
that he had addressed several letters to the in- 
habitants of his own county, through their pro- 
vincial paper, on the subject jf the Slave-trade, 
which letters had produced a considerable effect. 
It appeared, however, that, when he began them, 
he did not know of the formation of our com- 
mittee, or that he had a single coadjutor in the 
cause. 

From Keddleston I turned off to Birmingham, 
being desirous of visiting Bristol in my way to 
London, to ice if any thing new had occurred 
since I was there. 1 was introduced by letter, 
at Birmingham, to Sampson and Charles Lloyd, 
the brothers of John Lloyd, belonging to our 
committee, and members of the religious society 
of the Q-uakers. I was highly gratified in find- 
ing that these, in conjunction with Mr. Russell, 
had been attemptinsr to awaken the attention of 
the inhabitants to this great subject, and that in 
consequence of their laudable efforts, a spirit 
was beginning to show itself there, as at Man- 
chester, in favour of the abolition of the Slave- 
trade. The kind manner in which these re- 
ceived me, and the deep interest which they ap- 
peared to take in our cause, led me to an esteem 
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for thorn, which, by means of sabsecjaerit visits, 
grew into a solid frienuship. 

At length f. arrived at Bristol at about ten 
o'clock on Friday morning. But what was my 
surprise, when almost the tirst thing I heard from 
my friend Harry Gandy was, that a letter had 
been dispatched to me to Liverpool, nearly a 
week ago, requesting me immediately to repair 
to this place ; for that in consequence of notice 
from the Lords of the Admiralty, advertised in 
the public papers, the trill of the chief mate, 
whom I had occasioned to be taken up at Bristol, 
for the murder of William Lines, was coming on 
at the Old Bailey, and that not an evidence was 
to be found. This intelligence almost paralysed 
me. I cannot describe my feelings on receiving 
it. I reproached myself with my own obstinacy 
for having resisted the advice of Mr. Barges, as 
has been before explained. All his words now 
came fresh into my mind. I was terri^jd, too, 
with the apprehension that my own reputation 
was now at stake. I foresaw ail the calumnies 
which ^vould be spread, if tlie evidences were 
not forthcoming on this occasion. I anticipat- 
ed, also, the injury which the cause itself might 
sustain, if, at our outset, as it were, I should not 
be able to substantiate what I had publicly ad- 
vanced ; and yet the mayor of Bristol had heard 
and determined the case ; he had not only cxam?^ 
ined, but reexamined, the evidences ; he had 
not only committed, but recommitted, the ac- 
cused : this was the only consolation I had. I 
was sensible, however, amidst all these workings 
of my mind, that not a moment was to be lost, 
and I began, therefore, to set on foot an inquiry 
as to the absent persons, 
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On waiting upon the mother ofWillian Lujc* 
I le'arnt fronii her, that two out of four of the wit 
nesses had been bribed by the slave-meFchanls 
and sent to sea, that they might not be tbrthcom- 
ing at the time of liio trial ; that tl}e two others 
had been tempted also, but that they had been 
enabled to resist the temptation ; that, desirous 
of giving their testimony in this cause, they had 
gone into son>e coal-mine between Neath and 
Swansea, where they might support thernselvee- 
till ihey should be called for ; and that she had 
addressed a letter to them, at the request of Mr<. 
Gandy, above a week ago, in which she had 
desired them to come to Bristol immediately, but 
that she had received no answer from them. 
She then concluded,, either that her letter had 
miscarried, or that they had left the place. 

1 determined to lose no time, after the receipt 
of this intelligence; and I prevailed upon a 
young man, whom my friend Harry Gandy had 
recommended to me, to set oflf directly, ani^, to 
go iji search of them. He was to travel al! night,, 
and to bring thsm, or, if weary himself with his 
journey, to send them up, without ever sleeping 
on the road. It was now between twelve and 
one in the afternoon. I saw him depart. In 
the interim I went to Thompson's, and other 
places, to inquire if any other of the seamen, be- 
longing to the Thomaj, were to be found : but^ 
though I hunted diligently till four o'clock, I 
could learn nothing satisfactory. I then went 
to dinner, but I grew uneasy. I was fearful that 
my messenger might be at a loss, or that ho 
might want assistance on somq occasion or other, 
I now judged that it would have been more pru- 
ceat if two persons had been sent, who mi^bt 
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have conferred with each other, and who might 
have divided, when they had reached Neath, and 
gone 10 different mines, to inquire for the wit- 
nesses. These thoughts disiurbied me. Those, 
alsOj which had occurred when I first heard of 
the vexatious '.vay in which things were situate^!, 
renewed theniL'^lves painfully to my mind. My 
own obstinacy in resisting the advice of Mr. 
Burges, and the fear of injury to my own reputa- 
tion, and to that of the cause I had undertaken, 
were again before my eyes. I became still nore 
uneasy; and I had no way of relieving my feel- 
ings, but by resolving to follow the young man, 
and to give him all the aid in my power. 

It was now near six o'clock. The night was 
cold afid rainy, and almost dark. I got down, 
however, safe to the Passage-house, and desired 
to be conveyed across the Severn. The people 
in the house tried to dissuade me from my de^ 
sign. They said no one would accompany me, 
lor it was quite a tempest. I replied, that I 
would pay those handsomely who would go with 
me. A person preserU asked mc if I would give 
him three guineas for a boat, I replied I would; 
He could not for shame retract, fie went out, 
and in about half an'hour brought a person with 
iiim. We were obliged to have a htnthorn as 
far as the boat. We got on board, and went ofi" 
But such a passage I had never before witnessed. 
The wind was furious. The waves ran bigti. 
I could see nothing but white foam. The boat, 
also, was tossed up and down in such a manner 
that it was with great difficulty I could keep my 
seat. The rain, too, poured down in such tor- 
rents, that we v/ere all of us presently wet through. 
We had been, I apprehend, more than an hour r 
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in this situation, when the boatmen begar? to 
comptaiii of cold and weariness. I saw, also, 
that they beg^n to be uneasy, for they did noi 
know where they were. They had no way oi 
forming any judgement about their course, but 
by knowing the point from whence the wind 
blew, and by keeping the boat in a relative pQ^'i- 
tion towards it. I encouraged them as well at^ 
I could, though I was becxinning to l>€ uneasy 
myself, and alrio sick. In about a quarter of iw) 
hour they began to complain again. They sairi 
they could pull no longer. Tiiey acknowledged, 
however, that they were getting nearer to liit 
shore, though on what part of ji, they could not 
tell. 1 could do nothing but bid thoni hope. 
They then began to reproach themselves for 
having come out with me. I told them I had 
not forced them, but that it was a matter of their 
own choice. In the midst of this conversation 
I informed them that I thoucrht I saw either a 
star or a light straight forward. They both 
looked at it, and pronounced it to be a light, and 
added with great joy that it must be a light in 
the Passacre-house : and so we tV)und if, for in 
about ten minutes afterwards we landed, and, on 
Teaching the house, learned that a servant maid 
had been accidentally talking to some other per- 
son on the staircase, near a window, with a can 
die in her hand, and that the light had appeared 
to us from that circumstance. 

It was now near eleven o'clock. My njcssen 
ger, it appeared, had arrived safe at about five in 
the evening, and had proceeded on his route. 1 
was very cold on my arrival, and sick also. 
There seemed to be a chillness all over me, both 
within and without. Indeed I had not a drv 

r 
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tliread about me. I took some hot hraiidy and 
ualer, and went to bed ; but desired, as soon as 
my clothes were thoroughly dried, to be called 
up, that I might go forward. This happened at 
Jibout two in t}ie morning, when I got up. I 
took my breakfast by the tiresidc. 1 then de- 
sired ilje poi?tboy, if he should meet any persons 
on (he road, to stop, and inform mc, as 1 did not 
know whether the vvitnef^sea might not be coniin,;:; 
ui) by themselves, and whether thev mii^ht not 
liavc passed my messenger witiiotU knowing his 
errand. Having taken these precautions, I de- 
parted. I travelled on, but we met no one. I 
traced, however, my messenger through New- 
port, Cardiff, and Cowbridge. 1 was assured, 
also, that he had not passed me on his return ; 
nor had any of those passed me, whom he was 
seeking. At length, when I was within about 
two miles of Neath, 1 met him. He had both 
the witnesses under his care. This was a matter 
of great joy to me. I determined to return with 
them. It was now nearly two in the afternoon. 
I accordingly went back, but we did not reach 
the Pasaage-house again till nearly two the next 
morning. 

During our journey, neither the wind nor the 
rain had much abated. It was quite dark on 
oar arrival. We found only one person, and he 
iiad been sitting up in expectation of us. It was 
in vain that I asked hirn^ for a boat to put us 
across the water. He said all the boatmen were 
in bed ; and, if they were up, he was sure that 
none of them would venture out. It was thought 
a mercy by all of them, that we were not lost last 
night. Difficulties were also started about 
horses to take us another way. Unable there- 
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fore to proceed, we took refreshment and went 
to bed. 

We arrived at Bristol between nine and ten the 
next morning ; but I was so i!!, that I could go 
no further; I had been cold and shivering ever 
Hince my first passage across the Severn, and I 
Jiad now a violent sore throat, and a fever with it. 
All I couid do was to see the witnesses off for 
London, and to assign them to the care of an at- 
torney, who should CQnduct them to the trial. 
For this purpose I gxave them a letter to a friend 
of the name of Langdale. I saw them depart. 
The mother of William Lines accompanied them. 
By a letter received on Tuesday, I learned that 
they had not arrived in town till Monday morn- 
ing at three o'clock ; thai at about nine or ten 
they found out the ofBce of Mr. liangdale ; that, 
on inquiring for him, they heard he was in the 
country, but that he would be home at noon ; that, 
finding he had not then arrived, they acquainted 
his clerk with the nature of their business, and 
opened my letter to show him the contents of it ; 
that the clerk went with thetn to consult some 
other person on the subject, when he conveyed 
them to the Old Bailey ; but that, on inquiring 
at the proper place about the introduction of the 
witnesses, he learned that the chief mate had been 
brought to the bar in the morning, and, no per- 
son then appearing against him, that he had been 
discharged by proclamj^tion. Such was the end 
of a)i my anxiety and labour in this affair. I 
was very ill when I received the letter ; but 1 
saw the necessity of bearing up against the dis- 
appointment, and I endeavoured to discharge the 
subject from my mind with the following wish, 
that the narrow escape which tlie chief mate had 



ABOLITION or TUB SLAVE-TRADE. 197 

experienced, and which was entirely owing to 
the accidental circumstances now explained, 
might have the effect, under Providence, of pro- 
ducing in him a deep contrition for his ofteuce, 
and of awakening him to a serious attention to 
his future life.* 

I was obliged to remain in Bristol a few days 
longer in consequ<^nce of my illness; but as soon 
as I v.'as able I i cached London, when I attend- 
ed a sitting of the committee after an absence 
of more than five rnonthi** At this corumittee 
it was strongly recommended to me to publish a 
second edition of my Essay on the Slavery and 
Oouimercc of the Human Species, and to insert 
such of the facts in it, in their proper places, out 
of those collected in my Jate travels, as I might 
judge to be productive of an interesting effect. 
There appeared also an earnest desire in the com- 
mittee, that, directly after this, I should begin 
my Essay on the Impolicy of the Slave-trade. 

In compliance with their wishes, I determined 
upon both these works. But I resolved to retire 
into the country, that, by being subject to less 
interruption there, I might the sooner finish 
them. It was proper, however, that I should 
settle many things in London, before I took my 
departure from it ; and, among these, that I 
should find out George Ormond and Patrio Mur- 
ray, whom I had sent from Liverpool on account 
of the information they had given me relative to 
the murder of Peter Green. I saw no better 
way than to take tliem before Sir Sampson 

* !Ie lia<i undoubleiMy a narrow o.'-< npe for Mr. f/rin'^'hile's 
clerk had learned lhat lie had no evidence lo produce in his in- 
vour. The slave-morclianis, il seems, had counted most upoii 
t^ribing" those, who were to coiv.o airairist him. (o disapneai". 
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Wright, who was then at the head of the police 
of the metropolis. He examined, and cross-ex- 
amined them several times, and apart from each 
other. He then desired their evidence to be 
drawn op in the form of depositions, copies of 
which he gave to me. He had no doubt that the 
murder would be proved. The circumstances 
of the deceased being in good health at nine 
o'clock in the evening, and of his severe suffer- 
ings till eleven, and of the nature of the wounds 
discovered to have been made on his person, and 
of his death by one in the morning, could never, 
he said, be done away, by any evidence, who 
should state that he had been subject to other 
disorders, which might have occasioned his de- 
cease. He found himself therefore compelled 
to apply to the magistrates of Liverpool for the 
apprehension of three of the principal officers 
of the ship. But the answer was, that the ship 
had sailed, and that they, whose names had been 
specified, were then, none of them, to be found 
in Liverpool. 

it was now for me to consider, whether I 
would keep the two witnesses, Ormond and 
Murray for a year, or perhaps longer, at my own 
expense, and run the hazard of the death of the 
officers in the interim, and of other calculable 
events. I had felt so deeply for the usage of the 
t<?eamen in this cruel traffic, which indeed had 
embittered all my journey, that I had no less 
than nine prosecutions at iavv upon my nands on 
their account, and nineteen witnesses detain- 
ed at my own cost. Tlie committee in London 
could ^live me no assistance in these cases. 
They 'C'cre the managers of the public purse for 
the abolition of the Slave-trade, and any cxpcn- 
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SOS of this kind were neither vvifhin the limits of 
their object, nor within ihe pale of their duty. 
From the individuals belonging to it, I picked 
up a few^ guineas by way of private subscription* 
and this was all. But a vast load still remained 
upon me, and such as had occasioned uneasiness 
to my mindo I thought it therefore imprudent 
to detain the evidences for this purpose for so 
long a time, and I sent them back to Liverpool. 
I commenced, however, a prosecution against 
the captain at common law for his barbarous 
usage of them, and desired that it might be push- 
ed on as vigorously as possible; and the result 
was, that his attorney was so alaimed, particu- 
larly after knowtng what had been done by Sir 
Sampson Wright, that he entered into a com- 
promise to pay all the expenses of the suit hith- 
erto incurred, and to give Ormoiid and Murray 
a sum of money as damages for the injury vrhicii 
they themselves had sustained. This compro- 
mise was acceded to. The men received the mon- 
ey, and signed the release, (of which I insisted 
upon a cony,) and wejjt to sea again in another 
trade, thanking me for my interference in their 
behalf. But by this copy, which 1 have now in 
iny possession, it appears that care was taken by 
the captain's attorney to render their future evi- 
dence in the case of Peier Green, almost im- 
j)racticable ; for it was there v;ickedly slated, 
that George Ormond and Patric Murray did 
then and there bind themselves in certain penal- 
ties, that they would neither encourage nor sup- 
port any action at law against the said captain, 
by or at the suit or prosecution of any other of 
the seamen now or late on board the said ship, 
and that they released the said captain also from 
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nil manner of actions, suits, and cause and caus- 
es of action, informations, prosecutions and 
other proceedings, which the}' then had, or ever 
had, or could or might have by reason of the said 
as.saults upon their own persons, or other ivrongs 
or injuries done hy the said captain heretofore 
and to the date of this release*^'^^ 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Labours of the Coinmittee to July 

The committee, during my absence, had at- 
tended regularly at their posts. They had been 
both vigilant and industrious. They were, in 
short, the persons, who had been the means of 
raising the public spirit, which I had observed 
first at Manchester, and afterwards as I journey- 
ed on. 

At one of their meetings a resolution was 
made, that Granville Sharp, Esquire, be appointed 
chairman. This appointment, though now first 
formally made in the minute book, was always 
understood to have taken place ; but the modesty 
of Mr. Sharp was such, that, though repeatedly 
pressed, he would never consent to take the 
chair, and he generally refrained from coming 
into the room till after he knew it to be taken. 
Nor could he be prevailed upon, even after this 
resolution, to alter his conduct: for though he 
continued to sign the papers, which were handed 
to him by virtue of holding this office, he never 

* None of the nine actions before mentionca ever came to a 
trial, but they were all conjproniiscd by paying^ sums to the in- 
jured parties. 
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was once seated as ihc chairman durinj? the 
twenty years in which he attended at these 
meetings. I thousrht it not improper to mention 
this trait in his character. Conscious that he 
engaged in the cause of his fellow-creatures 
solely upon the sense of his duly as a Christian, 
lie seems to have supposed either that he liad 
done nothing extraordinary to merit such a dis- 
tinction, or to have been feavful lest the accf^p- 
tance of it should bring a stain upon the motive, 
on which alone he undertook it. 

At another of their sittings a sub-committee, 
which had been appointed for the purpose, 
brought in a design for a seal. An African was 
seen (as in the figure*) in chains in a supplicatr 




ing posture, kneeling with one knee upon the 
ground, and with both his hands lifted up to 
Heaven, and round the seal was observed (he 
following motto, as if he was uttering the words 
himself, "Am I not a Man and a Brother 1" 
The design hs^ving been approved of. a seal was 

*Thc figure is rather larger than I'lat in the s«'a!. 
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ordered to be CMgraved from it. I ma) mentioii 
here, that this seal, simple as the design was, 
was made to contribute largely, as will be shown 
iii its proper place, towards turning the attention 
of our countrymen to the case of the injured 
Africans, and of procuring a warm interest in 
iheir favour. 

One of the most important measures of the 
committee was, the adoption and prosecution of 
an efiicient system for circulating their publica- 
tions. These were sent to individuals in vari- 
ous parts of the kingdom, who were known to 
be judicious persons and interested in the Afri- 
can cause, and who would take the pains to dis- 
tribute them with discretion among the people. 

The knowledge of the institution of the Soci- 
ety had now spread, and the eagerness among 
individuals to wsce the publications of the com- 
mittee had been so great, that the press was kept 
nhnost constantly going during the time now- 
mentioned. No fewer than three thousand lists 
of the subscribers, with a circular letter prefixed 
to them, explaining the object of the institution, 
were ordered to be printed within this period, to 
which are to be added fifteen hundred of Bene- 
zet's Account of Guinea, three thousand of the 
Dean of Middleham's Letters, five thousand Sum- 
mary Views, and two thousand of a new edition 
of the Slavery and Commerce of the Human 
Species, which I had enlarged before the last of 
these sittings from materials collected in my late 
tour. 

The thanks of the committee were voted dur- 
ing this period to Mr. Alexaiider Falconbridge, 
for the assistance he had given me in my inqui- 
ries into the nature of the Slave-trade. 
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As Mr. Falconbridge had but lately returned 
from Africa, and as facts and circumstances, 
which had taken place but a little time ago, were 
Jess liable to objections (inasmuch as they prov- 
ed the present state of things) than those which 
had happened in earlier times, he was prevailed 
upon to write an account of what he had seen 
during the four voyages he had made to that con- 
tinent ; and accordingly, within the period which 
has been mentioned, he began his work. 

On account of an increase of business they 
gradually enlarged their number by the election of 
new members. The correspondence they main- 
tained was very extensive. They were continu- 
ally receiving letters containing information and 
encouragement. Some of these were written 
by men of eminence and influence. The cele- 
brated Marquis de La Fayette, in a communica- 
tion he sent them signified the singular pleasure 
he had received on hearinor of the formation of 
a committee in England for the abolition of the 
Slave- Uade, and the earnest desire he had to 
promote the object of it. With this view, he 
informed the committee that he should attempt 
the formation of a similar society in France. 
This he conceived to be one of the most effectual 
measures he could devise for securing the object 
in question ; for he was of opinion, that if the 
two great nations of France and England wcrQ 
to unite in this humane and Christian work, tli'i 
other European nations might be induced to fol- 
low the example. 

Of the indefatigable labours and untirini* 
faithfulness of the committee the following sum- 
mary will give some idea. From about the mid- 
dle of May 1787, to the middic of July 176S 
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they hn.d held no less than fifty-one commitlcr?. 
These generally occupied them liom about gix 
in, the evening till about eleven at nigi.t. In ihc 
intervals belw en the committees they were ofteti 
occupied, having each of them some object coin- 
mitted to h»s charge. It is reniarkabio, tooj that 
though they were all, except one, engaged in 
business or trade, and though they had the same 
calio as other men for innocent recreation, and 
the same interruptions of their health, there 
were individuals, who were not absent more than 
five or six times within this period. In the 
course of ihe thirteen months, during v/hicli 
they had exercised this public trust, they bad 
printed, and afterwards distributed, not at ran- 
dom, but judiciously, and through respectable 
channels, (besides twenty-six thous;ind five hun- 
dred and twenty-six reports, accounts of debates 
in parliament, and other small papers,) no less 
than fifty-one thousand four hundred and thirty- 
two pamphlets, or books. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Further prog ress — Petitions begin to he ^ent to 
parliament — The king orders the }trivy coiin- 
eil to inquire into the Slave-trade — Author 
( ailed up to (oivn — his interviczvs loith Mr. Pitt 
— and with Mr. (now Lord) Grcnrille- — L?/> 
erpool delegates examined Jirst — these prejudice 
the council — ttiis prejudice at length counter- 
acted — Public anxious for the introduction of 
the question info parliament — Message of Mr. 
Pitt to the committee concerning it — Daif fixed 
for the motion — discussion of the general ques- 
tion deferred till the next sessions. 

By t^iis time the nature of the Slave-trade 
had, in consequence of the labours of the coin- 
inittee and of their several correspondents, he- 
come generally known throughout the kingdom. 
It had excited a general attention, and there was 
among people a general feeling in behalf of the 
wrongs of Africa. This feeling had also, as may 
he collected from what has been already men- 
tioned, broken out into language; for net only 
had the traffic become the general subject of 
conversation, but public meetings had taken 
place, in which it had been discussed, and of 
which the result was, that an application to par- 
liament had been resolved upon in many places 
concerning it. By the middle of February not 
fewer than thirty-five petitions had been deliver- 
ed to the commons, and it was known that others 
were on their way to the same house. 

This ferment in the public mind, which had 
shown itself in the public prints even before the 
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petitions had been resolved upon, had excited the 
attention of government. To coincide with ilv^ 
wishes of the people on this subject, appeared to 
those in authority to be a desirable thing. T<> 
abolish the trade, replete as it was with misery, 
was desirable also : but it was so connected wiiji 
the interest of individuals, and so interwoven 
with the commerce and revenue of the counirv, 
that a hc;Sty abolition of it without a previous 
inquiry appeared to them to be likely to be pro- 
ductive of as much misery as good. The king, 
therefore, by an. order of council, dated Feb- 
ruary 11, 17^8, directed that a committee ci 
privy council should sit as a board of trade, 
take into their consideration the present slate o! 
the African trade, particularly as far as related 
to the practice and manner of purchasing or ob- 
taininsc slaves on the coast of Africa, and the 
importation and sale thereof, either m the British 
colonies and settlements, or in the foreign colo- 
nies and settlements in America or the West-In- 
dies ; and also as far as related to thetil'ects and 
consequences of the trade both in Afr'.ca and in 
the said colonies and settlements, and to the gen- 
eral commerce of this kingdom ; and that 'hey 
should report to him in council the result of their 
inquiries, with such observations as they might 
have to offei* thereupon." 

Of this order of council Mr. Wilberforce, wlio 
had attended to this great subject, as far as his 
health would permit, since I left him, had re- 
ceived notice ; but he was then too ill himself to 
take any measures concerning it. He therefore 
wrote to me, and begged of me to repair to Lon- 
don immediately in order to get such evidence 
ready, as we might thinLit eligible to introduce 
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when tho council sat. At that time, as appears 
from the former chapter, 1 had tinishecl the addi- 
tions to my Essay on the Slavery and Commerce 
of the Human Species, and I had now proceed- 
ed about half way in that of the Impolicy of it. 
This summons, however, I obeyed, and returned 
to town on the fourteenth of February, from 
v/hich day to the twenty-fourth of May I shalf 
now give the History of our proceedings. 

J\ly first business in London was to hold a 
conversation with Mr. Pitt previously to tiuj 
meeting of the council, and to try to interest 
him, as the first minister of state, in our favour. 
For this purpose Mr. Wilberforce had opened 
the way for me, and an interview took place. 
We were in free conversation together for a con- 
siderablb time, during which we went throngli 
most of the branches of the subject. Mr. Pitt 
appeared to me to have but little knowledge of 
it. He had also his doubts, which he expressed 
ojieniy, on many points. He was at a loss to 
conceive how private interest should not always 
restrain the master of the slave from abusing 
him. This matter I explained to him as well as 
I could ; and if he was not entirely satisfied with 
my interpretation of it, he was at least induced 
to believe that cruel practices were more proba- 
ble than he had imagined. A second circum- 
stance, the truth of which he doubted, was the 
mortality and usage of seamen in this trade; 
and a third was the statement, by which so much 
had been made of the riches of Africa, and of 
the genius and abilities of her people; for he 
aeemed at a loss to comprehend, if these things 
were so, how it had happened that they should 
not have been more generally noticed before. I 
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])roniise(] to satiafy him upon these points, and 
an interview vyas lixed for this purpose the next, 
day. 

At the time appointed I went with my books, 
papers and African productions. Mr. Pitt ex- 
amined the former himself. He turned over leaf 
after leaf, in which the copies of the muster-rolls 
were contained, with great patience; and when 
he had looked over above a hundred pages ac- 
curately, and found the name of every seaman 
inserted, his former abode or service, the time 
of his entry, and what had become of him, either 
by death, discharge or desertion, he expressed 
his surprise at the great pains which had been 
taken in this branch of the inquiry, and con- 
fessed, with some emotion, that his doubts were 
wholly removed with respect to the destructive 
nature of this employ; and he sai-d, moreover, 
that the facts contained in these documents, if 
they had been but fairly copied, could never be 
disproved. He was equally astonished at the 
various woods and ether productions of Africa, 
hut most of all at the manufactures of the natives 
in cotton, leather, gold, and iron, wliich were 
laid before him. These he handled and exam- 
ined over and over again. Many sublime 
thoughts seemed to rush in upon him at once at 
the sight of these, some of which he expressed 
with observations beeomiag a great and dignified 
mind. He thanked me for the liglit I had given 
him on many of the branches of this great ques- 
tion. And I went away under a certain convic- 
tion that I had left him much impressed in our 
favour. 

My next visit was to Mr. (now Lord) Gren- 
ville- I called opon him at the request of Mr. 
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Wilberforce, who had previously written to hijn 
I'fom Bath, as he had promised lo attend the 
meetings of the privy council during the exam- 
inations which were to take place. 1 f')und in 
the eourse of our conversation that Mr. Gren- 
ville had not then more knowledge of the sub- 
ject than Mr. Pitt; but I found him differently 
circumstanced in other respects, for I perceived 
in him a warm feeling in behalf of the injured 
Africans, and that he had no doubt of the pos- 
sibility of all the barbarities which had been al- 
leged against this traffic. I showed him all ray 
papers and some of my natural productions, 
which he examined. I was with him the next 
day, and once again afterwards, so that the sub- 
ject was considered in all its parts. The effect 
of this interview with him was of course differ- 
ent from that upon the minister. In the former 
case I had removed doubts, and given birth to 
an interest in favour of our cause. Bui I had 
here only increased an interest which had already 
been excited. I had only enlarged the mass of 
feeling, or added zeal to zeal, or confirmed reso- 
lutions arid reasonings. Disposed in this manner 
originally himself, and strengthened by the docu- 
ments with which I had furnished him, Mr. 
Grenville contracted an enmity to the Slave- 
trade, which was never afterwards diminished.* 
A report having gone abroad, that the com- 
mittee of privy council would only examine those 
who were interested in the continuance of the 

^ I have not tnenlioned the difference between these t«'o omi - 
ncnt persons, with a view of drawing any invidious compari- 
sons, l>ut beeaiisc, as these stateiiient>i are true, such persons as 
have a hiijh opinion ot the late Mr. Pitt's jiid«;einent, may see 
tisat tliis great miin didiiot espouse the cause hastily, or merely 
us a matter of feeling, but upon the conviction ol' hisbvvu miruU 
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trade, I found it necessary to call upon Mr. Filt 
again, and to inform him of it, when I received 
an assurance that every person whom I chose to 
send to the council in behalf of the committee, 
should be heard. This gave rise to vl conversa- 
tion relative to those witnesses whom we had to 
produce on the side of the abolition. And here 
I was obliged to disclose our weakness in this 
respect. I owned with isorrow, that, though 1 
had obtained specimens and official documents 
in abundance to prove many important points, 
yet I had found it difficult to prevail iipon per- 
sons to be publicly examined on this subject. 
The only persons, we could then count upon, 
were Mr. Ramsay, Mr. H. Gandy, Mr. Falcon - 
bridge, Mr. Newton, and the Dean of Middle- 
ham. There was one, however, who would be 
a host of himself, if we could but gain him. I 
then mentioned Mr. Norris. I told Mr. Pitt the 
nature* and value of the testimony which he 
had given me at Liverpool, and the great zeal 
he had discovered io serve the cause. I doubt- 
<jd, however, if he would come to London foi 
«his purpose, even if I wrote to him ; for he was 
intimate with almost all the owners of slave-ves- 
sels in Liverpool, and living among these he 
would not like to incur their resentment, by tak- 
ing a prominent part against them. I therefore 
entreated Mr. Pitt to send him a summons of 
council to attend, hoping that Mr. Norris would 
then be pleased to come up, as he would be ena- 
bled to reply to his friends, that his appearance 
had not been voluntary. Mr. Pitt, however, in- 
formed me, that a sumtrions from a committee of 
privy council silting as a board of trade was not 
• *Sce cvideivc'C Chop. x. 
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binding upon the subject, and therefore that I 
had no other means left but of writing to hiro, 
und he desired me to do this by the first post. 

This letter I accordingly wrote, and sent it to 
my friend William Rathbone, who was to deliver 
it in person, and to use his own influence at the 
same time ; but 1 received for answer, that Mr. 
Norris was then in London. Upon this I tried 
to find him out, to entreat him to consent to an 
examination before the council. At length I 
found his address ; but before 1 could see him, I 
was told by the bishop of London, that he had 
come up as a Liverpool delegate in support of 
ihe Slave-trade. Astonished at this information, 
I made the bishop acquainted with the case, and 
asked him how it became me to act ; for I was 
fearful lest, by exposing Mr. Norris^I should vio- 
late the rights of hospitality on the one hand, and 
by not exposing him, that I should not do my duty 
to the cause I had undertaken on the other. His 
advice was, that I should see him, and ask him 
to explain the reasons of his conduct. I called 
upon him for this purpose, but he was out. He 
sent me, however, a letter soon afterwards, which 
was full of flattery, and in which, after having 
paid high compliments to the general force of 
my arguments, and the general justice and hu- 
manity of my sentiments on this great question. . 
which had made a deep impression upon his 
mind, he had found occasion to differ from me, 
since we had last parted, on particular points, 
and that he had therefore less reluctantly yield- 
ed to the call of becoming a delegate ; though 
notwithstanding he would gladly have declined 
the office if he could have done it with propriety. 
At length the council began their examina- 
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tions. Mr. Norris, Lieutenant Matthews, of tlso 
navy, wlio had just left a slave employ in Africa, 
and Mr. James Penny, formerly a slave-captain, 
and then interested as a merchant in the trade, 
(which three were the delegates from Liverpool) 
took possession of the ground first. Mr, Miles, 
Mr. Weaves, and others, followed them on the 
same side. The evidence which they gave, as 
previously concerted between themselves, may 
be shortly represented thus : They denied that 
kidnapping either did or could take place in 
Africaj or that wars were made there, for the 
purpose of procuring slaves. Having done away 
these wicked practices from their system, they 
maintained positions which were less exception- 
able, or that the natives of Africa generally be- 
came slaves in consequence of having been 
rnaae prisoners in just wars, or in consequence 
of iheir various crimes. They then gave a mel- 
ancholy picture of the despotism and barbarity 
of some of the African princes, among whom 
the custom of sacrificing their own subjects pre- 
vailed. But of all oihers, that which was afford- 
ed by Mr. Norris on this ground was the most 
frightful. The king of Dahomey, he said, sport- 
ed with the lives of his people in the most wan- 
ton manner. He had seen at the gates of his 
palace, two piles of heads like those of shot in 
an arsenal. Within the palace the heads of per- 
sons newly put to death were strewed at the dis- 
tance of a few yards in the passage which led to 
his apartment. This custom of human sacrifice 
by the king of Dahomey was not on one occa- 
sion only, but on many ; such as on the recep- 
tion of messengers from neighbouring states, or 
of white merchants, or on days of ceremonial 
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But the great carnage was once a year, when the 
poll tax was paid by his subjects. A thousand 
persons at least were sacrificed annually on ihese 
different occasions. The great men, too, of the 
country cut olf a few heads on festival days. 
From all these particulars the humanity of the 
Slave-trade was inferred, because it took away 
the inhabitants of Africa into lands where no 
such barbarities were known. But the huoiani- 
ty of it was insisted upon by positive circum- 
stances also, namely, that a great number of the 
slaves were prisoners of war, and that in former 
times all such were pr.l to death, whereas now 
they, were saved ; so that Ihere was a great ac- 
cession of happiness to Africa since the intro- 
duction of the trade^ 

These statements, and those of others on the 
same side of the question, had a great effect, as 
may easily be conceived, upon the feelings of 
those of the council who were present. Some 
of them began immediately to be prejudiced 
against ns. There were others who even thought 
that it was almost unnecessary to proceed in the 
inquiry, for that the trade was actually a bless- 
ing. They had little doubt that all our asser- 
tions concerning it would be found false. The 
bishop of London himself was so impressed by 
these unexpected accounts, that he asked me if 
Mr. Falconbridge, whose pamphlet had been 
previously sent by the commitle to every mem- 
ber of the colincil, was v/orthy of belief, and if 
he would substantiate publicly what he had thus 
written. But these imprirssions unfortunately 
were not confined to those who had been present 
at the examinations. These could not help com- 
municating them to others. Hence in ail the 
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higher circles (some of which I sometimes used 
to frequent) I had the mortification to hear of 
nothing but the Liverpool evidence, and of oar 
own credulity, and of the impositions which had 
been practised upon us : of these reports the 
planters and merchants did not fail to avail them- 
selves. They boasted that they would soon do 
away all the idle tales which had been invented 
against them. They desired the public only to 
suspend their judgement till the privy council re- 
port should be oat, when they would see the folly 
and wickedness of all our allegations. A little 
more evidence, and all would be over. On the 
twenty-second of March, though the committee 
of council had not then held its sittings more 
than a nrionth, and these only twice or thrice a 
week, the following paragraph was seen in a 
morning paper : " The report of the conGsmittee 
of privy council will be ready in a few days. 
After due examination it appears that the major 
part of the complaints against this trade are ill 
founded. Some regulations, however, are ex- 
pected to take place, which may serve in a cer- 
tain degree to appease the cause of humainity." 

But while they who were interested had pro- 
duced this outcry against us, in conr.equence of 
what had fallen from their own witnesses in the 
course of their examinations, they had increased 
it considerably by the industrious circulation of 
a most artful pamphlet among persons of rank 
and fortune at the west end of the metropolis, 
which was called, scriptural researches on the 
lawfulness of the Slave-trade. This they had pro- 
cured to be written by R. Harris, who was then 
clerk in a slave-house in Liverpool, but had been 
formerly a clergyman and a Jesuit. As they 
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had maintainen in the first instance, as has been 
already shown, the humanity of the traffic, so, 
by means of this pamphlet they asserted its con - 
sistency with revealed religion. That such a 
book should have made converts in such an age 
is sur{)rising ; and yet many, who ought to have 
known better, were carried away by it ; and w e 
had now absolutely to contend, and almost to 
degrade ourselves by doing so, against the double 
argument of the humanity and the holiness of 
the trade. 

By these means, but particularly by the for- 
mer, the current of opinion in particular circles 
ran against us for the first month, and so strong, 
that it was impossible for us to stem it at once : 
but as some of the council recovered from their 
panic,* and their good sense became less biassed 
by their feelings, and they were in a state to 
hear reason, their prejudices began to subside. 
It began now to be understood among them, that 
almost all the witnesses were concerned in the 
continuance of the trade. It began to be known 
also, (for Mr. Pitt and the bishop of London took 
care that it should be circulated,) that Mr. Nor- 
ris had but a short time before furnished me at 
Liverpool with information, all of which he had 
concealed* from the council, but all of which 
made for the abolition of it. Mr. Devayncs also, 
a respectable member of parliament, who had 
been in Africa, and who had been appealed to 
by Mr. Norris, when examined before the privy 
council, in behalf of his extraordinary facts, 

*This was also tho case will) anoilu^r witness, Mr. VVeuvr?:. 
He had given line accounts, before any stir was made about ihe 
jSlavft-trade, relative to it, all of which he kept hack when 
was examined there. 
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was unable, when summoned, to confirm tlieni 
to the desired extent. From this evidence the 
council collected, that human sacrifices were not 
made on the arrival of white traders, as had 
been asserted ; that there was no poll tax in 
Dahomey at all ; and that Mr, Norris must have 
been mistaken on these points, and his state- 
ments must have related to the cee-emonv of water- 
ing the graves, when about sixty persons sujffer- 
ed. This latter custom moreover appeared to 
have been a religious superstition of the country, 
such as at Otaheite, or in Britain in the time of 
the Druids, and to have had nothing to do with 
the Slave-trade.* With respect to prisoners^ of 
war, Mr. Devaynes allowed that the old, the lame, 
and the wounded, were often put to death on the 
spot ; but this was to save the trouble of bring- 
ing them away. The young and the healthy 
were driven oft' for sale ; but if they were not 
sold when offered, they were not killed, but re- 
served for another market, or became house- 
plaves to the conquerors. Mr. Devaynes also 
maintained, contrary to the allegations of the 
others, that a great number of persons were kid- 
napped in order to be sold to the ships, and that 
rhe government, where this happe!ied, was not 
strong enough to prevent it. But besides these 
drawbacks from the weight of the testimony 
which had been given, it began to be perceived 
by some of the lords of the council, that the 
cruel superstitions which had been described, 
obtained only in one or two countries in Africa, 
and those of insignificant extent; whereas at 

■^Bcinjif a rpl'jilous custom, 'i\ would still have ^one on, though 
the Slave-trade had been abolished : nor rould llie merchants at 
imy time have brought off a single victiin. 
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the time, when their minds were carried away 
as it were by their feelings, they had supposed 
them to attach to the whole of that vast conti- 
nent. They perceived also, that there were cir- 
cumstances related in the evidence by the dele^ 
gates themselves, by means of which, if they 
were true, the inhumanity of the trade might be 
(established, and this to their own disgrace. They 
had all confessed that such slaves as the whito 
traders refused to buy were put to death ; and 
yet that these traders, knowing tliai this would 
be the case, had the barbarity uniformly to re- 
ject those whom it did not suit them to purchase. 
Mr. Matthews had rejected one of this descrip- 
tion himself, whom he saw afterwards destroyed. 
Mr. Penny had known tl>e refuse thrown down 
Melimba rock. Mr. Norris himself, when cer- 
tain prisoners of war were offered to him for sale, 
declined buying them because they appeared 
unhealthy; and though the king then told him 
that he would put them to death, he could not 
he prevailed upon to take them, but left them to 
their hard fate ; and he had the boldness to state 
afterwards, that it was his belief that many of 
them actually suffered. 

These considerations had the effect of dimin- 
ishing the prejudices of some of the council on 
this great question : and when this was perceived 
to be the case, it was the opinion of Mr. Pitt, 
Mr. Grenviile, and the bishop of London, that 
we should send three or four of our own eviden- 
ces for examination, who might help to restore 
matters to an equilibrium, Accordingly Mr. 
Falconbridge, and some others, all of whom 
were to speak to the African part of the subject, 
were introduced. These produced a certain 
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weight in the opposite scale. But soon afiei^ 
these had been examined, Dr. Andrew Spaarman, 
professor of physic, and inspector of the muse- 
um of the royal academy at Stockholm, and his 
companion, C. B. Wadstrom, chief director of 
the assay-office there, arrived in England. These 
gentlemen had been lately sent to Africa by the 
late king of Sweden, to make discoveries in hot- 
any, mineralogy, and other departments of sci- 
ence. For this purpose the Swedish ambassa- 
dor at Paris had procured them permission from 
the French government to visit the countries 
bordering on the Senegal, and had ensured them 
protection there. They had been conveyed to 
the place of their destination, where they had 
remained from August 1787 to the end of Jan- 
uary 1788; hui meeting wkh obstacles which 
they had not foreseen, they had left it, and had 
returned to Havre de Grace, from vi'hence they 
had just arrived in London, on their way home, 
it so happened, that by means of George Harri- 
son, one of our committee, I fell in unexpected- 
ly with these gentlemen. I had not long been 
with them before I perceived the great treasure 
I .had found. They gave me many beautiful 
specimens of African produce. They showed 
uie their journals, which they had regularly kept 
from day to day. In these I had the pleasure of 
sneing a number of circumstances minuted down, 
all relating to the Slave-trade, and even draw- 
ings on the same subject. I obtained a more 
accurate and satisfactory knowledge of the man- 
ners and customs of the Africans from these, than 
from all the persons put together whom I had yet 
geen. I was anxious, therefore, to take them 
before the committee of council, to which they 
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were pleased to consent; and as Dr. Spaarraau 
was to leave London in a few days, I procured 
Jiim an introduction first. His evidence went to 
show, that the natives of Africa lived in a fruit- 
ful and luxuriant country, which supplied all 
their wants, and that they would be a happy 
people if it were not for the existence of the 
Slave-trade. He instanced wars which he knew 
to have been m'ude by the Moors upon the Negroes 
(for vhey were entered upon wholly at the insti- 
gation of the white traders) for the purpose of 
getting slaves, and he had the pain of seeing the 
unhappy captives brought in on such occasions, 
and sonrie of them in a wounded state. Among 
them were many women and children, and the 
women were in great affliction. He saw also the 
king of Barbcsin send out his parties on expedi- 
tions of a similar kind, and he saw them return 
with slaves. The king had been made intoxi- 
cated on purpose, by the French agents, or he 
would never have consented to the measure. 
He stated also, that in consequence of the temp- 
tations held out by slave-vessels coming upon the 
coast, the natives seized one another in the night, 
when they found opportunity ; and even invited 
others to their houses, whom they treacherously 
detained, and sold at these times ; so that every 
enormity was practised in Afri.:^a, in consequence 
of the existence of the trade. These specific 
instances made a proper impression upon the 
lords of the council in their turn : for Dr. Spaar- 
man was a man of high character ; he possessed 
the confidence of his sovereign ; he had no in- 
terest whatever in giving his evidence on this 
subject, either on one or the other side; his 
means of information too had been Jarge; he 
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liad also recorded the facts whicli had come bo- 
fore him, and he had his journal, written in tho 
French language, to produce. The tide there- 
fore, which had run so strong!}^ against us, began 
now to turn a little in our favour. 

While these examinations were going un, pe- 
titions continued to be sent to the hoase of coni- 
nions, from various pans of the kingdom. No 
jess than one hundred and three were presented 
in this session. The city of London, though 
she was drawn the other way by the cries ol 
commercial interest, made a sacrifice to human- 
ity and justice. The two Universities applaud- 
ed her conduct by their own example. Largu 
manufacturing towns and whole counties ex- 
pressed their sentiments and wishes in a similar 
manner. The Established Church in separate 
dioceses, and the Cluakers and other Dissenters, 
as separate religious bodies, joined in one voice 
upon this occasion. 

By the latter end of the month of March, 
there was an anxious expectation in the public, 
notwithstanding the privy council had taken up 
ihe subject, that some notice should be taken in 
the lower house of Parlianncnt of the numerous 
petitions which had been presented there. There 
was the same expectation in many of the mem- 
bers of it themselves. Lord Penrhyn, one of 
the representatives for Liverpool, and a planter 
also, had anticipated this notice, by moving for 
such papers relative to ships employed, goods ex- 
ported, produce imported, and duties upon the 
same, as would show the vast value of the trade, 
which it was in contemplation to abolish. But 
at this time Mr.- Wilberforce was ill, and unable 
to gratify the expectations which had been thus 
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apparent. The committee, therefore, who par- 
took of the anxiety of the public, knew not what 
to do. They saw that two thirds of the session 
had already passed. They saw no hope of Mr. 
VVilberforce's 7ecovery for some time. Rumors 
too were afloat, that other members, of whose 
plans they knew nothing, and who might even 
make emancipation their object, would introduce 
the business into the house. Thus situated, 
they waited as patiently as they could* till the 
eighth of April,* when thsy resolved to write to 
Mr. Wilberforce, to explain to him their fears 
and wishes, and to submit it to his consideration, 
whether, if he were unable himself, he would 
appoint some one, in whom he could confide, to 
make some motion in parliament on the subject. 

But the public expectation became now daily 
more visible. The inhabitants of Manchester, 
many of whom had signed the petition for that 
place, became impatient and they appointed 
Thomas Walker and Thomas Cooper, Esquires, 
as their delegates, to proceed to London to com- 
municate with the committee on this subject, to 
assist them in their deliberations upon it, and to 
o'ive their attendance while it was under discus- 
sion by the legislature. 

At the time of the arrival of the delegates, 
who were received as such by the cominittee, a 
letter came from Bath, in which it was stated 
that Mr. Wilber force's health was in such a pre- 
carious state, that his physicians dared not allow 
him to read any letter, which related to the sub- 
ject of the Slave-trade, 

The committee were now again at a loss how 

* Brissot atlended in person at this committee in iiis way to. 
America, which it was theu an ohjtjcl with him to visit.. 
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to act, when they were relieved from this doubt- 
ful situation by a message from Mr. Pitt, who 
desired a conference with their chairman. Mr. 
Sharp accordingly went end on his return made 
the following report : "He had a full opportuni- 
ty," he said, " of explaining to Mr. Pilt that the 
desire of the committee went to the entire aboli- 
tion of the Slave-trade. Mr. Pitt assured him 
that his heart was with the committee as to this 
object, and that he considered himself pledged 
to Mr. Wilberlorce, that the cause should not 
sustain any injury from his indisposition ; but at 
the same time observed, that the subject was of 
great political importance, and it was requisite 
to proceed in it with temper and prudence. He 
did not apprehend, as the examinations before 
the privy council would yet take up some time, 
that the subject could be fully investigated in 
the present session of parliament; but said he 
would consider whether the forms of the house 
would admit of any measures, that would be ob- 
ligatory on them to take it up early in the ensu- 
ing session.*' 

In about a week after this conference, Mr- 
Morton Pitt was deputed by the minister to write 
to the committee, to say that he had found pre- 
cedents for such a motion as he conceived to be 
proper, and that he would submit it to the house 
of commons in a few days. 

At the next meetinoTj which was on the sixth 
of May, and at which major Cartwright and lh(; 
Manchester delegates assisted, Mr. Morton Pitt 
attended as a member of the comn)ittee, and 
said that the minister had fixed his moticin for 
the ninth. It was then resolved that deputationi^ 
should l>e sent to some of the leading members 
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oF parliament, to request their support of the ap- 
proaching motion. I was included in one of 
these, and in that which was to wait upon Mr. 
Fox. We were received by him in a friendly 
manner. On putting the question to him, which 
related to the object of our mission, Mr. Fox 
paused for a little while, as if in the act of de- 
liberation ; when he assured us unequivocally^ 
and in language which could not be misunder- 
stood that he would support the object of tlie 
committee to its fullest extent, being convinced 
that there was no remedy for the evil, but in the 
total abolition of the trade. 

At length, the ninth, or the day fixed upon, 
arrived, when this important subject was to be 
mentioned in the house of comiaons for the first 
time,* with a view to the public discussion of it» 

Mr. Pitt rose. He said he intended to move 
a resolution relative to a subject, which was of 
more importance than any which had ever been 
agitated in that house. This honour he should 
not have had, but for a circumstance, which he 
could not but deeply regret, the severe indispo- 
sition of his friend Mr. Wilber force, in whose 
hands every nfeasure, which belonged to justice, 
humanity, and the national interest, was pecu- 
liarly well placed. The subject in question was 
no less than that of the Slave-trade. It was ob- 
vious from the great number of petitions, which 
had been presented concerning it, how much it 
had engaged the public attention, and conse- 
'lucnily how much it deserved the serious notice 

" David Hariley made a motioa some years before in the 
|=ame house, as l;as l»een shown in a former part of this work, 
i'lu this was only to establish a proposition, That the Slave- 
'■-■I'lo was conlrnry to the Law,s of God and the Righlsi^f Moiu 
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of that houfse, and how much it became thea 
duty to take some measure concerning it. But 
whatever was done on such a subject, every one 
would agree, ought to be done with the matuvest 
deliberation. Two opinions had prevailed with- 
out doors, as appeared (rom the language of the 
different petitions. It had been pretty generally 
thought that the African Slave-trade ought to be | 
abolished. There were others, however, who \ 
thought that it only stood in need of regulations. 
But all had agreed that it ought not to remain as 
it stood at present. But that measure, which it 
might be the most proper to take, could only be 
discovered by a cool, patient, and diligent exam- 
ination of the subject in al! its circumstances, 
relations, and consequences. This had induced 
him to form an opinion, that the present was noi 
the proper time for discussing it ; for the session 
was now far advanced, and there was also a want 
of proper materials for the full information ot" 
the bouse. It would, he thought, be better dis- 
cussed, when it might produce some useful de- 
bate, and when that inquiry, which had been in- 
stituted by his majesty's ministers, (he meant tho 
examination by a committee of privy council,) 
should he brought to such a state of maturity, as 
to make it fit that the result of it should be laid 
before the house. That inquiry, he trusted, 
would facilitate their investigation, and enable; 
them the better to proceed to a decision, whicli 
should be equally founded on principles of hu- 
manity, justice, and sound policy. As there 
was not a probability of reaching so desirable an 
end ill the present state of the business, . he 
meant to move a resolution to pledge th(? house 
to the discussion of the question early in th« 
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iiext session. If by that time his honourable 
friend should be recovered, which he hoped 
would be the case, then he (Mr. Wilberforce) 
would take the lead in it; but should it unfortu- 
nately happen otherwise, then he (the chancellor 
of the exchequer) pledged himself to bring for*- 
ward some proposition concerning it. The 
house, however, would observe, thai he had stu- 
diously avoided giving any opinion of his own 
on this great subject. He thought it wiser to 
defer this till the time of the discussion should 
arrive. He concluded with moving, after having 
read the names of the places from whence the 
different petitions had come, " That this house 
wiU, early in the next session of ^larliament pro- 
ceed to take into consideration the circum- 
stances of the Slave-trade complained of in the 
said petitions, and what may be fit to be done 
thereupon.'' 

This motion of Mr. Pitt was warmly discussed 
and at considerable length. The principal 
speakers upon it, were Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, Sir 
William Dolben, Lord Penrhyn, and Mr. Gas- 
coyn. The two last were members from Liver- 
pool, and were strongly opposed to meddling with 
the question of the abolition of the Slave-trade 
at any time. 

Mr. Fox wished that there might be no delay, 
he said he was sorry the consideration of the 
question, but more particularly where so much 
human suffering was concerned, should be put 
off to another session, when it was obvious that 
no advantage could be gained by delay. 

At length when the question was put the reso- 
lution was agreed to unanimously. Thus ended 
the first discussion that ever took place in the 
VOL. I. 20 
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commons, on this important subject. This de- 
bate, though many of the persons concerned in 
it abstained captiously from entering into the 
merits of the general question, became interest- 
ing, in consequence of circumstances attending 
it. Several rose up at once to give relief, as it 
were, to their feelings by utterance ; but by so 
doing they were prevented, many of them, from 
being heard. They who were heard spoke with 
peculiar energy, as if warmed in an extraordina- 
ry manner by the subject. There was an appa- 
rent enthusiasm in behalf of the injured Afri- 
cans. It was supposed by some, that there was 
a moment, in which, if the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer had moved for an immediate abolition of 
the trade, he would have carried it that night ; 
and both he and others, who professed an attach- 
ment to the cause, were censured for not having 
taken a due advantage of the disposition which 
was so apparent. But independently of the in- 
consistency of doing this on the part of the min- 
istry, while the privy council were in the midst 
of their inquiries, and of the improbability that 
the other branches of the legislature would have 
concurred in so hasty a measure; what good 
would have accrued to the cause, if the abolition 
had been then carried ? Those concerned in the 
eruei system would never have rested quietly un- 
der the stigma under which they then laboured. 
They would have urged, that they had been con - 
demned unheard. The merchants would have 
said, that they had had no notice of such an event, 
that they might prepare a way for their vessels 
in other trades. The planters would have said, 
that they had had no time allowed them to provide 
such supplies from Africa as might enable them 
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to keep up their respective stocks. They would, 
both of them, have called aloud for immediate 
indemnification. They would have decried the 
policy of the measure of the abolition; and 
where had it been proved 1 They would have 
demanded a reverse of it ; and might they not, 
in cooler momenta, have succeeded 1 Whereas, 
by entering into a patient discussion of the merits 
of the question ; by bringing evidence upon it ; 
by reasoning upon that evidence night after 
night, and year aft«r year, and thus by disputing 
the ground inch as it were by inch, the abolition 
of the Slave-trade stands upon a rock, upon 
which it never can be shaken. Many of those 
who were concerned in the cruel system' have 
now given up their prejudices, because they be- 
came convinced in the contest. A stigma too 
has been fixed upon it, which can never be 
erased : and in a large record, in which the cru* 
olty and injustice of it have been recognized in 
indelible characters, its impolicy also has been 
eternally enrolled. 
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